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Editor’s Address. 





I+ is the purpose of the present editor of the Uni- 
tarian Miscellany, to conduct it, as far as he is able, 
in the same way, and on the same principles, which 
have hitherto been pursued in its publication. With 
regard to religious doctrines, indeed, he could hardly 
follow a different path, as his own opinions coincide, 
in almost every important particular, with those of the 
late editor. And the form and disposition of the work 
have been so universally approved, that it would be 
useless, and perhaps impolitic, to make any change in 
that respect. 

The Unitarian Miscellany is not adapted to render 

,much assistance to those, whose duty or disposition it 
is to search into the depths of theological controversy. 
For persons of this class, there are ample means of in- 
formation, and they know where those means are to be 
found. But we are happy to believe, that, for those to 
whom our labours are principally addressed, no long 

; or learned disquisitions are necessary. Christianity is 

| 2 simple religion, intelligible in its doctrines, and plain 

“ in its requisitions. It speaks most reasonably to the 
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Editor’s Address. 3 


ant part of our design to advance and enforce some 
great and leading principles, which, if adopted, will 
preserve the plain and honest inquirer from being trou- 
bled by meeting a few difficult sentences among the 
juminous revelations, and the simple directions and as- 
surances of the gospel. A text here, and a word there, 
which have been mistranslated, or misconceived, will 
not make God less wise, just, or merciful; will not 
affect his unity, his goodness, his wisdom or his power; 
and will not deprive men of their ability to do his will, 
or obtain his favour. 

We have no respect whatever for the long list of 
errors, which are so generally maintained as the essen- 
tials, but which we consider the corruptions of our re- 
ligion. We see nothing engaging in the fancies and 
imaginations which have spoiled the simplicity of truth, 
and yoked mysticism with its sublimity. Neither do we 
esteem falsehood as in the least degree more venerable, 
because it is a hundred, or a thousand years old. We 
only think it a pity that it should have lived so long. 
We shall therefore do all that is in our power, small 
as that power may be, to weaken the influence, and 
check the progress of those doctrines, commonly de- 
signated as orthodox, which have neither beauty nor 
utility to recommend, nor scripture to support them. 

While we think in this manner of erroneous doctrine, 
we do yet profess to regard with undistinguishing cha- 
rity the honest of all sects. If the same charity is not 
shown in our favour by others, we are content. We 
shall not, on that account, think more favourably of 
their opinions, nor less so of, our own, We shall as- 
sume no spiritual authority, and we shall only smile at 
any such assumption. 
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Uniiarian and Orthodox Zeal compared. 5 


mourned over what they also have termed indifference, 
and have almost desponded of a cause, which they 
thought so languidly supported. 

For ourselves, we have no such fears, and are dis- 
posed to make no such complaints. We think that 
the state of feeling among us is very well as it is, and 
would not wish that it should be remarkably other- 
wise. 

In defence of this opinion, we would ask, what is 
the cause of that practical difference between ourselves 
and the orthodox, which is thought to redound so much 
to their praise, and to our own discredit? It can cer- 
tainly be no other than a difference in our religious 
belief. And the difference consists in this important 
particular; that while they believe every convert to 
their peculiar faith to be a soul rescued from eternal 
perdition, it is our belief, on the contrary, that the 
sincere, the virtuous, and the pious, of all denomina- 
tions, will be equally the partakers of eternal bliss. 
It is our opinion, that the salvation of our neighbour 
depends more on his own labours, than it does on ours; 
and more, much more, on his actions than on his 
creed. With St. John we believe, that ‘‘he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous; and with St. Peter, that 
‘sin every nation, he that feareth God, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with Him.” The orthodox 
do not seem to be of the same sentiments. They ap- 
pear to be animated with a conviction, that no one is 
safe, till he has come into their enclosure. 

Now, this being the difference of opinion, where is 
the wonder that there should be a corresponding differ- 
ence in practice and feeling? What is termed indif- 
ference in us, flows as naturally and necessarily from 

1* 
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Unitarian and Orthodox Zeal compared. 7 


we hope that pure and undefiled religion will prevail; 
and that they will fill the earth, as the waters cover 
the sea. But these feelings, and these hopes, are not 
of a nature to inspire a blind enthusiasm. They are 
too highly allied not to disdain a connexion with the 
selfishness and narrowness of party zeal. They are 
too holy to be the slaves of ambitious passion, and too 
charitable to be the ministers of spiritual pride. We 
believe that our doctrinal tenets are correct, and 
scriptural, and purifying, and consoling, and enno- 
bling; and it is because we believe so, that we would 
employ no means to advance them, but such as are 
consistent with the dignity and divinity of their cha- 
racter. Though we would not deny, that in every 
form of Christianity, there must exist good influences, 
we yet undoubtingly affirm, that in our own they do 
especially abound; and that our own, because it is 
the purest and most primitive, is the best adapted. of 
any to affect the hearts, to inform the understandings, 
to improve the morals, and to amend the condition of 
the children of men; and it is from this very convic- 
tion, that we are prompted to address all that is ge- 
nerous and honourable in men, their good affections, 
their reason, and their judgment, rather than their su- 
perstition, their prejudices, and their fears. There is 
every thing in our cause to inspire our efforts to ad- 
vance it, for it is the cause of religion, and Christiani- 
ty, and Heaven, and mankind; but we are determined 
that those efforts shall not disgrace so noble a cause. 
We wish to persuade and to convince. Our opinions 
are founded on the firm basis of the Scriptures, and 
the eternal dictates of reason. The exertions made 
to publish them, if we mean that they should bear 
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Unitarian and Orthodox Zeal compared. 9 


They cry out, that the true faith is in danger, and 
that many desert the old ways, and that we leave no 
method untried to recommend and establish our be- 
lief. Wherefore is this inconsistency? What is the 
cause or reason of these contradictory statements? 
Why is it that we are charged, in one breath, with 
disgraceful supineness, and in the next, with Argus- 
eyed activity? The solution is this. We are making 
exertions, though not such as our opponents make. 
We are zealous and active, though not according to 
their activity and zeal. We are not indifferent to the 
progress of our opinions; though we certainly are but 
very little inclined to consign those who disagree with 
us to the blackness of darkness for ever, or to preach 
the religion of Christ in a passion. We resolutely op- 
pose error, because error is dangerous and hurtful; 
and we enforce what we receive as the simple and sub- 
lime doctrines of the Bible, because we believe them 
to be the best to live and to die by;—but to love and 
obey God, and to keep his commandments, we cannot 
help thinking is even better than to be a Unitarian. 

We are making exertions. By argument, and scrip- 
ture, and, as we devoutly hope, by our lives and con- 
versation, we enforce our religious sentiments and 
opinions. The yoice of truth has spoken. It has spo- 
ken—and, especially in our own favoured land, where 
inquiry and discussion are as free and unfettered as 
the wind which sweeps over our solitudes, it will not 
speak in vain. 
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not consistent with the existence of God, whose infi- 
nite goodness and omnipotence cannot be supposed to 
have doomed beforehand some men to everlasting tor- 
ments, and some others to everlasting bliss. He would 
have been made to atone for his opinions with his life, 
if the other reformed churches in Switzerland, all in- 
clined to his way of thinking, had not interposed in 
his favour. A poor dyer of Geneva, who dabbled in 
theology, was made to beg pardon on his knees before 
the consistory for saying, that Calvin might, after all, 
be in an error, and should not be ashamed to acknow- 
ledge it, as St. Augustine had done before. Others 
were censured publicly, or underwent slight punish- 
ments, for differing on this point with the sovereign 
pontiff of the reformed church; and finally a man of 
melancholy celebrity was sent to the stake, as we are 
going to see. 

Michael Servetus, a Spaniard, just escaped from 
the prison of Vienne, in France, into which he had 
been thrown on account of his book against the Trinity, 
entitled Christianismi Restitutio, was exploring his way 
to an asylum offered him in the kingdom of Naples, 
when unfortunately, in passing through Geneva, he 
was recognized, thrown into prison, and subjected to 
interrogatories by the council of Geneva upon thirty- 
nine heads of accusation framed against him by Calvin. 
While at Vienne, Servetus had carried on an angry 
correspondence with the latter, of whose rancour he 
now bitterly complained from his prison, where he was 
subjected to the treatment of the vilest malefactor, and 
even refused an advocate to plead his cause, on the 
ground of unworthiness, although his conduct, if not 
his opinions, had always. been irreproachable. It is 
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ny of Mary; and although he returned home at her 
death, he came again, and was received a burgher in 
1558. It was probably in 1560 that he took a final 
leave of Geneva, and went to Scotland, where he es- 
tablished the church discipline of Calvin. The name 
of Galiaci Caraccioli, marquis of Vico, occurs among 
other illustrious Italians; the learned Massimiliano 
Martinanzo preached to his countrymen in their own 
language. Some of them attempted, like Servetus, to 
question the dogma of the Trinity, but yielded when 
they were required to subscribe the general confession 
of faith, or leave the town. One of the Italian refugees, 
who escaped at Geneva by a feigned acquiescence, re- 
lapsing again at Berne into his former heresy about the 
Trinity, was beheaded there. 

The college of .Geneva, its organization and dis- 
cipline, are due to Calvin, who divided with Theodore 
de Beze the professorship of theology, the main object 
of the establishment; to which the study of the dead 
languages was merely subservient. Philosophy, such 
as it was in those days, was also taught. Notwith- 
standing the many defects of this establishment, Ge- 
neva, and we may say Europe, was indebted to it for 
an extraordinary number of distinguished men, who 
there received their first education. 

Calvin did not long survive to enjoy his reputation, but 
being naturally of a weak constitution, and worn out by 
incessant labour, died prematurely at the age of fifty- 
five, on the 15th of May, 1564. © With vast powers 
of mind, and a prodigious memory, indefatigable, tem- 
perate, and disinterested, he obscured these rare quali- 
ties by a temper habitually severe and intolerant. Yet 


in forming our judgment of men, we must consider the 
9 
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Calvin and Geneva. 15 


tutions of the Christian Religion. After his time, the 
protestants, struggling for existence with the court of 
Rome, and the Jesuits, and most of the powers of 
Europe, lost much of the noble impulse given to them 
in the sixteenth century, and confined themselves to 
the narrow circle of polemical theology. 

When it was understood that the illness of Calvin 
must shortly prove fatal, the magistrates of Geneva, 
as also the ministers of the gospel, came in a body to 
receive the instructions of the dying man, and if pos- 
sible to learn how to obtain a continuation of the bles- 
sings of Providence upon the republic. Farel, at the 
advanced age of eighty, came from Lausanne to be 
present on the occasion. Calvin chose to partake of 
the meal prepared for them, and being carried into the 
room where they were assembled, blessed the food, ate 
a little, conversed with them, and was taken back to 
his bed. Among his parting words, we find this sin- 
gular observation about himself, ‘*I was naturally tim- 
id, but by the help of God,” &c. In his person he 
was not above the middle stature, thin and pale, of a 
dark complexion, and with bright and penetrating eyes. 
His habits were frugal and simple. A few personal 
effects, chiefly books, to the value of about 125 gold 
crowns, were all the property he left behind him. He 
ate once a day, and slept very little; affairs of state 
and of religion, with a consequently extensive corres- 
pondence, scarcely leaving him the time necessary for 
repose. Yet though his latter years were embittered 
by disease in many of her most trying forms, gout, 
stone, head-ache, spitting of blood, and the frequent 
return of intermittent fever, he never relaxed from his 
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Use of Reason in searching the Scriptures. 17 


tianity, or Mahometanism, or Judaism, or Deism, be 
the true faith?—So far from it, would not any one who 
should act thus, be justly held as acting a most irra- 
tional part, as committing a high offence against that 
understanding, which God gave to guide him to the 
truth, and dishonouring God himself, in taking with- 
out examination, for his word and revelation, what, after 
all, might be nothing more than a mere human contri- 
vance? Instead of thus abandoning the guidance of 
our understanding in this inquiry, do we not give our- 
selves up wholly to its decision? Is not reason here 
all in all? Do we not subject the arguments for the 
truth of Christianity to the most unsparing scrutiny? 
Has not every christian of intelligence brought in ar- 
ray against its evidences all the skill and learning he 
may possess, in order to sift them to the bottom, and 
learn whether they really do support what they profess 
to support? Upon this question, every inquiring 
Christian exercises his reason as he ought to do; he 
considers the subject as fairly coming within the pro- 
vince of reason, and he thinks reason competent to 
decide upon it. Now, are any prepared to say, that 
reason may sit in judgment upon the whole body of 
revelation, and pronounce it true or false, and yet 
may not approach the contents? Shall it judge of the 
whole, and not of the parts? Shall it be allowed to 
pronounce on the greater question, and not venture to 
touch the less? 

But it is said, that in judging of the truth of the 
Christian religion, reason has to do only with external 
historical evidence, and that this alters the case entire- 
ly. Not atall. It has, on the contrary, quite as much 
to do with the internal as the external evidence; and 
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and how shall the line be drawn between those on 
which it may, and those on which it may not de- 
cide. It is plain that it cannot be drawn. Every 
thing must be brought to this test,—(and indeed, every 
thing is brought to this test, by all classes of christian 


| believers, in some way or other; for they all persuade 


themselves that what they believe is reasonable,) and 
no man ought to receive a doctrine, or precept, or re- 
ligion, at which his understanding and heart revolt 
For the moment you admit the principle that reason 
has nothing to do with the matter, you at the same 
time open the door to a flood of abuses, of which no 
one can conjecture the nature or bounds. Indeed, the 
opinion that our understanding is to be silent and pas- 
sive on subjects of the highest and most vital concern, 
must be regarded as one of the unaccountable extrava- 
gancies of the human mind. 

But happily for us, the christian religion does not,. 
and never has contained, a single doctrine or injunc- 
tion, which men have been obliged to reject, solely on 
the ground that it did violence to the dictates of the 
understanding. Christians have never been driven to 
this last resort; but every doctrine that has offended 
reason has been refused, not on that account—not on 
the ground of its unreasonableness—but because, on 
fair examination, it has been found not to be a scrip- 
ture doctrine. It has been satisfactorily proved to be 
a corruption of the religion—the mistake or the inven- 
tion of man. 

The office of reason, then, is confined wholly to the 
duty of weighing scripture evidence. It is not called 
upon to say whether this or that doctrine is irrational, 
but, is this or that doctrine in the Bible? And here, 
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So it is with all the doctrines of Calvinism. The tri- 
nitarian searches the Bible, and persuades himself that 
ne sees in it all the doctrines of orthedoxy,.and there- 
fore adopts them for his creed. Another, making use 
of the same means, searches the Bible, and cannot see 
them there, and therefore rejects them. One uses his 
reason no more than the other. All we can say is,. 
that having minds of a different conformation, they 
have come to different results. They may have been pos- 
sessed of equal diligence, humility, piety, and equally 
anxious to arrive at truth, but because nature has given 
them different degrees of capacity, and because evi- 
dence has been presented to them under different cir- 
cumstances, and from different points of view, they 
can no more both of them see the same doctrines, than 
two men can see the same object, one of whom is 
short-sighted, while the other uses Herschell’s teles- 
cope. As many minds as there are of a different con- 
struction, in so many various aspects will the Scrip- 
tures be viewed, and so many various results will be 
obtained. But they are all gained, in some mode or 
other of its exercise, by the self-same faculty—this 
much abused REASON. 

From what has been said, many inferences and re- 
flections naturally arise, but not to trespass, they are 
left to the reader. We. Ws 


Dr. Bancroft’s Sermons. 


We welcome the appearance of this volume with 
the greatest pleasure, satisfied as we are that it is cal- 
culated to enlighten and instruct the inquiring public, 
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man may innocently desire, and which is the only fame 
that he will think worth desiring. 

In an orthodox region, and surrounded by an ortho- 
dox clergy, it is not to be supposed that Dr. Bancroft 
should have escaped religious odium and anathema. 
He has, in fact, been made the immediate mark of 
much bitterness and persecution—that species of per- 
secution we mean, which dares to show itself even in 
this age, and in this country. He has been denied the 
privileges of Christian fellowship, and a right to the 
Christian name. He has been talked against, and 
preached against, by his brethren, and reviled as a 
heretic, and an unbeliever, merely because he was not 
a believer after their fashion. ‘They shunned and de- 
nounced, and taught others to shun and denounce him. 

But the worst part of this spirit, or at least its worst 
manifestations, he has lived to vanquish, and bring to 
silence. The state of things is wonderfully changed; 
and the change is in a great measure to be imputed to 
his exertions, his talents, his writings, and his unim- 
peached conversation and life; without which latter, all 
the others would doubtless have been vain, as they 
ought to have been vain. He is no longer alone and 
unsupported as a minister of religion. There are many 
clergymen in his vicinity who now profess a congenial 
belief; and there are others, who without doing so, are 
yet willing to invite him to their pulpit, and glad to 
cultivate his friendship. He has gained for himself an 
extensive and a valuable influence; an influence not 
jealously demanded on the one side, and grudgingly 
yielded on the other, but freely and unanimously as- 
signed to his age, his services, and his worth. 
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ef the question is, however, cl€arly and fairly stated, 
and the points taken up are ably managed, in all. 

That our readers may see what a large and interest- 
ing variety of subjects is treated of in this volume, we 
will give an enumeration of them. 

On rcligion as a rational and voluntary service; the 
derived existence of Jesus Christ; the Humanitarian 
and Arian dectrine respecting the character of Christ; 
Explanation of supposed Trinitarian Texts; the Scrip- 
tural meaning of the terms, Holy Ghost, Holy Spirit, 
and Spirit of God; the primitive state of the Christian 
Church; the gradual usurpations of the Priesthood; 
the usurpation of the Bishop of Rome; the corruptions 
and abuses of the Papal Hierarchy; the nature and ex- 
tent of the Reformation in the 16th century; the duty 
of Protestants; the system of Calvinism, and its Five 
Points; on Heresy; on the doctrine of Immortality; 
the duties enjoined by the Fourth Commandment; the 
Institutions of the Gospel; the doctrine of ‘Endless 
Punishment; the doctrine of Universal Restoration; 
the annihilation of the incorrigibly wicked; the future 
happiness of the righteous. 

Near the commencement of the sermon entitled, ‘‘Je- 
sus Christ does not possess the attributes of Supreme 
Divinity,” the writer thus briefly expresses the two 
great and comprehensive reasons, which are the foun- 
dation of all our arguments against the Trinity. 

‘“We reject the doctrine of the Trinity, because, by its admission, 
‘we must receive as a doctrine of revelation, and as a term of Chris- 
tian fellowship, a number of words which either have no meaning, or 


amount to a plain contradiction; and because, in our apprehension, 


the doctrine is opposed to the particular and the general language of 
scripture respecting the character of God.” 


3 
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The evidence from Scripture of the subordinate na- 
ture of Christ, adduced in the sermon, is principally 
that which is furnished by our Saviour’s own words, 
and it is arranged in the following order. 

“1, Jesus Christ declared himself to be a being distinet from God. 

“2, He disclaimed the essential attributes of Supreme Divinity, 
underived power, omniscience, and absolute goodness; and he pro- 
claimed his inferiority to the Father. 

‘3. He appeared in our world as the Messenger of God, and 
preached to men not his own doctrines, but the doctrines of God who 
sent him. 

«4, Christ himself prayed to God as the only proper object of wor- 
ship, and directed his disciples to offer their prayers to God through 
him as the Mediator. 

“<5. Having completed the business of his mission on earth, Jesus 
ascended to his God in heaven, and there received the reward of 
his obedience to the Divine Will unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” 

Under the first of these heads, the author introduces 
some of the remarkable and convincing passages of that 
sublime prayer, which Jesus addressed to his Father 
just before he was betrayed, and which is recorded in 
the 17th chapter of John. He then makes this ap- 
peal. 

“If any one doubt whether, in these passages, Christ speaks of 
himseif as a distinct being from Ged—subordinate to him—receiving 
a commission from him—invested with power for its execution—de- 
claring the accomplishment of the high purposes of his embassy—and 
invoking the reward of obedience to a divine command,—let him try 
to put similar sentiments into plainer language.” 

The third sermon in the volume is on the Humani- 
tarian and Arian Doctrines, respecting the nature and 
character of Christ. As we intend, in a future num- 
ber of the Miscellany, to treat this subject at some 
length, we shall refrain from any remarks upon it at 


present. It is the point which constitutes almost the 
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eations, endowments, and influences, which proceed 


from Him. 
An interesting account is then given, extending from 


the sixth to the thirteenth sermon, of the cerruptions 
and abuses of the Christian Church, and of the causes 
and nature of the Reformation. At the commence- 
ment of this series is a passage, which, though some- 
what long for a quotation, we are induced to transfer 
to our pages, because we are sure, that both on account 
of its sentiments and its eloquence, it will prove ac- 
ceptable. 


‘‘Before we enter on this extensive subject, however, I would pre- 
mise one general observation, to prevent censorious judgment res- 
pecting those who differ from us in their ecclesiastical constitutions 
and their forms of public worship. We have an unquestionable right 
to place the corruptions and abuses of all denominations in the 
strongest light, that they may be aveided; but we have no authority 
to judge and condemn the persons of men. To his own master 
every servant must account. Christianity was designed to be an uni- 
versal religion; and in its constitution and general principles it is 
fitted for this purpose. The Divine Author left nations and commu- 
nities of men at liberty to adapt external forms to the state of soci- 
ety, to the nature of civil government, and to the general improve- 
ment of particular ages and countries, In every communion, the 
sincere worshipper will be accepted. Indeed, no individual of the 
human family, as 1 verily believe, is necessarily excluded from the 
ucceptable service of his Maker; and without sincerity no one will 
find acceptance. Hear the language of an enlightened and liberal 
divine of the English Church on this point.—‘Though your Church 
was pure, without spot or imperfection, yet if your heart is not turned 
to God, the worship is hateful, and the prayers are an abomination. 
The homage of the darkest Pagan, worshipping, he knows not what, 
but still worshipping the unknown power that formed him--if he 
bows with humility, if he praises with gratitude, his homage will as- 
cenc grateful tu heaven; while the dead, careless formality of prayer, 
offered up in the proudest Christian temple, shall be rejected as an 
offering unholy, For, think you, that the Almighty esteems names 
and sects? “No; it is the heart that he requires; it is the heart alone 
3% 
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Thoughts for a New Year. $1 


The circumstances are not to be numbered, which 
in this changing world, are the causes of serious 
thought to thinking men. A withered leaf, or a faded 
flower, the waning moon, or the setting sun, a public 
calamity or a private sorrow, the careless gaiety of 
childhood, and the faltering step of age, magnificence 
and misery, a splendid pageant, a solitary tear, a bap- 
tism, a funeral, accident, sickness and death, have all 
a voice, a moral, and a warning. 

The seasons of the year, too, speak in almost human 
language; and men have been fond of tracing, in their 
various phenomena, resemblances to their own exis- 
tence, feelings, and pursuits. Youth and spring have 
been joined together with bands of flowers; the fruits 
of summer have imaged our maturity; our decline is 
foretold by the brown hues of autumn; and winter has 
lent to age its hoar-frost and its snows. 

The notice so generally taken of the day which has 
been fixed upon to commence our years, is proof that 
it is connected with many human sympathies. How, 
indeed, can we help being affected by the silent marks 
which measure out our lives, and serve as stated boun- 
daries to the mysterious progression of time? 

Religion gives a deep interest to notices like these, 
and leads us to value and improve them, and raises our 
thoughts from the divisions and events of time, to Him 
who is without beginning, and without end. 

If we feel in a proper manner our dependence on 
God, and the responsibility of our actions, we shall 
often look back on the experiences of the past, and 
forward to the promises and requisitions of the future. 
At the commencement of a new year, especially, we 
shall be disposed to think on what the last has received 
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Thoughts fora New Fear. 33 


We shall remember, and we ought to remember, with 
shame and contrition, that we have suffered ourselves 
to listen, again and again, to the suggestions of passion 


4 ' and temptation—to listen and to yield—though experi- 


ence admonished, and instruction forbade, and princi- 
ple resisted, and wisdom cried aloud. 

We cannot, in our defence, plead ignorance, nor 
want of means. We cannot deny that we have had 
ample assistance, motive, and encouragement, from 
early education, from books, counsel, religion, Chris- 
tian society, and Christian example. 

But we trust that we have effected some good. We 
trust, that amid all our follies and sins, we have per- 
formed some actions which have proceeded from virtu- 
ous intentions, and terminated in beneficial results. 
Notwithstanding our weakness and rashness, we have 
sometimes resisted with success, and fled when flight 
was victory. Let us thank God for that; not however 
in the spirit of the Pharisee’s thanksgiving; not to in- 
dulge a spiritual vain-glory, nor to flatter a false secu- 
rity; but with a feeling of humble gratitude, and that 
our souls may perceive the value, and the beauty of 
holiness. While we lament that we have done so little 
good, let us be truly grateful for the little which we have 
done; for if there is any thing to thank God for, it is 
that we have been able, in any degree, to imitate and 
obey him. 

From this train of meditations on the past, our 
thoughts on the future will naturally follow. We can- 
not believe that God will cease to be merciful to us, 
that he will withdraw his support, or shorten his hand. 
Let us endeavour to evince our gratitude for his unme- 
rited goodness, by complying henceforth more care- 
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Rules for long Life. 


Tue following energetic lines are by Thomas Ran- 
dolph, a poet who wrote with considerable reputation 
near the beginning of the seventeenth century. 


Take thou no care how to defer thy death, 

Aud give more respite to this mortal breath. 
Would’st thou live long? the only means are these, 
"Bove Galen’s diet, or Hippocrates’. 

Strive to live well; tread in the upright ways; 

And rather count thy actions than thy days. 

Then thou hast lived enough amongst us here, 

For every day well spent I count a year. 

Live well; and then, how soon soe’er thou die, 
Thou art of age to claim eternity. 

But he that outlives Nestor, and appears 

T’have past the date of grave Methuselah’s years, 
If he his life to sloth and sin doth give, 

[ say he only was, he did not live. 


Eastport Unitarian Book Society. 














Societies for the publication and distribution of 
books and tracts, inculcating a rational faith, and a 
consistent morality, have, within a short period, been 
formed in many of our congregations. We are glad 
to find that our brethren of Eastport, in the state of 
Maine, have lately entered into an association of this 
nature. They prove by so doing, that they are con- 
vinced of the truth, excellence, and importance of the 
views which they have embraced, and that they are en- 
gaged in earnest in making them more generally known 
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Dialogue on Unitarianism. 


To the Editor. 
Sir, 


Ix the course of a recent journey, I happened to 
overhear a conversation which took place on the deck 
of a steam-boat, respecting the belief of unitarians. 
Some time afterwards, I committed as much of it as 
I could remember, to writing; and I now send it to 
you, with the hope that it may prove of some utility, 
in the pages of the Miscellany. The speakers on the 
orthodox side, however, are not to be understood as 
representing the strength of the orthodox arguments; for 
a learned trinitarian would have managed the cause ina 
far abler manner. But it will be immediately perceived 
that they speak as thousands speak, who, without real- 
ly knowing any thing of Unitarianism, or even of their 
own doctrines, are constantly pressing forward into a 
controversy, which they are not able to maintain, and 
urging objections, and texts of Scripture, which have 
been, times without number, answered and explained. 
They are to be considered as expressing the common 
prejudices and ignorance of the orthodox, and not 
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Dialogue on Unitarianism. 39 


God. As to this society’s consisting exclusively of 
young persons, though frequently said with a view to 
its discredit, I presume you do not imagine that truth 
resides only with age. The fact, however, is not so. 
But whether young or old, it is much more to the pur- 
pose, that you will never hear any one call in question 
their seriousness, or their Christian deportment, as 
compared with other societies, who are exhorted by 
their pastors to have no intercourse with them, and 
even to shut their doors against them. 

Eld. Gent. But you admit that this Unitarianism is 
a very new doctrine. 

Unit. So far from it, they hold its distinguishing 
tenet to be as old as the first revelation God made of 
himself to man; that it was taught explicitly by God 
himself to the people of Israel, when he said, ‘*Hear, 
O Israel! the Lord your God is onze Lorp;” or, as the 
passage is translated by many critics, ‘‘the Lord is 
your God,—the Lord is One.” ‘‘See now that I, even I, 
am Hx, and there is no God with me.” They hold 
also, that it was taught by our Saviour, in language 
which could hardly be misunderstood, when he de- 
clares, ‘*This is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee, THE ONLY TRUE Gop, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.” 

Eld. Gent. Well, well, all this may be true, but I 
am content to be as wise as my fathers were in these 
matters, and I shall leave these points to be settled by 
the priests, for it is their study and their concern. 

[The unitarian turned away from this disciple of the 
doctrine of his fathers, with a look, of which the pre- 
vailing expression was that of pity. A younger gen- 
tleman, with the manners of a man of the world, and 
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Dialogue on Unitarianism. 41 


Epis. Still they do not believe he was equal with 
the Father. 

Unit. No, and for this plain reason, that he himself 
declares his own inferiority. ‘*My Father is greater 
than I.” ‘‘Of that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father.” And there are numerous passages to the same 
effect. 

Epis. But these he said in his human nature, 

Unit. Where do you learn that? He himself makes 
no mention of his being possessed of two natures, and 
how else could we have derived the knowledge of a 
combination so wonderful, a combination of the Infi- 
nite with a feeble man, of Omniscience with ignorance, 
of Almighty power with that dependent frailty, which 
cannot provide for its own support a single moment. 

Epis. He nowhere says, however, that he was not 
possessed of two natures, the human and divine, and 
upon no other supposition can we reconcile Scripture 
with Scripture, 

Unit. Upon no other supposition can you reconcile 
Scripture with the Athanasian Creed. But how can - 
you set aside the positive testimony of our Lord him- 
self upon the subject? You will admit that of Jesus 
itis truly said, ‘‘no guile was found in his mouth.” 
Now suppose I were to shut one of my eyes, and pro- 
test, while I was looking at you with the other, that I 
did not see you. I might excuse myself for this false- 
hood, by saying, I did not see you with the eye which 
was closed; but would you think me guiltless in at- 
tempting to deceive you by such a quibble; will you , 
impute such conduct, as would be base in another, te — 
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Dialogue on Unitarianism. 43 


bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost; and these three are one.” 

Unit. [have nothing to do with what is, or is not prov- 
ed by words which were never penned by one of the sa- 
ered writers. The verse which you have cited from the 
First Epistle of John, is contained in not a single Greek 
manuscript of the Scriptures, of any antiquity or au- 
thority. The most learned among the orthodox them- 
selves have altogether rejected it, as not genuine; and 
it is a shame that it should still be printed in our Bi- 
bles, as a part of the oracles of truth. 

Eld. Gent. Well, well, I know very little about 
those matters. But did not Jesus command his disci- 
ples to go and teach all nations, ‘‘baptising them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost?” That is in the manuscripts, that is genu- 
ine, is it not? 

Unit. Itis. I cannot see, however, that it proves 
the doctrine of the trinity. It does not go on to say 
that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are one 
God. The converts to Christianity, by their baptism, 
acknowledged their belief in, and subjection to, the 
one God as their Father, to Jesus Christ as his au- 
thorized and inspired Messenger, and to the Holy 
Spirit of God, by whose influences, and not by those 
of any other power, the new religion had been reveal- 
ed, its Messenger had been directed, and its apostles 
endued with supernatural gifts.* You cannot think 
that the mere circumstance of these names being placed 
together in the same sentence, is of any weight. In 
1 Chron. xxix. 20, it is said, ‘All the congregation 


* For a more full exposition of this text, see vol. ii, of the Miscef- 
lany, page 213. 
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Liberal Sentiments of Le Clerc. 45 


sent over to him in Holland, that he might revise them. 
It was thought, no doubt, that it would prove a valu- 
able supplement to the original work of Hammond. 

Le Clerv. entertained a high opinion of the theologi- 
eal literature of England, as it then was, and often 
expressed himself to that purpose. In the letter above 
mentioned, he says, ‘*There is no man, it may be, in 
the continent, that has a greater value for the English 
clergy, and other learned men of that nation, than I, 
or that speaks or writes oftener in their praise.”?» And 
in his **Parrhasiana,” he expresses himself thus forci- 
bly on the same subject. ‘*To say the truth, Mr. L. 
C. attributes more weight to the judgment of that free 
and learned nation, than to that of all the slavish and 
lazy theologians of all the rest of Europe.” 

Sentiments of this kind, and still more his bold and 
rational religious opinions, and expositions of Scrip- 
ture, drew down upon him the heavy animadversions 
and anathemas of many of the theologians on the con- 
tinent. Whenever Le Clerc came out, and it was 
pretty often, with a sensible book, or a free opinion, 
he was sure to have the Philistines upon him; and the 
great watch word and war-cry was, that he was a So- 
cinian. In England, too, he was not without his ad- 
versaries. He quotes, in the letter already alluded to, 
an anonymous English pamphlet, in which are some 
severe censures on his writings, and among them the 
old charge of Socinianism. His answer, distinguished 
for its spirit, and its good sense, we give with pleasure 
to our readers. | 

The cause I have undertaken to defend, both in all 
my other printed works, and my additions to Dr. 
Hammond, is no other than the cause of Christ and 
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tles ever acted in that manner; and whilst they are 
silent, and do not lead the way by their example, I 
had rather incur the danger of being too merciful, 
than expose myself to the charge of the least cruelty 
and barbarity. God will much sooner forgive them 
that heartily love him, that is, who keep his command- 
ments, and especially that great and so often repeated 
one of loving our neighbour, their excessive charity, if 
any charity can be excessive towards men fearing God 
and Christ, though in some things erroneous; than that 
horrible inhumanity, with which they are frequently 
defamed, and persecuted, and forced to endure all 
manner of punishments, only because they profess 
themselves not to believe, what they think Christ or 
his apostles never revealed. I had infinitely rather 
stand in the number of the merciful, before the tribu- 
nal of the great Judge, than in the company of perse- 
cutors, whatever their riches or honours are in this 
world. I had rather be in the meanwhile evil spoken 
of, and suspected of errors, which I am as far from as 
can be, than appear by any means to countenance such 
barbarity. 

Nor am I of their mind, who oppose those that differ 
from them with any kind of arguments, after the ex- 
ample of bad lawyers, who deny all that their adver- 
saries affirm, and affirm all they deny. Truth, in my 
judgment, can never be well defended, but by truth. 
Let others contend with passion, and affirm what it is 
the interest of the:r party should seem true, or deny, 
not that which they are sure is false, but which they 
think it necessary should appear so, that their side 
may prevail; as for me, I will always say what I think 
true, and shall never fear any danger te the Christian 
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ner, I should say, that this censurer is a close Soci- 
nian, who by secret methods endeavours to advance 
the credit of Socinus’s opinions. For it must needs 
be a very powerful doctrine in his apprehension, which 
if any, though never so little, of it be mixed with the 
writings of orthodox divines, it so obscures all their 
reasons, that whether they will or no, it is easily im- 
bibed. This way of arguing, tends more to magnify 
and promote, than to depress and extinguish Socinian- 
ism, against which the most learned annotations on the 
New Testament are not, it seems, a sufficient preser- 
vative. 

Besides this, there is another thing which gives 
ground for suspicion, and it is what my censurer,.and 
others such as he, generally stand by. To wit, ifa 
person be any thing ingenious, or more learned than 
ordinary, and writes out of the common road, he is 
presently a Socinian; as if all men of sense must needs 
turn Socinians. We have lately had a remarkable in- 
stance of this in the worthy and ingenious Mr. Locke, 
who, because he reasons more accurately about many 
things, than any before him had done, in his ex- 
cellent treatise of Human Understanding, is imme- 
diately cried down as a Socinian, by this censurer and 
others. ‘This is in earnest to favour the Socinians, to 
make all good wits of their number. Just such re- 
ports were formerly spread of Hugo Grotius, and Rene 
Cartesius; which were no disgrace at all to those men; 
but an honour to the Socinians. So Erasmus was be- 
fore charged with Arianism, by the monks of those 
times, and others no better than they; as if it had been 
impossible for a man of his capacity to be orthodox, 

I am conscious to myself how far I come short of 
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Gratitude te God. 


GRATITUDE is an amiable feeling, a lovely virtue. 
There is no surer indication of depravity than its ab- 
sence, and, on the other hand, wherever it is manifest- 
ed, there is always some goodness left, of principle or 
disposition, though it be found in company with the 
worst vices and crimes. A sweet flower is growing 
amidst the wild weeds, and the soil may be reclaimed. 
It ‘*marks where a garden has been,” or may yet be. 

In proof of this, let us examine the nature of true 
gratitude, and analyze the sentiment which it expresses. 
Its origin is obvious enough. It is produced by the re- 
ception of favours, or the exhibition of good will. And 
when produced, what is its language? If we are not 
much mistaken, the feelings of an obliged and grateful 
person to his benefactor might be thus translated into 
words. ‘*I perceive that you wish to please me, and 
make me happy. Youhavedone so. In return, I feel 
the same disposition to please you, and make you hap- 
py, and I shall lose no opportunity in consulting your 
good.” 

This isenough. It is all the return which the bene- 
factor looked for, and he is satisfied. And he is not, 
and cannot be satisfied without it; for though he may, 
in any event, be rewarded by the consciousness of 
having done well, he yet cannot fail of being grieved 
and hurt, to see that his good offices should be’'returned 
with apathy, and that so remarkable a deficiency in 
duty should meet the performance of his own. 

if this analysis of the principle of gratitude be just, 
it is nearly allied to benevolence. He who is grateful 
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increase his happiness. Our gratitude to him cannot 
therefore be guided by precisely the same rules, nor 
can it be displayed in the same manner, as in our in- 
tercourse with men. 

The claims of the Almighty on our gratitude are not 
to be numbered, nor estimated. ‘They are countless as 
the leaves of the forest, constant as time, and vast as 
they are constant and countless. He is the author of 
our lives, and the preserver of our lives, and conse- 
quently the original source of all our comforts, enjoy- 
ments and blessings, from the first momeut of life to 
its last. 

Why should we be grateful to the man who confers 
a benefit upon us, and not to the Bemg who gave him 
the power and the disposition to ‘confer it? Why 
should we acknowledge those favours, the greatest of 
which must be limited ‘by the ability which bestows 
them, and not these which would be attempted in vain 
by the mightiest human agency? What mortal hand 
could ‘have spread out for us the magnificent canopy 
of-heaven, or kindled the ever glowing furnace of the 
sun, or hung in the day-forsaken skies the lamp of the 
mild moon? ‘What human power can bring one cloud 
upon a thirsty land, er bid one rain-drop to descend, 
or cause one blade of grass to grow? And who but the 
Almighty God could have wrapped the vast world in 
that transparent element, which sustains and binds 
together all breathing and living things? 

These blessings are so constant and common, that we 
are not apt to appreciate them; and yet it is their very 
constancy and diffusion which places them above all 
value. ‘The most tender and persevering kindness of 
a fellow being must at times be remitted, and tbe 
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of our moral excellence, of the proper performance of 
our duty, and of our final acceptance. 

Our gratitude to the Deity is to be manifested by 
mental and verbal acknowledgment, and by the obe- 
dience of our lives to the divine law. 

We would not surely think ourselves justified in 
giving no intimation, either to ourselves or to others, 
of incalculable and ever increasing obligations. We 
would not live for years on the domains of God, in- 
debted for our daily sustenance to his bounty, and not 
send one poor thought to acknowledge our fealty at 
his throne. If we were to dismiss the ferm of giving 
thanks, it is to be feared that the feeling of gratitude 
itself would soon follow of its own accord. By pre- 
scribing to ourselves a frequent confession of depen- 
dence and obligation, a thankful disposition is cherished, 
and kept alive, if not actually created. ‘The breath 
of praise fans the flame of gratitude.” 

But the best proof which we can give that we are 
sensible of our obligations to the Almighty, is our 
obedience to his commandments, and the performance 
of our duty. This is the great test of the sincerity of 
our gratitude, without which all forms and professions 
are but empty pretence. A son proves himself grate- 
ful to his father for the care, support, protection, and 
instruction which he has received from him, by ob- 
serving his injunctions, by consulting his wishes, and 
by making such an improvement of his opportunities 
as to become an honour, and not a disgrace to the kind 
hand which furnished them. Our Heavenly Father 
requires a similar return. He has given us capaci- 
ties, and he demands their exertion; faculties, and he 
looks for their cultivation; opportunities, and he calls 
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. | I hear it in the rushing wind; 

ee Hills that have for ages stood, 

q : And clouds, with gold and silver lined, 
os. Are still repeating, God is good. 


Each little rill that many a year 
Has the same verdant path pursued, 


4 And every bird, in accents clear, 

a Joins in the song that God is good. 

a: The restless main, with haughty roar 

Z. Calms each wild wave, and billow rude, 


Retreats submissive from the shore, 
And swells the chorus, God is good. 


Countless hosts of burning stars 
Sing his praise with light renew’d; 

a The rising sun each day declares 

4 In rays of glory, God is good. 
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The moon that walks in brightness says, 
God is good!—and man, endued 
With power to speak his Maker’s praise, 
Should still repeat that God is good. 
E. 


-—--__-_o 


Unitarian Address to the Bishop of Norwich. 


On the third of October, the Eastern Unitarian Society 
presented an address to the venerable Bishop of Nor- 
wich, thanking him for ‘‘his uniform attachment and 
marked devotion to the cause of religious liberty.” Af- 
ter the address had been read by the Rev. Mr. Madge, 
and presented to the Bishop, his lordship replied in the 
following words;— 
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to stand or fall by the judgment of our common Lord 
and Master, to whom both we and they must hereafter 
give an account; and in the mean time, should we, upon 
reflection, regard it as a duty to convert others to our 
own peculiar opinions, let us never cease to remember 
that reason and argument are the only weapons of spi- 
ritual warfare. And even in the use of these, we shall 
do well constantly to bear in mind, that revealed re- 
ligion was graciously vouchsafed to man, ‘‘non dispu- 
tandi causa, sed ita vivendi.” 


Second Annual Report of the Baltimore Unitarian 
Book Society. 


Tue Second Anniversary of the Baltimore Unitarian 
Society for the distribution of books, was held the 25th 
of December, at the First Independent Church. A 
discourse, suited to the occasion, was delivered, and 
after the religious services of the day, the secretary 
communicated the following 


REPORT, 


In making a statement to the society of their last 
year’s proceedings, the managers are gratified with 
being able to express a high satisfaction at the success 
of their labours. According to such means and oppor- 
tunities as were in their power, they have endeavoured 
to promote the objects of the Society. Books and tracts 
have been circulated in various directions, and in those 
places especially, where the greatest benefit may rea- 
sonably be expected. By publication, exchange, and 
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do what we can to build up the kingdom of God in the 
world, if we would seek for the blessings of his good 
government, and the joys of his final approbation. 
With these views we may be encouraged to persevere, 
and trust to the great Ruler of all things to direct our 
labours, in conformity with his wise and holy designs. 

To the present time, the good influences of an over- 
ruling Providence have been manifest, in strengthening 
the hands, and cheering the hearts of our brethren in 
this country. New congregations are forming, preach- 
ers are multiplying, the demand for unitarian writings 
is increasing, and a spirit of inquiry has gone abroad. 
In some parts of New England, a large portion of the 
inhabitants are Unitarians; many are found at the South 
and the West, and some in almost every town and vil- 
lage in the union. More than forty preachers, profes- 
sing unitarian sentiments, are employed in Kentucky 
and Ohio, some with established congregations, others 
in the duties of missionaries, Our central situation 
gives us facilities for sending our tracts and books in 
these various directions, and this should prove to us 
both the value of our institution and the importance of 
zealous activity. 

But for the influence of our religious views, we do 
not look more to the increase of our numbers, and pros- 
perity of our churches, than to the gradual change of 
public feeling. We see it in the softened tones of ortho- 
doxy, the subdued spirit of bigotry, the weakened power 
of prejudice, the gradual relentings of malevolence, the 
dying embers of kindled passions, and in all the indica- 
tions of the increasing ascendency of truth over error, 
of reason over blind credulity, of piety over hypocrisy, 
and of charity over the narrow views of sectarism, and 
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nunciations. They make for peace, and righteousness, 
and love, and christian fellowship. 

The means of knowledge, which the managers pos- 
sess, have made them acquainted with several facts 
respecting the present state of Unitarianism abroad, 
and they are happy to say, their information is encou- 
raging. In England, there are nearly four hundred 
regular unitarian congregations, and numerous So- 
cieties for publishing and distributing books and tracts, 
In Scotland, several churches have been established, 
and others are forming; and from Ireland, the mission- 
aries send favorable report. 

A letter written at Clausenburg, Transylvania, in the 
month of May last, by amember of the Unitarian Con- 
sistory, in that place, conveys the information, that in 
Transylvania there are at present forty thousand Uni- 
tarians, constituting one hundred and twenty churches, 
Unitarianism is one of the four religions, which enjoy 
equal rights and privileges in that country, the other 
three being the Roman Catholic, the Calvinistic, and 
the Lutheran. | 

During the last year a Unitarian Society has been 
formed in Calcutta, under the direction of a Baptist 
missionary to that place. Hopes are entertained, that 
much good will result to the cause of christianity from 
this society, and another of the same kind at Madras. 
It is weil known, that the natives of that country, 
among whom are many wise and learned men, have al- 
ways represented the peculiar doctrines of orthodoxy, 
as an insuperable obstacle to their ever embracing chris- 
tianity. It is not unreasonable to hope, that when they 
shall be acquainted with this religion in its native sim- 
plicity and purity; free from the inventions and addi- 
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perhaps, to learn that the following notice was pub- 
lished in the last number of the Theological Repertory. 

“The first bell erected in the city of Washington, and devoted to 
the purpose cf calling together a Christian congregation for public 
worship, was placed, on the 30th of November last, in the belfry of 
St. John’s Chureh.” 

We must say that we were somewhat surprised at 
this paragraph ourselves, although we had some pre- 
vious acquaintance with the temper of the work in 
which we found it. But for the future, we shall be 
surprised at nothing which we may see in its pages; 
except it be, through chance, or grace, a little charity, 
Christian spirit, or good sense. 

If it had been possible, indeed, to have supposed 
any explanation of this notice, or to have imagined any 
excuse for it, however improbable, we would have 
done so. We might have presumed that the editors of 
the Repertory had all been seized with a temporary 
deafness, and that though the bell of the Unitarian 
Church had been ringing over their heads a month before 
their notice was published, yet not one of them had 
heard it. Or we might have presumed, that though they 
had heard it, they were not aware that the society who 
made use of it professed to be Christians. We might 
have made these, or other suppositions, equally proba- 
ble, but we were not permitted to distress our inven- 
tion. By printing the word Christian in italics, they 
have taken pains to render their meaning as clear as 
possible, and to place it, in fact, beyond a doubt. 

In that one short paragraph, is contained the sub- 
stance and essence of all that has been said against us, 
by our bitterest enemies and revilers. It denies us 
the Christian name. It denies us a name which is 
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Before we leave them, we are desirous of letting our 
readers see that they are consistent in their creed, as 
well as in their spirit, and that they do not hesitate to 
pursue their doctrines to their consequences. The fol- 
lowing precious verse commences a piece entitled ‘*The 
Babe of Bethlehem.” It is in the same number which 
furnished our other quotation. 


‘‘Thou infant of Bethlehem! poor lonely stranger, 
Feeble and friendless, thy birth-place a stall, 

Thy mantle all lowly, thy cradle a manger; 
Thou infant of BethlV’hem, art—God over all,” 


The second title of the Repertory is the Church- 
man’s Guide. Let who will be guided by it, we are 
most firmly convinced, that so long as these are its 
ways, it will never serve as a guide to us. 


Obituary Notice of the Rev. Dr. Osgood. 


Diep, on the 12th of December, 1822, in Medford, 
Massachusetts, the Rev David Osgood, D.D. pastor 
of the congregational church in that town; in the se- 
venty-sixth year of his age, and the forty-eighth of his 
ministry. 

When such men as Dr. Osgood die, it is a duty which 
we owe to society, to preserve some memorial of their 
lives. Without having performed actions which fame 
will be busy in announcing, or occupied stations which 
will give them a prescriptive demand on the pen of the 
historian, they have exhibited talents and virtues, and 
exercised influences, which should in some way be re- 
gistered, that their names and characters may not be 
entirely lost, when their footsteps on the earth are 
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In his pastoral care, he laboured most assiduously 
and usefully. A long life was devoted to it. The 
constant and filial respect of his parishioners while he 
was with them, and their deep sorrow for his loss, tes- 
tify in the most unequivocal manner that he was a faith- 
ful shepherd. 

As a preacher he was very distinguished. His mat- 
ter was copious and sensible, and drawn, for the most 
part, from the moral precepts, and the undisputed doc- 
trines of the Gospel. His style was animated and for- 
cible; and his manner one of the most striking which we 
have ever witnessed. His looks, his gestures, and the 
tones of his voice, were altogether peculiar to himself, 
Without being at all like those which we are accustom- 
ed to find in what is called a finished speaker, they 
were so energetic, so full of meaning, so truly elo- 
quent, that they arrested and enchained the most pro- 
found and delighted attention. We shall never forget 
his patriarchal appearance in the pulpit. No one who 
has witnessed, could ever forget it. 

But the most remarkable trait perhaps in Dr. Os- 
good’s character, and that which we particularly wish 
to notice and preserve, was his uncommon liberality 
of feeling. In doctrinal opinions he ranked himself 
among the orthodox; but in narrowness, in exclusive- 
ness, in Pharisaical pride, in excommunication of those 
who differed from him in belief, he would join with no 
man. If he had been so disposed, he might have be- 
come the demagogue of a party; he might have presided 
in the meetings of the infallible, and pointed out what 
men should believe, and what they should not believe, 
and who should be supported, and who should be de- 
wounced, and have said, as others have said, to the ad- 
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Conversion of the Jews. 71 


the character of Dr. Osgood, is rare, and deserving of 
all praise. We consider it as infinitely more honour- 
able than any mere party distinction. It increased our 
reverence for him while he was in life, and it has made 
us anxious to pay this tribute to his memory. 


Conversion of the Jews. 


To the Editor. 


Sir 

"You are aware that there has been much excite- 
ment in this quarter, of late, on the subject of convert- 
ing the Jews. Of the person who has been the cause of 
it I shall say nothing. He is supported by some as a 
true convert, and an honest man, and by some he is 
charged with being a dissembler. Between these two 
opinions I have not had sufficient means of judging, 
and I shall wait for more precise and authentic infor- 
mation than I now happen to possess, before I make 
up my mind to give him my approbation in the one 
event, or my contempt in the other. I only wish to 
speak of the subject itself; and in doing so, I will not 
trouble you with a critical examination of the texts of 
Scripture, which have been quoted in reference to it, 
but merely offer a few thoughts which have occurred 


to me, since the matter has been so much agitated in 
public. 


As a Christian, then, Sir, I regard the separate exis- 
tence of the Jews, scattered as they are among the na- 
tions of the earth, as one of the great standing miracles 
of the Christian religion. It is one of the remarkable 
prophecies of our Savieur, remarkably fulfilled. Now 
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And who are this people whose ignorance is so feel- 
ingly commiserated? What are their doctrines, and 
whom do they adore? Do they bow down to the spirit 
of evil, to fire, to the sun, or the moon? One would 
think so, to hear the language and the tone in which 
they are so often mentioned. But they worship the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God whom 
we worship, and whom our Saviour himself worshipped. 
We now read in our churches, and to our children, 
the books which they esteem most sacred, and which 
they reverence as their law and their guide. They 
were the people who preserved those books, while the 
rest of the world was in darkness; 

‘“‘Even they who kept the faith so pure of old, 
When all our fathers worship’d stocks and stones.” 

But it is said that they are degraded, and servile, 
and crafty, and dissembling. And if they are, I an- 
swer, what has made them so? Have they not been op- 
pressed, wronged, insulted, and crushed, by every na- 
tion under heaven, till degradation and servility were 
written as a sign upon their hand, and as frontlets be- 
tween theireyes? Have not their goods and their pos- 
sessions been extorted frem them, have they not been 
imprisoned, beaten, persecuted, banished, tortured, 
and put to death, because of their faith, and that too 
by those, whose faith was not to be compared in purity 
to their own? And whatever vices of character this 
most unholy and unchristian tyranny has occasioned in 
this outlawed race, one virtue at least it has never sha- 
ken; their constancy it has never overcome. In the 
midst of all their sufferings they have clung fast to the 
faith of their fathers, and only clung to it the faster, 
when the sea of persecution was threatening to over- 
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or a Peruvian for the faith of Pizarro? And when a 
Jew has passed a Christian, who ‘‘called him cut-throat 
dog, and spit upon his Jewish gabardine,” will he, think 
you, Sir, beg the next Christian whom he sees to give 
him a New Testament? Let Christians treat Jews as 
if they were human beings, and fellow creatures; let 
them manifest in their behaviour toward them the love 
of the Gospel, and then, if the Deity should permit, 
we may succeed in converting them. But not till then, 
unless an overwhelming miracle should be wrought for 
them. 

Your patience for one word more, and I will end. 
We are told in the public papers that *‘the divine ve- 
racity is pledged” to convert the Jews; and we are 
then called on to lend our aid to the work. The sig- 
nification of this argument is plain. The pledge is not 
to be redeemed without us. What presumption! A 
few mortals get together, form a society, choose offi- 
cers, have their names printed in the newspapers, col- 
lect some hundreds of dollars—and all this to esta- 
blish the veracity of the Holy One! Yes, Sir, to as- 
sist the Almighty in keeping his word! 

Yours, &c. 


W.P. 


The Liberal Christian. 


WE have received the first number of a religious pa- 
per, with the above title, which has been commenced 
in Brooklyn, Connecticut, edited by the minister of 
that place, the Rev. S.J. May. <A perusal of the ar- 
ticles contained in it has afforded us much gratification. 
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Dialogue on Atonement. 


- To the Editor. 
SIR, 


T'xe same motives by which I was governed in 
sending you the Dialogue on Unitarianism, which was 
printed in your last number, have induced me to trans- 
mit to you the substance of another conversation, on 
the popular doctrine of Atonement, which I hope will be 
received with equal favour. 

It so happened that I fell into company a few days 
ago, at the house of a friend, in New-York, with two 
of my former companions in the steam-boat, the Uni- 
tarian, and the Episcopalian. They recognized each 
other at once; and after the usual compliments, mani- 
fested a desire to resume the old subject of discussion. 
The Episcopalian observed, that since their last meet- 
ing, he had divested himself of his prejudices so far as 
to attend divine worship, one morning, at the Unita- 
rian Church. 

‘‘And how were you pleased?”’ asked the other. 

Episcopalian. Extremely well. Every part of the 
services was conducted in a serious, interesting, and 
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have translated it, as they intimate in the margin it 
might have been done here also, by the word reconcilia- 
tion. I say this merely to let you see how much those 
people are mistaken who think that atonement is a New 
Testament word, and who use it as if it were repeated 
in every chapter of that sacred volume. But I consi- 
der this inconsistent translation as of little moment. 
To the popular doctrine, indeed, it affords no manner 
of countenance; for St. Paul expressly asserts in that 
passage, Rom. v. !1. that it is we, and not God, who 
have received the atonement, whatever that word may 
signify. Weare no where told that the death of Christ 
was intended either to manifest, or to assuage, the 
wrath of God, but, on the contrary, to indicate and at- 
test his love. ‘‘Herein perceive we the love of Ged, 
because Christ laid down his life for us.” The Scrip- 
tures uniformly declare that we are reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, but in no place intimate that 
God was reconciled to us. | 

Epis. But what do you mean by our being recon- 
ciled to God? 

Unit. While we are in our sins, we are, in a certain 
sense, enemies to God; for God is goodness, and de- 
lights only in good. God cannot be our enemy, nor 
the enemy of any thing which he has made. He is 
long suffering, and always desirous that we should re- 
turn to him. When therefore we feel, as we ought, 
the motives, and obey, as far as we are able, the laws, 
which Jesus Christ lived and died to set forth and con- 
firm, we give up our enmity, and are reconciled to our 
Father in Heaven. 

Epis. You have said nothimg of Christ as a sacrifice. 
W hat efficacy de you ascribe to his death? 
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rest entirely on the mercy of God, which is declared to 
us by Jesus Christ, and through which, we firmly be- 
lieve, our sincere, though imperfect obedience, will be re- 
ceived as the condition of our acceptance and salvation. 

Epis. You call Jesus Christ your Saviour. What 
meaning do you affix to that name, according to your 
belief? 

Unit. A most interesting and rational one. By re- 
vealing to me the true relations in which I stand to the 
Author of my being; by giving me a confident assur- 
ance that after this life there is to be another, which 
shall endure for ever; and by leaving precepts, and an 
example, by observing which my happiness in that fu- 
ture and endless life will be secured, through the 
loving mercy of God; he has presented me with both 
the motive, and the means, of escape from the power 
of sin, and of perseverance in a course of holiness. He 
saves me from the dominion of guilt, from the bitter 
consequences of transgression, from the chains and 
gloom of moral death, from lasting degradation in the 
universe of God. What could I be saved from more 
terrible than this? What salvation can be more mo- 
mentous or precious than this? In what higher sense than 
this, I pray, could Jesus be my Saviour and Redeemer? 

Epis. O, there is so much arguing on this side, and 
explaining on that side, that for my part, if left to my- 
self, I should not know where to turn. As I said be- 
fore, I shall believe as the church believes, and take 
my Bishop for my guide in all these matters of faith. 

Unit. Then if your Bishop had been a Roman Catho- 
lic, you would have believed in transubstantiation; you 
would have worshipped the ‘‘holy mother of God,” and 
bowed to the decision of the infallible Pope. And 
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the doctrine of transubstantiation, or the real presence 
of Christ in the sacramental bread and wine, which is 
still revered as a mystery by a majority of Christians, 
which has more direct support in the Scriptures than 
the doctrine of three persons in one God, and which 
requires a no less entire ‘‘prostration ef the under- 
standing?” Is it only when reason cries out against 
some article of your own church, that you protest 
against its interference? If so, you have only changed 
one infallible pope fer a whole bench of them. Depend 
upon it, my dear sir, that a man neither evinces his 
piety, his humility, nor his gratitude, by hesitating to 
employ, in the highest of all researches, that power, 
which like his other powers, was given to him by his 
Maker, to be exerted and improved. I am as much 
opposed to a spirit of undistinguishing skepticism, 
hasty determination, or reckless levity, as any one can 
be. The abuse is as bad as the neglect of reason. But 
I give not that sacred name to what I regard as the 
height of folly. Others may raise a cry against human 
reason, and apply for their faith to popes, councils, 
bishops, churches, synods, conventions, or creeds; for 
my part I shall resort toa higher and purer source. 
I ask no man what I shall believe or disbelieve, and I 
care for no mortal’s excommunication; but taking the 
light of that reason, which I value as my distinction 
and birthright, I shall go with an inquiring mind, and 
a humble heart, to learn my faith and my duty from 
THE WORD OF Gop.—But I am warned by the clock of 


our friend that I must attend to an engagement abroad; 
so I will bid you farewell. 8. 
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Mystery of the Trinity. 85 


clearly understood. Witness the shocking language 
which ushers in the Athanasian Creed. ‘* Whosoever 
will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he 
hold the Catholic faith; which faith, except every one 
do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall 
perish everlastingly.”’ And again, at the end of this 
famous symbol. ‘*TZhis is the Catholic faith, which 
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved.” 
Hence, if a rational consideration of this dogma of the 
trinity should raise the slightest doubt of its truth in 
the mind of an inquirer, the creed has fixed on him 
the sentence of eternal reprobation for his temerity. 
Well may we ask; if this doctrine of the trinity be so 
sublime and so ineffable a mystery, that it revolts at 
all scrutiny and investigation, why should the Apostle 
command us to ‘‘prove all things, and hold fast that 
which is good?” 

Concerning every subject, which comes under our 
inquiry, two questions may be asked. First, whether 
there be such a thing? And, secondly, in what man- 
ner it exists? The first question is the foundation of 
the second, and is the first to be answered. Forif a 
thing do not exist, if it be only a figment of the ima- 
gination, it is idle to ask in what manner it exists. 
Now there are innumerable things, which every one 
knows to exist, but the manner of whose existence is 
not comprehensible by the human faculties. What- 
ever is known, is not a mystery. Whatever is con- 
cealed and unknown, is a mystery, and will remain 
such, till it shall be discovered, either by inquiry, re- 
flection, or a revelation from God. 

The omniscience of the Deity, for example, is no 
mystery. It is a truth perfectly well known both from 
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doctrine set forth. The questions, which the opposers 
of the trinity wish to have solved, are, whether the 
Supreme God is one in essence, and three in persons? 
Whether the Father is God, the Son is God, and the 
Holy Spirit is God, and yet there are not three Gods, 
but one God? Whether the Most High descended 
from heaven, as the second person of the trinity, and 
took upon himself the nature of man? These dogmas, 
and many others equally strange and difficult, are 
daily urged upon us. 

To inquire whether these things are so, whether they 
afford a true representation of the Deity, is very far 
from being an improper exercise. No lover of truth 
would account this inquiry a crime, any more than he 
would account it a crime in one of the learned an- 
cients, who believed the world to be eternal, as Aris- 
totle, Pliny, and others, for inquiring whether it might 
not be true, that God created the world in time. Be- 
sides, if there be any fault in this particular, it is on 
the side of trinitarians themselves. They not only 
tell us, that God is one and three at the same time, 
but they undertake to explain the mode of this triune 
nature. Thus they pry into the very depths of what 
they call an inscrutable mystery. When they say, 
that God is one in essence, and three in persons, what 
is this but developing the modes of the trinity? And 
again, you will find them describing, with as much mi- 
nuteness as temerity, all the circumstances and _par- 
ticulars of the eternal generation of the Son from the 
essence of the Father, and explaining in what manner 
the Father produced the Son after a certain pattern 


formed in his mind by contemplating himself. With 
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clearly understood. Witness the shocking language 
which ushers in the Athanasian Creed. ‘* Whosoever 
will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he 
hold the Catholic faith; which faith, except every one 
do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall 
perish everlastingly.” And again, at the end of this 
famous symbol. ‘*This is the Catholic faith, which 
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved.” 
Hence, if a rational consideration of this dogma of the 
trinity should raise the slightest doubt of its truth in 
the mind of an inquirer, the creed has fixed on him 
the sentence of eternal reprobation for his temerity. 
Well may we ask; if this doctrine of the trinity be so 
sublime and so ineffable a mystery, that it revolts at 
all scrutiny and investigation, why should the Apostle 
command us to ‘‘prove all things, and hold fast that 
which is good?” 

Concerning every subject, which comes under our 
inquiry, two questions may be asked. First, whether 
there be such a thing? And, secondly, in what man- 
ner it exists? The first question is the foundation of 
the second, and is the first to be answered. Forif a 
thing do not exist, if it be only a figment of the ima- 
gination, it is idle to ask in what manner it exists. 
Now there are innumerable things, which every one 
knows to exist, but the manner of whose existence is 
not comprehensible by the human faculties. What- 
ever is known, is not a mystery. Whatever is con- 
cealed and unknown, is a mystery, and will remain 
such, till it shall be discovered, either by inquiry, re- 
flection, or a revelation from God, 

The omniscience of the Deity, for example, is no 
mystery. It is a truth perfectly well known both from 
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tainly can call this a mystery, who professes to know 
it, and to inculcate and teach it to others. A mystery 
is a thing of which we are ignorant; but truly they 
who boast of finding this doctrine in the Scriptures, 
will not speak of its being a mystery, since, if it be 
there, all men may know it, who read the Scriptures 
and believe in them. To them, indeed, who do not 
yet know that there is a trinity, this doctrine must be 
a mystery. There can be no reason why such should 
be prohibited from inquiring whether there be such 
a doctrine or not. Are they to be frightened from an 
investigation of truth, because they are told that the 
thing they search after is an inscrutable mystery? 

If the trinity be no longer a mystery to those, who 
know and believe this doctrine, it is their duty so to 
behave towards others, from whom they require a 
similar knowledge and faith, that it may no longer 
be a mystery, but that they may have the same clear 
and indubitable knowledge of its truth. That is, 
they ought to use all proper modes of instruction, 
and not think to force their dogma on the minds of 
men without proof, but to convince them by solid and 
irrefragable arguments, and to refute their objections 
by sound and sober reasoning. 

Furthermore, if any person be fully convinced, or if 
the truth of a thing be demonstrated to him by argu- 
ments so strong, that objections have no weight, he is 
nevertheless not prohibited from further investigation, 
nor from inquiring, when the subject is within his com- 
prehension, in what manner this thing exists. On the 
contrary, he is worthy of the highest praise for thus 
attempting to enlarge the bounds of his knowledge 
But if he declines inquiring further, he must be con- 
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doctrine set forth. The questions, which the opposers 
of the trinity wish to have solved, are, whether the 
Supreme God is one in essence, and three in persons? 
Whether the Father is God, the Son is God, and the 
Holy Spirit is God, and yet there are not three Gods, 
but one God? Whether the Most High descended 
from heaven, as the second person of the trinity, and 
took upon himself the nature of man? These dogmas, 
and many others equally strange and difficult, are 
daily urged upon us. 

To inquire whether these things are so, whether they 
afford a true representation of the Deity, is very far 
from being an improper exercise. No lover of truth 
would account this inquiry a crime, any more than he 
would account it a crime in one of the learned an- 
cients, who believed the world to be eternal, as Aris- 
totle, Pliny, and others, for inquiring whether it might 
not be true, that God created the world in time. Be- 
sides, if there be any fault in this particular, it is on 
the side of trinitarians themselves. They not only 
tell us, that God is one and three at the same time, 
but they undertake to explain the mode of this triune 
nature. Thus they pry into the very depths of what 
they call an inscrutable mystery. When they say, 
that God is one in essence, and three in persons, what 
is this but developing the modes of the trinity? And 
again, you will find them describing, with as much mi- 
nuteness as temerity, all the circumstances and par- 
ticulars of the eternal generation of the Son from the 
essence of the Father, and explaining in what manner 
the Father produced the Son after a certain pattern 


formed in his mind by contemplating himself. With 
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advantage which it affords. Prove the truth of such a 
doctrine as the trinity, and, mystery or not, unitarians 
will believe it. But while this point remains unset- 
tled, how is it to be expected, that we shall grope in 
darkness for a thing, which its warmest advocates as- 
sure us can never be found. 

Again, as Wolzogen has observed, trinitarians make 
no mystery of their doctrine, when it is once allowed 
to be true. They only tell you it is a mystery, when 
they cannot convince you of its reality. Look at their 
endless disputes among themselves. How hot have 
been the controversies about essences and persons, 
consubstantiality, modes, and substances, eternal gene- 
ration and procession, and many other dogmas con- 
cerning the elemental properties of the trinity. The 
truth is, that in these speculations all pretence to mys 
tery has been given up. Nothing has been too pro- 
found or too difficult for the human mind to fathom. 
Even the secret purposes of Jehovah himself have been 
laid open. The particular offices of each person of the 
trinity have been found out, and made known by the 
initiated. The agreement between the first and second 
persons of the trinity before the creation, respecting 
the destiny of man, and the consent of the third person 
to unite in aiding their designs, have been developed 
in volumes of massive size. 

The relation in which these persons of the trinity 
stand to each other has been a subject of high contro- 
versy among trinitarians, but never a matter of mys- 
tery. Even at this day we see learned divines gravely 
disputing the point, whether the Son has proceeded 
from the Father by an eternal generation, or whether 
he has always had an independent existence. Think 
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plied to the whole New Testament. Mysterium est 
non quod sit in se axararnwroy, sed quia de eo sine re- 
velatione Novi Testamenti nunquam homines cogitas- 
sent. ‘*‘A mystery is not such, because it has any thing 
in itself incomprehensible, but because it never would 
have been thought of, had it not been revealed in the 
New Testament.” The term mystery in the Scrip- 
tures is never applied to any doctrine, which is re- 
quired to be believed, and which is at the same time 
unsearchable, unintelligible, and incomprehensible. It 
is used to denote truths, which have been revealed, but 
which were before unknown. After they are revealed, 
they must be understood, and are no longer a mystery. 
And in regard to the trinity, if it be actually a mys- 
tery, it has never been revealed, and cannot be an 
article of christian faith. 

Le Clerc further says, in respect to the trinity, 
Mysterium illud, quod hactenus theologis omnibus cru- 
cem fixit, facile explicatu esse, modo recte ineatur via, 
contendimus. ‘‘I contend; that this mystery, which 
has hitherto tortured all theologians, may be easily ex- 
plained, if they will go about it in the right way.” 
What this right way is, Le Clerc has not made known; 
but he has encouraged us to search and try, by taking 
away the impenetrable cloud of mystery. With this 
freedom and encouragement, we may at least havea 
glimmering light of hope, that our labour and patience 
of inquiry may not be absolutely unprofitable. But 
when you send us in search of a doctrine, which is 
hidden in the impervious fogs of mystery; when you 
present us with arguments, which can prove nothing, 
since nothing can be proved; when you call on us to 
yield assent to an article of faith, which you affirm to 
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favoured by heaven, always burning with the most in- 
tense gratitude to his divine benefactor, we have not 
unfrequently found that he who has the least to awa- 
ken his gratitude, is the most deeply impressed with a 
sense of his obligation. 

I shall attempt in this essay, to illustrate the fact, 
that prosperity often begets a spirit of self-confidence; 
that is, that it makes us forgetful of our dependence on 
God, and gives birth to the delusive notion, that the 
day of adversity will not soon, if ever, arrive. I will 
consider the subject in reference to some of the most 
prominent situations and circumstances of life. 

This delusion is very common to the man who is in 
opulent worldly circumstances. No matter how he 
may have gained his property; if it is only once in his 
possession, he is very apt to say, that his mountain 
stands strong, and shall never be moved. If he has 
acquired it by the gradual and persevering labours of 
his own industry, if he has increased his treasures, by 
little and little, through a long course of years, till at 
last he becomes the possessor of a splendid fortune; it 
is natural for him to suppose, that the road from 
wealth to poverty is as long and as rugged as that from 
poverty to wealth; and that there is no danger of his 
being stripped of his possessions, unless by a process 
as laborious and difficult as that by which they were 
gained. The man who finds himself surrounded by 
the luxuries of opulence from the cradle, who becomes 
entitled by his parentage to an enormous estate, fan- 
cies that he is in no danger of ever being found in the 
walks of poverty, because he was born rich, and per- 
haps none of his immediate connexions have ever been 
in any other situation. The man who by some unex- 
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it by the same fraudulent means by which it was ac- 
quired. He makes no calculations for the vigilance 
and jealousy of rivals, or the prudent inspection of 
the wise and good, and hardly dreams that there is 
wisdom enough in the world to detect his incapacity 
or intrigue. While his honours are hanging thick 
about him, and he is rejoicing in the smiles of pros- 
perity, he exclaims in all the pride of self confidence, 
‘*T shall never be moved.” 

Persons who are absorbed in worldly pleasure, are 
very prone to indulge the same delusion. This remark 
is peculiarly applicable to those in the morning of life. 
While the blood flows lightly through the veins, and 
the animal spirits are gay and buoyant, it is natural to 
indulge the idea that worldly pleasure will never lose 
any of its fascinations. The young man, looking forth 
from the scenes of his amusement and dissipation, fan- 
cies that the prospect before him is gilded only with 
delight; the tedium, the remorse, the vexation, which 
must attend a life of sinful indulgence, never come 
within the range of his anticipation; he makes no al- 
lowance for the gradual decay of his faculties, and ne- 
ver stops to think how wretched and forlorn must be 
the closing part of a life, that has been giyen to profli- 
gacy and pleasure. The language of the heart is, that 
the sun which has dawned upon him with such power- 
ful effulgence, can never go down. 

In the season of health, also, the same spirit of self. 
confidence very often discovers itself. Even good 
men, in most instances, cannot sustain the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of health for a long time, without 
disadvantage. They lose sight, in a greater or less de- 
gree, of their dependence on God; and begin to feel 
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ditations on the instability of all temporal things; and 
especially by cherishing an habitual impression of the 
solemnities of that hour, when death shall appear, to 
execute his awful commission. H. 


Burder’s Oriental Literature. 


Tue Rev. Samuel Burder, author of **Oriental Cus- 
toms,” has lately published a work of a similar design, 
in two octavo volumes, entitled Oriental Literature. 
The object of this work, as it was of the other, is to il- 
lustrate the Scriptures,by accounts of the customs, 
manners, superstitions, idioms of language, natural 
productions, implements, weapons, &c. peculiar to the 
East. The allusions to these are so frequent, both in 
the Old and New Testaments, that without some know- 
ledge of the one, it is impossible clearly to understand 
the other. Even when we do comprehend a precept or 
passage of Scripture, for all the purposes of moral, re- 
ligious, or historical instruction, we yet read it with in- 
creased satisfaction and pleasure, when we are ac- 
quainted with all its minute relations and localities. 

The materials of this work are chiefly derived from 
the most authentic and celebrated travellers, both of 
former times and of the present age. Though the cus- 
toms of the East supply the great mass of illustration, 
yet, whenever these may receive, in their turn, addi- 
tional light or interest from other sources, quotations 
from the Greek and Latin classics, and accounts of the 
manners and opinions of various nations of the earth, 
are appropriately introduced. The aborigines of our 
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horses, asses, dhourra, caravans, or boats.”” Brxzoni’s 
Researches in Egypt, p. 61. ‘‘The aga having pre- 
pared a dinner for me, invited several of the natives to 
sit down. Water was brought in a skin by an atten- 
dant, to wash our hands. Two fowls roasted, were 
served up on wheaten cakes, in a wooden bowl, cover- 
ed with a small mat, and a number of the same cakes 
in another; in the centre of these were liquid butter, 
and preserved dates. These were divided, broken up, 
and mixed together by some of the party, whilst others 
pulled the fowls to pieces; which done, the party be- 
gan to eat as fast as they could; getting up, one after 
the other, as soon as their hunger was satisfied.” 
Licut’s Travels in Egypt, p. 82. 

Hospitality to travellers prevails throughout Guze- 
rat, A person of any consideration passing through the 
province, is presented at the entrance of a village, with 
fruit, milk, butter, fire-wood, and earthen pots for 
cookery; the women and children offer him wreaths of 
flowers. Small bowers are constructed on convenient 
spots, at a distance from a well or lake, where a person 
is maintained by the nearest villages, to take care of 
the water-jars, and supply all travellers gratis. There 
are particular villages, where the inhabitants compel 
all travellers to accept of one day’s provisions; whether 
they be many or few, rich or poor, European or native, 
they must not refuse the offered bounty. Fonrses’s 
Oriental Memoirs, vol, ii, p. 415. 

So when angelic forms, to Syria sent, 

Sat in the cedar-shade, by Abraham’s tent, 
A spacious bow! th’ admiring patriarch fills 
With dulcet water from the scanty rills; 


Sweet fruits and kernels gathers from his hoard, 
With milk and butter piles the plenteous board; 
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in the walls all round, to receive the dead bodies; in 
others stone slabs of the same length are fixed against 
the walls; sometimes several, one above another, on 
which the dead bodies were laid; in some few there are 
stone coffins, which are provided with a lid. It is 
nearly in this manner that the arrangement of graves 
is prescribed in the Talmud, (Baba Kama, vi. 8.) only 
there is always to be an anti-chamber and recesses 
made in the walls of the square sepulchres, the num- 
ber of which may be different. RosenMULLER. 





Gen. xlix. 17. Dan shall be a serpent by the way; 
an adder in the path, that biteth the horse-heels. The 
serpent here referred to is probably the cerastes, or 
horned snake; it lies in wait for passengers in the 
sand, or in the rut of the wheels on the highway. 
From its lurking place it treacherously bites the horse- 
heels, so that the rider falls backward, in consequence 
of the animal’s hinder legs becuming almost imme- 
diately torpid through the activity of the poison. The 
Orientals call this serpent the lier in ambush. 

This serpent is from thirteen to fourteen inches 
long, has two small excrescences on the head, resem- 
bling barley-corns, and which the Greeks compared to 
horns. They are properly feelers, which project when 
the serpent is covered in the sand; it moves these 
feelers; the birds, who fancy them to be worms, fall 
upon them; then the cerastes, which is roused by the 
slightest touch of its feelers, twines round the birds, 
and kills and devours them. This is probably the same 
species of serpent which is called basilisk, that is, little 
king, because what were by some called horns, were 
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Jeremy Taylor, to furnish forth a better epic than has 
been written since the days of Milton. 

If indeed it were asserted that the English language 
could boast of less religious poetry, in a large and un- 
restricted sense, than could be found in many other 
tongues, we should question the truth of the assertion 
forthwith. We could mention volumes of poetry, full 
of religious subjects, religious sentiments, and reli- 
gious allusions, which can hardly be equalled, and 
cannot certainly be excelled, by any other nation. 
The names of Milton, Young, and Cowper, will im- 
mediately occur to every one. When we pursue the 
examination, multitudes of writers appear, who in 
their day enjoyed a good repute, and were diligently 
conned by the pious and contemplative, but who are 
now neglected and forgotten. Who reads the Crea- 
tion of Blackmore¥ Who ascends Herbert’s Steps to 
the Temple? Who enters the Hesperides of Herrick? 

That we have but a comparatively small stock of de- 
votional poetry, however; of psalms and hymns; of 
poetry designed for the worship of God, and the ser- 
vices of his house, can hardly be doubted. All that 
we possess of this description, including what is barely 
passable, and even what is absolutely wretched, would 
not amount to any large quantity; but that which is 
really excellent, might be comprised within a small 
compass indeed. Before the time of Watts and of 
Doddridge, no considerable collection of original hymns 
can be named, which has preserved a standing. As to 
the different versions of the Psalms, which were com- 
posed previously to that period, what are they? What 
are the Scotch Paraphrases, the versions of Sternhold 
and Hopkins, and of Tate and Brady? Are they not 
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great part of its usefulness, and to detrude it from the 
very high rank which it would otherwise have main- 
tained. Its real excellence is tested by its still serving 
as the basis of all our collections of metrical psalms; 
but we are obliged to make important alterations in 
many pieces, and many others are wholly refused ad- 
mittance, on account of the defect just stated. 

In his original hymns, perhaps, Dr. Watts was at 
liberty to express as he pleased his own peculiar senti- 
ments; and he seemed to delight in doing so. For one 
hymn of pure devotion, or Christian morality, there 
are six or seven which are so bristled with the Five 
Points of Calvinism, that there is no approaching them. 
Every unitarian minister knows, that it is really a task 
of much time and labour to discover an appropriate 
hymn in this collection, which he can read to a con- 
gregation with a safe conscience. 

A version of between fifty and sixty of the Psalms 
was published the last year, with the title of ** Songs of 
Zion,” by Montgomery; a poet who has been long 
known, and well esteemed, by the lovers of verse. He 
calls his pieces ‘‘imitations” of the Psalms; but for 
all that we can see, they are as fully entitled to the 
name of versions, as many of those which are in com- 
mon use. At the conclusion of a short and modest 
preface, he says, ‘‘If in the event, it shall be found 
that he has added a little to the small national stock of 
‘psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,’ in which 
piety speaks the language of poetry, and poetry the 
language of inspiration, he trusts that he will be hum- 
bly contented, and unfeignedly thankful.” 

We conceive that this laudable desire is accomplish- 
ed; and that he hasincreased our store of sacred melo- 
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Lightning before Him, and behind 
Thunder rebounding to and fro; 
He walks upon the winged wind, 
And reins the blast, or lets it go. 
This goodly globe his wisdom plann’d, 
He fix’d the bounds of sea and land. 


When o’er a guilty world, of old, 
He summon’d the avenging main, 
At his rebuke the billows roll’d 
Back to their parent-gulf again. 
The mountains raised their joyful heads, 
Like new creations, from their beds. 


Thenceforth the self-revolving tide 
Its daily fall and flow maintains; 
Through winding vales fresh tountains glide, 
Leap from the hills, or course the plains; 
There thirsty cattle throng the brink, 
And the wild asses bend to drink, 


Fed by the currents, fruitful groves 
Expand their leaves, their fragrance fling 
Where the cool breeze at noon-tide roves, 
And birds among the branches sing; 
Soft fall the showers when day declines, 
And sweet the peaceful rainbow shines. 


Grass through the meadows, rich with flowers, 
God’s bounty spreads for herds and flocks; 
On Lebanon his cedar towers, 
The wild goats bound upon the rocks; 
Fowls in his forests build their nests; 
The stork amid the pine-tree rests. 


To strengthen man, condemn’d to toil, 
He fills with grain the golden ear; 
Bids the ripe olive melt with oil, 
And swells the grape, man’s heart to cheer. 
The moon her tide of changing knows, 
Her orb with lustre ebbs and flows, 
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We have altogether so good an opinion of these 
Songs of Zion, that we were well pleased to see them 
re-published, in a neat edition, at Boston. We are 
satisfied that no future compiler of psalms for public 
worship, should perform his work without consulting 
and borrewing from them. ! 

We cannot quit this subject without expressing an 
opinion, that to enrich the scanty treasure of devo- 
tional poetry in our language, would be a worthy em- 
ployment for some native bard. 


Sparks’ Theological Collection. 


It is a long time since we have seen a book, with 
which we have been so much gratified as with @ Col- 
lection of Essays and Tracts in Theology, edited by the 
Rev. Jared Sparks, and published at Boston. The 
first number of this collection is now before us. It is 
a most satisfactory pledge for the merit of those which 
are to follow, and more than fulfils the very favorable 
anticipations which we had formed of the work, from 
the time of its being first announced to the public. 

An important deficiency is now about to be supplied, 
not only to the student in divinity, but to every one 
who employs a portion of his hours in investigations of 
the most interesting nature, and the highest concern. 
Many of the ablest theological treatises, and on the 
most important topics, which have ever been written, 
are but as sealed books to the great majority of rea- 
ders. They are either contained in huge folios, or long 
sets of volumes, and consequently not to be compassed 
by moderate pecuniary means; or they are out of print 
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acter is general, and their nature is fundamental, and 
they lie down among the elements of moral greatness 
and beauty; and it is truly gratifying to view a select 
band of brothers, of various sentiments and commu- 
nions, Churchmen and Dissenters, Trinitarians and 
Unitarians, joined together in maintaining the rights 
of conscience, the entire freedom of opinion, the dig- 
nity of reason, and the mercy of God. 

It is well too that we can bring authority in answer 
to those, who are fond of quoting authority against us. 
Principles like those just stated must be founded in 
truth; we feel that they must be, and are therefore 
prepared to assert them in spite of numbers or names; 
but we certainly are not sorry, that when numbers and 
names are opposed to our belief, we can match them 
with a fraternity, each of whose names is a host. 

If it be said, that no one thinks, at this day, of ques- 
tioning such principles as those which we have enu- 
merated; we reply that it is not so. Not only are many 
of them virtually proscribed -in a large portion of the 
civilized world, but even where they are generally re- 
ceived, they are received only in name. This cold, 
verbal, unmeaning assent will not do. We cannot al- 
low that they uphold the rights of conscience, who de- 
nounce their neighbours for obeying its dictates; or 
that they maintain the liberty of discussion, who can- 
not bear to have any thing discussed; or that they ae- 
knowledge the dignity of reason, who deprecate its in- 
terference whenever it would approach those subjects 
which are the most worthy of its exercise; or even that 
they entertain correct notions of the goodness of the 
Supreme Being, who make him the author of systems 
and decrees, in which we can plainly discern vengeance 
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and fatiguing us with its miserable paper, and its more 
miserable type, it does credit, as this one does, to the 
press of our country. 


Little’s Three Sermons. 


We have read with much satisfaction a lately pub- 
lished pamphlet, containing three sermons on the Sa- 
ered Origin, and Divine Authority of the Jewish and 
Christian Religions, argued from their internal Evi- 
dences, by the Rev. Robert Little of Washington. The 
arguments adduced, on this subject, are well selected, 
and forcibly urged. 

The proof of the divinity of the Jewish dispensation 
is rested, as we conceive, on its only true ground. 
We are not required to go, book by book, and chapter 
by chapter, through the history, and writings of the 
Jews, and prove that every word is correct, and every 
deed is as it should be, and show, beside, the causes 
and the reasons of every thing that is said and done. 
It is impossible that such a task should be accomplish- 
ed. We do not know half enough of the language, the 
manners, the situation, and the wants of that people 
to be qualified to enter into these minute explanations; 
though we are aware that it has been often attempted, 
and, considering all things, with good success. But 
we have only to prove, and prove it we can, that there 
are certain marks, deep and broad, which indubitably 
manifest the immediate direction, and agency, and 
care, of the Supreme Being, in the Jewish dispensa- 
tion; and then we are permitted, and indeed obliged; 
to infer, that every subordinate part of it must be in 
consistence with his goodness and wisdom. ‘The sim 
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The Evils of decrying Human Nature. 


Isxcutcate the doctrine, that our nature is tho- 
roughly and entirely vile; that all the affections which 
spring from it must partake of the impurity of their 
origin; that a debasing selfishness, under a thousand 
disguises, is the main and only principle of human 
action, so that however men’s outward conduct may 
differ in appearance, still it all springs from the same 
corrupt principle; and what will be the probable influ- 
ence of such representations?—Favourable to virtue, 
or otherwise? 

It should clearly be the object of every one, who 
would raise the standard of virtue, and the tone of 
moral feeling in the community, to cause the distinc- 
tion between virtue and vice to appear as wide as pos- 
sible; to have it thought, that, even in this life, the 
good are divided from the bad by a mighty gulf. But 
the tendency of the representations just given, must 
be to confound this distinction altogether; for what 
distinction does it leave us to make between the good 
man and the bad man, except, indeed, that the good 
man is the greater deceiver of the two? Tell a young 
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be unworthy of us, and would degrade us in our own 
eyes. 

Clearly, therefore, it should be the object of every 
enlightened moralist, to heighten this sense of charac- 
ter, this feeling of a superior nature, this consciousness 
of moral and intellectual dignity. But how is he to 
do this? Not, we should think, by insisting on the 
doctrine, that our natures are corrupt, radically and to 
the very core; leaving us to understand, and, indeed, 
continually reminding us, that there is nothing so low 
and vicious, but we may do it without descending; that 
there is nothing so corrupt and debasing, but we may 
indulge in it, and yet act in perfect character; in short, 
that there is nothing of which we should be ashamed, 
because there is nothing so bad as ourselves. We 
speak not now of the improbability of such a doctrine, 
but of the generally bad tendency of such representa- 
tions of human nature; and, if they have any tendency, 
must it not be bad? Teach a man to think meanly and 
contemptibly of himself, to cast off all sense of charac- 
ter, and all consciousness of a superior nature, and 
moral suasion can no more act upon such a man, than 
if he were dead. A man may be addicted to many 
vices, and yet there may be a hope of reclaiming him. 
But the moment he loses all sense of character, and all 
consciousness of a superior nature, that is, the moment 
he begins to look upon himself and his vices as worthy 
of one another, that moment all hope of reclaiming him 
perishes; for the last ground is surrendered, on which 
it is possible for his remaining good principles to rally, 
and make a stand. We have often known men who 
have retained their self respect, long after they had 
lost their regard for principle; but never one, who 
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be unworthy of us, and would degrade us in our own 
eyes. 

Clearly, therefore, it should be the object of every 
enlightened moralist, to heighten this sense of charac- 
ter, this feeling of a superior nature, this consciousness 
of moral and intellectual dignity. But how is he to 
do this? Not, we should think, by insisting on the 
doctrine, that our natures are corrupt, radically and to 
the very core; leaving us to understand, and, indeed, 
continually reminding us, that there is nothing so low 
and vicious, but we may do it without descending; that 
there is nothing so corrupt and debasing, but we may 
indulge in it, and yet act in perfect character; in short, 
that there is nothing of which we should be ashamed, 
because there is nothing so bad as ourselves. We 
speak not now of the improbability of such a doctrine, 
but of the generally bad tendency of such representa- 
tions of human nature; and, if they have any tendency, 
must it not be bad? Teach a man to think meanly and 
contemptibly of himself, to cast off all sense of charac- 
ter, and all consciousness of a superior nature, and 
moral suasion can no more act upon such a man, than 
if he were dead. A man may be addicted to many 
vices, and yet there may be a hope of reclaiming him. 
But the moment he loses all sense of character, and all 
consciousness of a superior nature, that is, the moment 
he begins to look upon himself and his vices as worthy 
of one another, that moment all hope of reclaiming him 
perishes; for the last ground is surrendered, on which 
it is possible for his remaining good principles to rally, 
and make a stand. We have often known men who 
have retained their self respect, long after they had 
Jost their regard for principle; but never one, who 
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he might have been, the greater must be his humility 
for what he is. Two men may be equally ignorant, 
and yet that man will certainly be the most humbled 
by his ignorance, who is conscious of having had the 
best natural abilities, and the best opportunities for 
education. For the same reason, it is equally certain, 
that, let the depravity of man be what it may, it must 
humble him the more, the higher and more honourable 
his conceptions are of his original capacities and moral 
constitution; or, in other words, the higher and more 
honourable his conceptions are of his nature and moral 
condition. 

Grant, however, that the doctrine of man’s univer- 
sal and total depravity may humble some; whom will 
it humble? Not, surely, the vicious and “nprincipled; 
for it certainly cannot humble them to be told, that 
bad as they may be, still their religious condition and 
prospects are quite as good as those of the moral and 
upright. it may, indeed, humble the wise and the 
good to find, that they have thrown away their de- 
sires, and their exertions, and their prayers, upon a na- 
ture in itself incapable of exaltation. But, we think, 
it can hardly be pleaded as a recommendation for any 
doctrine, that it humbles the good only, and them, too, 
in proportion as they are good. In fine, we think this 
subject may be reduced within a very narrow compass. 
That all men are more or less depraved, is not dispu- 
ted. Even the degree of actual depravity in the world 
need not be called in question. The inquiry relates 


wholly to the origin of this depravity. Which will. 


humble us most—to believe that it originated in our 

nature, or in a voluntary abuse of our nature; to believe 

it to be our Maker’s work, or our own? This is the 
12* 
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to feel his danger, but also his ability to extricate him- 
self, or you might as well sound your alarms over the 
sea—you might as well go down into the tombs, and 
ring them in the ears of the dead. 

Still some may contend, that however degrading may 
be our representations of human nature, there is no 
reason to fear they will be understood too literally in 
their application. We are aware, that in applying bad 
doctrine to practice, there is often something which at 
once detects its error and absurdity, and so operates 
to prevent its injurious effects. There are many specu- 
lative errors which are indebted for their harmlessness 
to their very absurdity, and their utter inconsistency 
with the principles of common sense, and common life. 
So it may be, in a degree, with those representations of 
human nature which we have been condemning; still 
we think that their general effect, or at least their gene- 
ral tendency, must be as we have stated it above. 

As an illustration and proof of this, we need only to 
refer to a fact in the moral history of the world, which 
ought never to be forgotten; namely, that the atheistic 
and demoralizing writers of France in the last century, 
when they undertook the subversion of all religion and 
virtue, began *‘by depreciating human nature, by con- 
sidering it under its worst appearances, by giving mean 
interpretations to the worthiest actions; in short, by 
endeavouring to destroy all distinction between man 
and man, and between the species of man and that of 
the brutes.” In this way they began the subversion of 
all established principles in morals and religion; and 
considering the end they had in view, it was a perfect- 
ly natural beginning. ‘This step taken, and all the rest 
followed naturally on; for they had but to convince the 





Pie ea BOO ARETE AR OTT IE ie EE AE 
b TR esa am 


% 
" 








OT195 
u Ay 
su0d 

> ye 

1 9} 
pur 
apua 
197Ul 
apts 
NZATA 
usyM 
p pas 
sySno 
1ayjor 
8V 

9} [ea 
1) OM 
euUny 
141 0g 
} YPLA 
ayy 0} 
DAT}RT 
aad 0} 
) 990 
11.1390P 
8 113} 
uo0stet 
mo 2q 
118s 
y} Sut 
A—vas 
oO ‘yas 
129} 0} 


apeu oq Ajuo you ysnw ayy zsuoyriUasaidas Surmeye 
imoX oq UBD [IVAR FLY JO Sty} 10338 pur *y;asuITY dyay 07 
JOAIJVYM SULYIOU OP URD IY 4LI} IAdITOq 0} ULM B PRO] 
WSIty  aUOU SuLAVY IY} WIZ MOTO} [LA aoUanbosuod 
dUIvS 94} OS ‘ssamod jRAN}eU JAY} UI sdUapyuOD yonw 
00} Suravy Aq WUAIAYIPUL pue ssajaivd aprm Udo av 
UIW Jl JY} SsaqMaMat P[NoYs IA, ‘ssaussapdjay ALBYy} JO 
suoljejussaidar plata puv Suons Aq J9A0u ynq fuaSunp 
i124} JO suonejussaidar pista pure Suoys Aq pazdey 
-J2 uaijo oq Avut ‘yqnop ou ‘sty pue fuoNJaxe [eI0UL 
6} UIUI ISNOI 0} 9q P[NoYS ssausnoszYySia jo sayovaad 
£199 Jo yalqo yvais ay yey} ‘MOTTE AA, = *19}}0q WAY 
ayeu oz Ava Aue Ul aAJOS JOU SUay) WIe]e JOU SWAY} 
a[quiny 19yqII9U [TIM YOTyM Jo uoye{duajzu0s sy} ‘4;1nsS 
{201}0100y} puv jeoysXu Jo }.10S B JapIsUOd 0} SDTIOM 
OY} Ul SI a1ay} YY 3]MS ponIp ay} Woy UOTUI}e 
S,UIUL JO SUIN} 31 3eY} SSTy) SLOINZeU UBUINY SuLXAIap Jo 
iqey v ysureSe ‘suonselqo edioutad ano jo ouo ‘paaput 
‘puy ‘"Uuaul Jo spur oy} 0} JUaserd JaAa 41 ALY PyNom 
OM 3VY} S19AO I SSO]S 10 ‘4x ]BvIDT0D 07 SuTYystm woIy 
9M BIB IvJ OS puUe ‘SIy} [[e@ MOY aAA ‘JUIWaSEGap 
[BN}99][9}UL Pus [eIOW Jo 97%}s paydjaIM ¥ UI VIP pur 
VAI] OYA SUOT[IM pu spuesnoy} 94} fparyddesim 10 pa 
“UIB.1}S9.1UN UayA suorssed uBwNy ay} Jo s}oaya afqeiojd 
“OP 94} {J1vaYy URUINY 94} JO AJOYIvII BY} MOUY IAA; 
‘UOTIUOWpPe UUts[os puke juonbesy posesu jou op Aoy} 
72y} 10 Ssasuep Aue ul oq 0} puryUvUI dAarITaq JOU Op AK 
yey} SSYAVWIIT INO JO 10U9} JY} WOIy PatJajuT aq jOU 41 
Ja". ‘JeSuep 1104} JO asuas BO} UaM asnos 0} LIRssa9d 
-ou aie AztAvidap [e}0} pue jeinjeu sueM jo suondi9 
“SOP PIAIA pue Juss yey} ‘sdeysad ‘pres aq Lew 4] 
"JI 0} JAMSUB JO yng aq 
avo AjUTe}199 aay} pu ‘ansst ye UoNsenb AyUO pur on} 


‘aingony unm Suihsag fo sag af = SST. 











The Christian’s Life a Pilgrimage. 125 


the hope that he shall die there, some adverse dispen- 
sation may remove him far from the scene of his joys 
and hopes, to make his grave in the land of strangers. 
Riches, honours, titles, nothing earthly can confer a 
pledge of any particular permanent residence, even 
during the present transitory state of existence. There 
are none of us but are liable to be carried, by the pro- 
vidence of God, it may be into distant regions, nor can 
any one say with respect to any particular spot, how- 
ever dear, that it is his abiding place. If we havea 
pleasant habitation, the lightning may consume it, or 
the tempest may destroy it, or it may be transferred, 
by some unforeseen dispensation, into other hands. 
The changes in our families may materially affect our- 
selves. Children often settle in distant regions, and 
the aged parents are obliged to follow them, in order 
to share their filial attentions and support. Death 
sometimes makes desolations in families, which renders 
it necessary for the surviving members to seek a new 
habitation. In short, there are no circumstances, even 
the most promising, which can be any security against 
a change of residence in the present life. Even when 
we are most at home, we are still strangers and pil- 
grims. 

But if this life is a pilgrimage, when considered in 
reference to the successive changes, to which we are 
liable here, much more is it so, when viewed in relation 
to that great change which introduces us into the eter- 
nal world. Not only are we subject to constant vicissi- 
tudes while here, but the period of our residence in 
this world is short, and altogether uncertain. This is 
not our home, even though we may escape the changes 
commonly incident to our condition; because, in a few 
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the caprice of men, that it is impossible that we should 
unticipate them. Like the pilgrim who leaves a com- 
fortable and commodious inn in the morning, and 
knows not what inconveniences he may have to en_ 
counter before the close of the day, the traveller 
through the world has no knowledge, when the sun of 
prosperity shines the brightest, but it may be the pre- 
cursor of a dark and desolating storm. 

Again, the life of the good man is a pilgrimage, be- 
cause the connexions which he forms here, like those 
of the passing traveller, are transient. The pilgrim, 
as he advances on the way, forms many partial ac- 
quaintances, some of which contribute not a little to 
beguile the solitude and weariness of his journey; but 
these connexions are ordinarily of very short continu- 
ance. An hour or two, or an evening spent at an inn, 
begins and completes the acquaintance. 

There is something, very like this, attending our 
pilgrimage through the world. We all of us form con- 
nexions here, from which we derive a large part of our 
temporal enjoyments. The more endearing relations 
which Providence has constituted between members of 
the same family, husbands and wives, parents and 
children, brothers and sisters, are very deeply inwoven 
into the texture of human happiness. There are many 
other relations also, which we sustain to each other 
from the peculiar circumstances in which Providence 
places us, that are fruitful sources of worldly comfort. 
But these connexions, at longest, are of short dura- 
tion. ‘The wind passeth over the objects of our affec- 
tion, and they are gone, and the place which once 
knew them, knows them no more. According to the 
common course of nature, the child is called to cele- 
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forward with firm and undeviating step. If obstacles 
rise to retard his progress, the thought of his destined 
residence nerves him with new fortitude and vigour. 
He remembers that though he is a stranger here, and 
forms connexions which are to continue but for a short 
time, the friendships of that world will be subject to 
no interruption, and no end. Amidst all his weariness 
and wanderings, he is sustained and consoled by the 
thought, that when his earthly house of this tabernacle 
is dissolved, he shall find a building of God, a house 


not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
0. P. 


Doctrine of Total Depravity. 


Or two strange facts in the history of the human 
mind, we know not at which to wonder the most; whe- 
ther at the intolerably absurd opinions which have been 
extensively embraced, or the real ingenuity which has 
been perverted to defend them. On the one hand, we 
see the most stupid weakness; and on the other, an 
extraordinary power employed in supporting that very 
weakness and stupidity. If we were required to specify 
some remarkable instance of human folly, we should 
name some prevalent dogma of a corrupt religion; and 
it we were desired to bring forward a corresponding in- 
stance of mental acuteness, we should point to the 
skill, which had laboured to prove that self-same folly 
to be Heavenly wisdom. Men give up their common 
sense, and then set out to persuade themseives, and 
convince others, that it is the most sensible thing which 
they could possibly do. 

15 
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parents. They were at first, indeed, upright and spot- 
less, as an infant is, and in no other way. But on ac- 
count of their imperfect nature they yielded to a tempta- 
tion, and transgressed a command of their Maker. It 


is not so easy to tell, from the allegorical language of 


Scripture, what this transgression was; but whatever it 
might be, it was their first sin, or in more technical 
language, their fall. We, their descendants, sin, not 
because their particular sin is entailed upon us, but be- 
cause we are created with the same nature that they 
were, and therefore cannot help sinning. What diffi- 
culty is there in all this? 

If the old question be asked, why did not the Al- 
mighty create us perfect? it is sufficient for us to an- 
swer, that we are not of His counsel; and we trust that 
He knows, though we donot. We believe his wisdom 
to be infinite, and are altogether content that he should 
guide and govern the world as he sees most fit. 

As to the doctrine of total depravity, we hardly know 
in what words to express our sentiments concerning it. 
On two or three passages of Scripture which have been 
so misinterpreted as to contradict its most obvious and 
explicit declarations, has been founded the wild and 
revolting doctrine, that human nature is entirely cor- 
rupt; and that every human being, until affected by a 
supernatural and mystical agency, is wholly incapable 
of any good, and is justly subject to the wrath of God, 
and the torments of hell, forever and ever. This is ex- 
actly the Calvinistic belief, and by no means so strong- 
ly expressed as by some of its own advocates. And 
what a belief it is! And what will men not believe, 
and what will they not defend, when they can receive 
and support such a dogma as this. 
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But let us be informed in fair, honest words, what is 
meant by this phrase, total depravity, so that we may 
decide, and others may decide, whether we are to 
adopt, or to reject and denounce it. If it means that 
there exists no human being who is without sin, and 
who does not frequently transgress the commandments 
of the Almighty; if it means that vice and atrocity 
may be met with in every corner of the earth, and that 
not a day goes by without a long account of disorders, 
follies and crimes; why then we are orthodox on this 
point ourselves, and have nothing further to say. But 
if it means, according to the plain signification of the 
words, that there is no good whatever in ‘*‘unregene- 
rate” man, but that all his actions, all his affections, 
and all his thoughts, are thoroughly corrupt and evil; 
we have not the least hesitation in saying, that it stands 
for one of the most idle and perverse imaginations, 
which ever occupied the mind of man; and that fact, 
and observation, and experience, and feeling, and 
Heaven, and earth, cry out against it, and proclaim it 
false. 

That such is the true meaning of the orthodox doc- 
trine of total depravity, is incontrovertibly evident 
from the writings of those, who have hitherto been 
considered as standard authors on the subject. And 
where are we to obtain the true meaning of a doctrine, 
if not from those who broached, and who defend 
it? What can be plainer than the following passage 
from Edwards, which is only one out of five hundred 
to the same purpose? ‘‘So long as men are in their 
natural state, they not only have no good thing, but it 
is impossible they should have, or do, any good thing.” 
Now, that is the genuine Calvinistic doctrine; and if 
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on such a supposition as that, we say, we should have 
to study long, before we found out for what purpose 
a revelation could have been made. What a perverse 
folly it is, to maintain the doctrine of total depra- 
vity, or of absolute holiness, under any circum- 
stances of human life, while it may be so expressly 
contradicted by any human heart, no matter in what 
breast, nor in what region of the earth, it is beating. 

It is not our intention to enter into a detailed dis- 
cussion of this doctrine. We have merely stated its 
broad opposition to all that we see, hear, feel, and 
know, of the nature of man; at the same time proposing 
the simple fact of the imperfection of that nature, as 
the true xey to the whole subject. Our thoughts were 
suggested by the perusal of 2 Postscript to the Second 
Series of Letters, addressed to Trinitarians and Caivin- 
ists, in Reply to the Remarks of Dr. Woods on those 
Letters. By Henry Wars, D. D. 

This Postscript, of forty-eight pages, is all that Dr. 
Ware has thought necessary to advance in answer 
to the last work of Dr. Woods. We consider the 
controversy as now fairly brought to a close. If the 
orthodox are satisfied with the management of their 
side of the question, we are entirely so with the man- 
ner in which our own has been conducted. The doc- 
trines of Depravity, Election, and Atonement, have 
been discussed with ability and care on both sides; and 
we are willing to abide by the result on the minds of 
those who will candidly study what has been written. 

Dr. Ware’s Postscript is marked by the same cha- 
racteristics which distinguish his two preceding pieces. 
It is temperate, perspicuous, forcible, and to the point. 
A considerable portion of it is taken up in replying to 
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eternal damnation; so that except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God . .. . . God, of his mere good pleasure, from all 
eternity, elected some to everlasting life . . . . no means whatever can 
change the heart of a sinner, and make it holy . .. . regeneration and 
sanctification are effects of the creating and renewing agency of the 
holy spirit.’ 

‘*You will think it not a little singular that Dr. Woods should have so 
far forgotten himself, as to charge me so indignantly with misrepre- 
senting the orthodox faith; when the very term, which he has 
marked, as one of the most offensive, is applied in precisely the same 
manner in the creed, which he has himself subscribed.” 

In the course of this controversy, a small anonymous 
pamphlet was published at Stockbridge, Massachusetts, 
entitled, Remarks on the Calvinistic Doctrine of De- 
pravity, with particular reference to Dr. Woods’ late 
Defence of that Doctrine, in his Answer to Dr. Ware's 
Letters. By a Unitarian of Berkshire. It is not proba- 
ble that many of our readers have met with this tract; 
and as it contains some thoughts, which, if they are not 
original, are expressed in a striking and original man- 
ner, we conceive it to be worthy of a particular notice, 
and think that a few extracts will be read with in- 
terest. The writer pays no attention to arrangement, 
and very little to style, but his remarks give proof of a 
vigorous and independent mind. 

The following observations on the Calvinistic sub- 
tlety, which would make a distinction between man as 
a member of society, and as a subject of God’s moral 
government, are very much to the purpose. 

**Dr, Woods observes, in the beginning of his work, that ‘this con- 
troversy does not respect man as a member of domestic or civil so- 
ciety, but as a member of God’s moral government.’ As Calvinists 
understand the moral government of God, it does not require, as its 
chief aim, the consecration of our powers to the service of our fellow 
creatures, by the practice of benevolence, justice, mercy, and truth; 
in other words, the moral government of God does not respect man as 
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tion to those we have just quoted, are, ‘moral depravity is as univer- 
sal as reason, or memory, or social affection, or pity, or any of the 
bodily appetites.’ If these are his premises, we admit them. We 
admit, that sin, taken fora single act of transgression, is absolutely 
universal, and is therefore of the very nature of man. We affirm, 
also, that virtue, taken fora single act of obedience, is equally uni- 
versal. But something more is necessary to constitute eit!.er the rec- 
titude, or depravity, of individuals, or of mankind. This is a plain 
matter, and need not be urged. Let Dr. Woods tell us what it is 
that is as universal as memory or reason. Let him tell us whether it 
be single acts, or habitual and exclusive practices. We shall then be 
able to decide whether it can be called depravity,—that depravity 
which subjects us to the wrath and curse of God, and to all punish- 
ments in this world,and in the world to come, Let him tell us, 
moreover, whether it be single acts, or habits of injustice, malice, cru- 
elty, fraud, and falsehood, that constitute his idea of depravity. It 
was these things, and things like these, that used to be urged by Cal- 


Vinists against their opponents; but they now seem to be shifting the 
question.” 


The bare truth, separated from all metaphysical 
clothing, is this; that the Calvinists, overlooking every 
existing sign of virtue and happiness, assume as a fact, 
that there is nought but sin and- misery in the unre- 
generate world, and then draw the sapient conclusion, 
that man is, by nature, totally depraved. And, as a 
defence of this strange position, they have adopted a 
supposed complete distinction between the nature, and 
the moral character, of man; as if the latter could be 
determined without the least reference to the former. 
Dr. Woods, in page 50 of his ‘‘Reply,” in speaking of 
various senses in which the word natural is used, says, 
‘it is natural for serpents to bite; it is the nature of 
birds to fly; of lions, to be carniverous; of fishes, to 
swim.” He asks afterward, in page 53, ‘‘may it not 
be with our moral nature in this respect, as it is with 
the peculiar properties of an eagle, a serpent, or a 
lion, which have always been considered as existing 
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quence whether it had previously the inclination of a bird, or of 
a fish! 

‘*But the previous natural character is the chief element of which 
the subsequent moral character is composed. What else can make 
natural depravity, but the previous existence of a strong, constant and 
exclusive inclination, in direct opposition to a subsequent law? What 
could make the natural depravity of man, but an exclusive inclina- 
tion to malice, cruelty, falsehood, and fraud, before the indulgence of 
such propensities was checked or forbidden by God?” 

We have extended this article beyond its originally 
designed limits, but hope that it has not outlasted the 
patience of our readers. We have not even touched 
on several points, connected with this subject, and in- 
volved in the late controversy. Our remarks have 
been confined to the statement of a few principles and 
considerations, which we should have supposed were 
universally admitted, if we had not known that the doc- 
trines of Calvinism expressly contradicted them. The 
time has not yet come when men shall think it no re- 
commendation of religion, that it is abstruse, cloudy, 
and mystical, and no objection to it, that it coincides 
with the lessons of experience, and the dictates of com- 
mon sense. 


—— 


The Discontented Pendulum. 


From the Youth’s Magazine, an English Publication. 


An old clock that had stood for fifty years in a far- 
mer’s kitchen, without giving its owner any cause of 
complaint, early one summer’s morning, before the 
family was stirring, suddenly stopped. 

Upon this, the dial-plate (if we may credit the fable) 
changed countenance with alarm; the hands made a 
vain effort to continue their course; the wheels remain- 
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next twenty-four hours; perhaps some of you above there 
can give me the exact sum.” 

The minute-hand, being quick at figures, presently 
replied, ‘‘Eighty-six thousand four hundred times.” 

‘Exactly so,” replied the pendulum; ‘well, I ap- 
peal to you all, if the very thought of this was not 
enough to fatigue one; and when I began to multiply 
the strokes of one day by those of months and years, 
really it is no wonder if I felt discouraged at the pros- 
pect; so, after a great deal of reasoning and hesitation, 
thinks I to myself, I’il stop.” 

The dial could scarcely keep its countenance during 
this harangue; but resuming its gravity, thus replied; 

‘‘Dear Mr. Pendulum, I am really astonished that 
such a useful, industrious person as yourself, should 
have been overcome by this sudden action. It is true 
you have done a great deal of work in your time; so 
have we all, and are likely to do; which, although it 
may fatigue us to think of, the question is, whether it 
will fatigue us to do. Would you now do me the fa- 
vour to give about a half. a dozen strokes, to illustrate 
my argument?” 

The pendulum complied, and ticked six times at its 
usual pace. ‘*Now,” resumed the dial, ‘‘may I be 
allowed to inquire, if that exertion was at all fatiguing 
or disagreeable to your”’ 

‘Not in the least,” replied the pendulum, ‘‘it is not 
of six strokes that I complain, nor of sixty, but of mil- 
lions.” 

‘‘Very good,” replied the dial; ‘*but recollect that 
though you may think of a million strokes in an instant, 
you are required to execute but one; and that, however 
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journey’s end. Fatigue generally begins, and is always 
increased, by calculating in a minute the exertion of 
hours. 

Thus, in looking forward to future life, let us re- 
collect that we have not to sustain all its toil, to en- 
dure all its sufferings, or encounter all its crosses, at 
once. One moment comes laden with its own little 
burdens, then flies, and is succeeded by another no 
heavier than the last; if one could be borne, so can 
another and another. 

Even looking forward to a single day, the spirit may 
sometimes faint from an anticipation of the duties, the 
labours, the trials to temper and patience, that may be 
expected. Now this is unjustly laying the burden of 
many thousand moments upon one. Let any one re- 
solve always to do right now, leaving then to do as it 
can; and if he were to live to the age of Methusalem, 
he would never do wrong. But the common error is to 
resolve to act right after breakfast, or after dinner, or 
to-morrow morning, or nezt time; but now, just now, 
this once, we must go on the same as ever. 

It is easy, for instance, for the most ill-tempered 
person to resolve that the next time he is provoked he 
will not let his temper overcome him; but the victory 
would be to subdue temper on the present provocation. 
If, without taking up the burden of the future, we 
would always make the single effort at the present mo- 
ment, while there would, at any one time, be very 
little to do, yet, by this simple process continued, every 
thing would at last be done. 

It seems easier to do right to-morrow than to-day, 
merely because we forget that when to-morrow comes, 

14* 
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place, it is pretty evident that it was not composed by 
the bishop, whose name it bears. The principal rea- 
sons on which the learned found this conclusion are 
these. It is not contained, nor even alluded to, in any 
of the genuine works of Athanasius. It is not men- 
tioned by any of the writers who immediately succeed- 
ed him. It was not appealed to in the controversies 
between the Eastern and Western Churches, in the 
seventh and ninth centuries. It was not cited till 
about the year 800, nor received into the church till 
about the year 1000, although Athanasius died as early 
as the year 373. The learned Fabricius is of opinion 
that it was composed in Latin, long after the fifth cen- 
tury, and subsequently translated into Greek. It is 
probable therefore that it was not in existence till some 
centuries after the death of Athanasius; and that it re- 
ceived his name, on account of his having been, 
throughout his life, the staunch champion of the doc- 
trine of the trinity. 

The Athanasian Creed is either authorized or allow- 
ed by the Greek Church, the Roman Catholic Church, 
and the Established Church of England; that is, by a 
great majority of the Christian world. It is appointed 
to be *‘sung or said,” in the English Church, thirteen 
times a year, at morning prayer, instead of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed. 

The Episcopal Church of America, at a Convention 
from seven of the States, held in Philadelphia, in the 
year 1785, had the wisdom to exclude this confession 
from their prayer-book; and notwithstanding the ez- 
hortation of the archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
to receive it again into the service, they persisted in 
its exclusion. 
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He therefore that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity. 

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation, that he also 
yelieve rightly the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the 
‘ight faith is, that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 
christ, the Son of God, is God and man. God of the substance of the 
Father, begotten before the worlds; and man of the substance of his 
nother, born in the world. Perfect God and perfect man; of a 
reasonable soul, and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father as 
ouching his Godhead; and inferior to the Father, as touching his 
nanhood. Who although he be God, and man, yet he is not two, 
yut one Christ; one; not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but 
yy taking of the manhood into God; one altogether; not by confusion 
f substance, but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul 
nd flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

Who sutiered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the 
hird day trom the dead. He ascended into heaven, he sitteth ou the 
ight hand of the Father, God Almighty; from whence he shall come 
o judge the quick and the dead. At whose coming all men shalt 
ise again with their bodies; and shall give account for their own 
vorks. And they that have done good shall go into life everlgg- 
ing; and they that have done evil into everlasting fire. 

This is the Catholick Faith; which except a man believe faithfully, 
e cannot be saved. 

There! that is the Athanasian Creed;—a long, anti- 
hetical, damnatory chapter of contradictions and ab- 
surdities, laid down as an infallible exposition of the 
xospel of peace, pardon, and love. 

It has been remarked of it, that, in its primary prin- 
siples, it consisted of two parts, of doctrines, and of 
surses; the former of which were not intelligible, and 
he latter were. ‘‘If it were the reverse,” says Dr. 
Jortin, **it would have been more for the credit of the 
writer.’ For our own parts, we read these same curses 
with the excited, and not unpleasant emotions, with 
which we should read a high flight of imaginative poetry. 
Not that we invariably peruse them with this feeling; 
for we are filled with sorrow and indignation, when we 
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ve entertain of its merit, and from having observed a 
orrected copy of it in the ‘*Monthly Repository” of 
November last, accompanied by a note to the editor, 
rom the venerable authoress herself. It seems, from 
his note, that it appeared in the American publica- 
ions, and from them was transferred into the Repo- 
sitory, without the knowledge of the writer. 

Although we cannot think the difference between the 
‘wo copies a very important one, yet an author has 
ertainly the best right over the form of his own pro- 
luctions; and an authentic copy is always more valua- 
le than one which is unauthorized. Two alterations 
mnly are made. One is in the first line of the second 
yerse, where the word ‘‘yalued” is used, instead of 
“borrowed;” and the other is the transposition of the 
‘wo last verses. ‘The first change is an improvement, 
jut we should doubt whether the same could be said 
of the second. 

Beside their own real excellence, there are associa- 
‘ions connected with these lines, which render them 
nore than commonly interesting to us. Mrs. Bar- 
auld has passed her eightieth year. Her long and 
useful life has been spent in the practice of that living 
piety, which breathes from all her writings, and in the 
service of that Maker, whose praise she has hymned in 
some of the finest strains of devotional poetry which 
pur language affords. And now, having arrived at a 
period, when she must consider the angel of death as 
having already crossed her threshold, she looks for- 
ward to the end without apprehension, and with a tri- 
umphant faith to that bright world, where age will be 
renewed, and the virtuous will meet their reward. 
And yet she belongs to a denomination of Christians, 
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The Ecclesiastical Doctrine of Trinity. 


A Dream. 
Mr. Epiror, 


Some of your readers may think, perhaps, that the 
phrase at the head of this article is a strange one, and 
may pardon me for stopping to explain what is meant 
by the ecclesiastical doctrine of Trinity. That the 
doctrine is not founded on the positive authority of 
Scripture, is getting very fast to be allowed even by 
many who yet believe in it; but no one disputes that 
it has been the orthodox, that is the prevailing, doc- 
trine of the church, from a very early period, and that 
successive leaders have moulded it into the various 
forms, which it has from time to time assumed. The 
most that any learned protestant can say of it is, 
that it may be fairly inferred from the Scriptures, by 
comparing together certain passages; while the Catho- 
lic thinks it enough, that it was voted to ‘be true by 
the infallible council of Nice. The episcopal faith in 
our own country is sufficiently popish, I cannot help 
adding, in this particular. J heard a learned bishop, 
three years ago, declare in the presence of a great 
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Let this suffice for an introduction. I could con- 
tinue it much further, but for the fear that some of 
your readers may be beforehand with me in my in- 
tended slumbers. 

It was after musing longer than has been my wont 
of late on christian antiquity, and what has been 
pleasantly called the pure and primitive church, that 
the vision spread itself before me, which I am going 
to recount. I found myself all at once in the midst of 
a splendid city, in which nothing of oriental magni- 
ficence seemed wanting; and was not long in making 
the discovery, that it could be no other than the re- 
nowned Antioch, once the queen of the east. One of 
its broad squares was before my eyes; and in the por- 
ticos that extended along its sides, a great number of 
grave looking men, some seated at their ease, and 
some walking slowly under the noble arcades, were 
engaged in meditation, or in conversing with one 
another. Nor was I left in suspense as to the period 
to which I had been so suddenly transported back; 
for the statues of Antoninus Pius erected here and 
there, which seemed hardly less honoured by the peo- 
ple, than that of their own tutelar Apollo, told me 
that it was the middle of the second century. Yes, 
just about a hundred years had elapsed, since the apos- 
tle Paul, with his companion Barnabas, preached 
christianity in that very city, and perhaps on that very 
spot. 

The first group that I passed were very loud in 
their discussions, but talked in so strange and mixed 
a manner, that whether they were heathen or christian 
i found it impossible to decide. A small company, 
further on, was occupied in learning the doctrines of 
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favourite sybil Hystaspes for all she was worth, yet 
I would fain have him explain to me how there can 
be any other God than God. With more good nature 
than distinctness, he began to give me his views con- 
cerning the person of the Saviour. They were bor- 
rowed from some mystical expressions of the Platonic 
philosophy; a sect to which he had passed through the 
successive stages of Stoic, Peripatetic, and Pythago- 
rean, and which he had left, or meant to leave, for 
the Gospel. He assured me, that the idea of two di- 
vinities, one generated by the other, was one of the 
simplest things in the world; for do not all writers 
style Jupiter the father of Gods and men, and is not 
Mercury held to be the wisdom of God announcing 
his will? He went on to show from the writings of 
the Old Testament, that God in the beginning, before 
all creatures, produced from himself a rational power, 
which is called sometimes the Son, sometimes Wis- 
dom, sometimes an Angel, sometimes God, sometimes 
Lord and Logos; that this glorious being was the me- 
dium of divine communications to the patriarchs, and 
the ancient world, and subordinate to God, who was 
the cause of his existence, and of his being powerful, 
and Lord and God. Now this second deity is no other, 
said he, than Jesus Christ, who was born of a virgin. 
‘¢But is this,” I inquired, ‘*the universal opinion among 
your” ‘It is not,” he replied. ‘There are they, to 
whom it appears very paradoxical, especially among the 
Jews; and some even among ourselves consider Jesus 
to have been a man. I could not agree with them,” he 
added, ‘*were they ever so numerous; and yet be the 
nature of Christ what it may, we all acknowledge he 
is Christ still.” 
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at no great distance on the east of Antioch. They had 
just come from that city, where they had an inconsi- 
derable church, on a visit to the capital, and without 
ceremony entered into our conversation. ‘*Here,” cried 
the oldest of them, ‘*were the believers in Jesus first 
called Christians; and since that day the name of Na- 
zarenes, which they all once wore, has been growing a 
despised name. The Gentiles have come in, and for- 
gotten all that they owe to the covenant of Moses. 
They affect to set at nought the law of our fathers, 
though Christ always observed it, and never declared 
it to have lost its obligation. They have deified the 
son of Joseph and Mary, whom we honour, but cannot 
worship; and we are denounced because we hold to 
those ordinances, which were given by the ministration 
of angels.” Justin frankly acknowledged that there 
were a great many of his brethren, who were so hostile 
to them as to exclude them from the common offices of 
social life, and from the hope of salvation; but for his 
own part he did not agree with such, and was willing 
to think kindly of his Judaising brethren, provided they 
were content to observe by themselves the Mosaic 
ceremonies, without pretending to impose them on 
others. 

I know not how long this conversation would have 
lasted; but something suddenly startled these poor Be- 
reans; their countenances assumed a strong expression 
of abhorrence, and gathering their full, dark drapery 
about them, they hurried away. On turning round, I 
perceived the cause of this quick expression and move- 
ment, in a large number of personages of a very saga- 
cious, important look, who were now on the point of 
joining us. A smile of derision passed from one to the 
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ascribing to the Christ preexistence and a divine 
origin. 

Heracleon, glad to find this point of union among 
them, now drew from between the folds of his gar- 
ments a roll of parchment, and disclosing to us the 
gospel according to John, began to read aloud, ‘In 
the beginning was the logos.” Justin was delighted 
with what he heard, and appeared never to have known 
of the existence of this gospel before. I could not 
help, however, interrupting the reader of the passage, 
‘sand the logos was made /lesh,”’ by demanding of him 
how he could be fond of citing a work, which so 
plaini:y opposed his tenets. He was about to reply, 
when a very old man, of diminutive appearance, came 
up, looking as if he might be a chronicle of the days 
that were gone. He was anxious to know if we could 
tell him any thing of ‘‘what the ancients, what An- 
drew, or Peter, or Philip, or Thomas, or James, or 
John, or Matthew, or any of the rest used to say.” 
It was Papias* of Hierapolis, whom Dr. Jortin has 
described as belonging to the sect of the Simpletons; 
a sect which has been flourishing in the world to this 
very day. The Gnostics told the good man, that they 
had sublimer things to occupy their minds than all 
the traditions about those excellent persons, which he 
had ever collected; while Justin, with greater cour- 
tesy, assured him that they had rather reason to seek 
such information from him. 

And now, whether the suggestion was on the prin- 
ciple of contrast or not, I cannot tell, but by the side 


* There is no account, I acknowledge, of Papias having lived to so 
advanced an age. The time of his death is wholly uncertain; but a 
dreamer may be allowed some latitude in such matters. 


ae 


al ea 


on anlage: I 


ee ok ee 








ay 


i) 
50.0 
oul 
oy} 


110 
ost 


en, 


are te ee Ae 


rae or 
ota ore 


RA ee le 


Lae 


ur *19y1OUR 9UO pus SUNSNG YIM puUlU sUIeS 94} Jo 
Q19M SI9AVMOY *{TY “WIY OF poziun A]jeQURYsqns sem 
pur ‘wsydeq sty 38 snsaf URW ay} UO papuddsap ‘uay} 
Suowe uorido uowuwi0s s1ow sy} sem sv foym ‘fz10q 
9} WOIy UOTNBUBUID JO ‘UOR zVY} 0} saduUe}sUINIIID 
pue somevu yuosayip pousisse Aayy, ‘au0 ynq s1ay}0 
pure ‘sjnos om} wiy 9Avd ovwog ‘aoueavedde ut ydao 
-xo ‘je ye Apoq ou pey oy 7ey} sadtQO pue Spury Jer] 
-noad Arava v yo Apog & pey ANoIAeg oy} 3eY} papus}u0D 
BWOg “sIVpNIAed azVUTPAOQHS [VAIAIS 0} SB SBATISWIIY} 
SuUOWe Va1St paapul jou pip s9ysouNy ayy, “punois 
UuOWIUIOD TO MOU poojs ‘sotoI04 AIRUOISIA 9Y} pue 
‘19y}RJ XOpoyzAO ayy SyoRz ut faaordde 0}, Yyonuw punoy 
Jjaswuity uysne a19y pur—‘ystyd Jo aanjeu JIySIy 9y} 
UO 9SINOdSIpP 0} passed Aay} ‘sIyy JOIPY “Iva VAUD} 
-3@ UB pUd] 0} UvSaq ‘s9}z1Ve19UG BY} JO JoTYyo aINZ ny ayy 
‘ueney, Wysnoyjou pure—‘uonnyjod pue piAa jo 991n0s 
94} SB 19}}vUL ysUTeSe pouITe;sp uay AdyT, “wWIy} 
0} peuajist] 9A se poJappnys eM pur—‘19y}eq ouesdns 
OY} 9q 0} IUIpe jou pjnom Avy}? Woy fyRAoYyas Ystmoe 
9y} ysuiese ynq ‘Xwouosa ysimar 94} ysuIeSe ATUO 
you paysiaaur Aoyy, ‘asinvwep pue ‘ewosajd ‘uoy 
-vuvula *u9}}080q Aju pue ‘pur ‘ajty ‘soSo] pue uo% 
919M ISIY} Suowe pnory 19 y}VY YO.Nyo v 10; SaduaVed 
g[qearuipe yim saseryd yo Aatjoa ys1y tray} poatsdes 
pur ‘punois sty poojs ynq ‘Aueduios sty yytM pastayd 
It 3Nq ou 07 pawaes uNsne ‘uenddSq ay} ounud] 
-BA pur ‘uoapviayy ‘yIoNUY Jo snutuinyeg Aq uaeyr} 
9q 0} pouses Way} Suowe pra] oy} pue ‘Asaroy Jo 999 
S,UIU B89} SEM—SOTO SUIMOUY JO—soNsoUy ‘UeUT 
P2UOISsIMIMOD BV ULY} BOW OU SVM 4STIYD }eY? pue 
‘pox) WlO1J UOTVRIIAII T SUA UISIepNeE }eY} BAdITIq P]Nod 
OYM ‘sauaIVZEN a[duits ay} Jo 3v9.1301 Asey ay} 7B Iay}O 


‘Ajit yz fo aurspo0g yoousmsaja07q ay 7 O91 


LS 





SRN Rep ae 


een erty te 
gS as Se 





AL eee ee a iia iui 
: aT SO eas Pate ee 
. Sa cate meres 5 


Bramuns and Missionaries. 163 


name of trintry; that fatal signal word of strife and 
uncharitableness from his day to ours, which was 
echoed soon from superstitious Egypt, and rung to 
the very pillars of Hercules; and which is even now, 
over almost all christendom, made the test of the true 
faith, though no mortal can pretend to know what it 
means, and though Calvin himself—albeit he could 
commit murder for it—had the grace to wish it were 
buried. A shuddering ran through my frame, and my 
sleep broke from me. N. L. F. 


Controversy between the Bramuns and Missionaries. 


Tue attention of our readers has already been call- 
ed, on several occasions, to the progress of unitarian- 
ism in India. We have informed them of the conver- 
sion of Mr. Adam, a missionary in Calcutta, and 
noticed his sermon preached at the opening of a new 
society in that city. We have, also, repeatedly 
spoken of the labours of Rammohun Roy, who has 
made himself so conspicuous in India and Europe by 
his talents, learning, and zeal for religious truth. 

Later information represents the cause as advancing 
with as much success as could be expected. Dr. Chan- 
ning’s Ordination Sermon at Baltimore, which has 
passed through a great number of editions in this coun- 
try, and in England, has been reprinted in Calcutta. 
We have before us two letters from Rammohun Roy 
toa gentleman in Baltimore, the first dated, Calcutta, 
October 17, and the other, December 9, 1822. These 
letters contain valuable facts, some of which will be 
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name of Triniry; that fatal signal word of strife and 
uncharitableness from his day to ours, which was 
echoed soon from superstitious Egypt, and rung to 
the very pillars of Hercules; and which is even now, 
over almost all christendom, made the test of the true 
faith, though no mortal can pretend to know what it 
means, and though Calvin himself—albeit he could 
commit murder for it—had the grace to wish it were 
buried. A shuddering ran through my frame, and my 
sleep broke from me. N. L. F. 


Controversy between the Bramuns and Missionaries. 


Tue attention of our readers has already been call- 
ed, on several occasions, to the progress of unitarian- 
ism in India. We have informed them of the conver- 
sion of Mr. Adam, a missionary in Calcutta, and 
noticed his sermon preached at the opening of a new 
society in that city. We have, also, repeatedly 
spoken of the labours of Rammohun Roy, who has 
made himself so conspicuous in India and Europe by 
his talents, learning, and zeal for religious truth. 

Later information represents the cause as advancing 
with as much success as could be expected. Dr. Chan- 
ning’s Ordination Sermon at Baltimore, which has 
passed through a great number of editions in this coun- 
try, and in England, has been reprinted in Calcutta. 
We have before us two letters from Rammohun Roy 
toa gentleman in Baltimore, the first dated, Calcutta, 
October 17, and the other, December 9, 1822. These 
letters contain valuable facts, some of which will be 
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In the second letter, Rammohun Roy remarks, 


*‘Although our adversaries are both numerous and zealous, as the 
adversaries of truth always have been, yet our prospects are by no 
means discouraging, if we only have the means of following up what 
has already been done. 

‘‘We confidently hope, that through these various means, the pe- 
riod will be accelerated, when the belief in the divine anity, and in 
the mission of Christ, will universally prevail.” 

What the author calls his Final Appeal, relates toa 
controversy in which he has been sometime engaged 
with the Missionaries, and which we have before no- 
ticed. [Vol. II. 205.] He published selections from 
the New Testament, in which it was his object to bring 
together the practical parts, and avoid such, as have 
divided Christians. For this he was censured by the 
Missionaries. He has defended himself in two .Zppeals 
to the Christian Public, written with great moderation, 
candour, and ability. In the first, he makes it appear, 
by various arguments, that if any hope is ever to be 
entertained of converting the Hindoos to Christianity, 
the work must be commenced by teaching the plain. 
practical instructions of Jesus. In the second, he 
takes up some of the dogmas, which the Missiénaries 
declared to be essential to Christianity, but which he 
says he has never been able to find in the Bible. The 
trinity and atonement are the two dogmas on which 
he chiefly insists. He affirms, that these are not taught 
in the Scriptures, and he draws all his arguments to 
confute them from the Scriptures themselves. He 
also explains in a very full and clear manner all the 
texts quoted by the Missionaries, and trinitarians gene- 
rally, in support of these doctrines. 

His Second Appeal contains one hundred and seven- 
ty-three pages, and in it the author discovers a familiar 
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Bramuns and Missionaries. 167 
or tutor, I cannot help refusing my assent to any doctrine which I do 
not find scriptural.” Second Appeal, p. 108. 

As to the general tenour of the above extracts from 
Rammohun Roy’s letters, our readers cannot but per- 
ceive that the views they indicate are rational and just. 
It is perfectly clear, that before you can pretend to 
teach a doctrine, or any truth, to beings, who can rea- 
son and think, you must bring it down to their appre- 
hension, and show something in it, which their minds 
can grasp, and on which their understanding can rest. 
The \iissionaries seem to reverse this order of nature. 
They begin with mysteries; with things which they 
acknowledge to be unintelligible to themselves; and it 
isno wonder, that they should end in a total failure. 

The absurdity of this plan is the more manifest in 
such a country as Bengal, where there are natives of 
great talents and great learning, who spend their lives 
in study and research, who are acquainted with the 
principles of science, who are given to examination 
and inquiry, who write and publish books on all the va- 
rieties of human attainment, who look for a reason in 
every thing, who have a national literature abounding 
in numerous works on theology, law, jurisprudence, 
politics, geography, astronomy, and other sciences, 
and who have settled opinions on all these subjects, 
founded on the basis of custom, education, and con- 
tinued patient investigation. These are the people, 
whom the Missionaries would bring over to Christiani- 
ty, by inculcating dogmas, which they confess are in- 
explicable, and not to be reasoned about! 

Moreover, these same people have a religion, which 
they can trace back many centuries anterior to the 
coming of the Saviour, and which is rooted in their 
minds by all that is imposing in the records of their 
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ihe attention and respect of the Hindoos. And why 
is this? Because they talk without reason. No one 
was ever ridiculed, who addressed the understanding, 
and added demonstration to his assertions. Preach 
truth in a plain garb, and it will be received; for no 
mind is below or above truth, when it is presented in 
its unobscured simplicity. 

Rammohun Roy has become a christian, in spite 
of the Missionaries, by the force of his own mind, ex- 
amining the Scriptures with a determination to find 
and understand their meaning. He is convinced of 
their truth and divinity, although he has never been 
able to discover in them the mysterious doctrines, 
which for twenty years the Missionaries have been en- 
deavouring with great industry and zeal to inculcate. 
Other natives would not be long in following his steps, 
if they could be allowed to inquire, like the honest 
Bereans, why these things are so, and could be fa- 
voured with a frank and ready answer. And, surely, 
it cannot be thought a difficult task to prove the su- 
periority of the christian religion over that of the Hin- 
doos. It is no doubt difficult to prove inexplicable 
and contradictory propositions either to a Hindoo, or 
to any other rational man; but if we cannot prove the 
superiority of all that is valuable, and commanding, 
and true in the christian religion over every system 
of idolatry, we have no reason to boast of our privi- 
leges as the disciples of one, who came from God, 
and who had power to enlighten and save an erring 
world. 

We know well what obstacles the amiable and en- 
thusiastic Henry Martyn encountered on this very 
ground. He attempted to argue, and his was a mind 
16* 
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zine, printed at Calcutta, and mentioned in Rammo- 
hun Roy’s letter. We consider this work,in many 
respects, one of the most curious of the present day. 
It contains a set controversy between the Bramuns 
and Missionaries on the principles of their respective 
religions. We believe this is the first regular written 
controversy, which has ever been commenced for a 
similar purpose. Three numbers of the work only 
have come to hand. It is printed in Bengalee and 
English on corresponding pages. 

It seems, that in a periodical work established by the 
Missionaries at Serampore, called the Sumachar Dur- 
pun, an article appeared attacking different parts of 
the Hindoo religion. Several distinct charges were 
made, and the editor stated, that if a reply were 
sent, it should be published in the same paper. The 
Bramuns accordingly furnished a reply, defending 
their religion, but when it was forwarded for publi- 
cation, it was rejected. Thus disappointed, the Bra- 
muns resolved to publish what they had written in a 
separate form, and in this resolution originated the 
Bramunical Magazine. The two first numbers are 
occupied in replying to the article in the Sumachar 
Durpun, and the third is devoted to the discussion of 
another subject. 

To exhibit the mode, which the Missionaries adopt 
in discharging their duties, and the views and feelings 
of the natives respecting it, we select the following 
passages from the introduction to the first number. 


‘During the last twenty years, a body of English gentlemen, who 
are called Missionaries, have been publicly endeavouring in several 
ways, to convert the Hindoos and Mussulmans of this country to 
christianity, The frst way is that of publishing and distributing 
among the natives various books, large and small, reviling both re- 
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In regard to the Missionaries maintaining persons 
belonging to the lower classes of Hindoos, ‘‘who be- 
come christians from the desire of gain,” it is a mat- 
ter, which chiefly concerns those among us, who form 
societies, and pay the money for their support. 

We will only add, in confirmation of this statement 
of the Bramuns, an extract from Rammohun Roy’s 
First Appeal. 

“Of the few hundred natives, who have been nominally converted 
to christianity, and who have been generally of the most ignorant 
class, there is ground to suspect, that the greater number have been 
allured to change their faith by other attractions, than by a conviction 
of the truth and reasonableness of those dogmas; as we find nearly 
all of them are employed or fed by their spiritual teachers, and, in 
case of neglect, are apt to manifest a rebellious spirit; a circumstanee 
which is well known to the compiler trom several local facts, as well 
as trom the following occurrence. 

**About three years ago, the compiler, on a visit to an English 
gentleman, who is still residing in the vicinity of Calcutta, saw a 
great number of christian converts with a petition, which they in- 
tended to present to the highest ecclesiastical authority, stating that 
their teachers, through false promises of advancement, had induced 
them to give up their ancient religion. ‘The compiler felt indignant 
at their presumption, and suggested to the gentleman as a friend, 
the propriety of not countenancing a set of men, who, from their 
own declaration, seemed so urprincipled.” 

The article published by the Missionaries in the 
Sumachar Durpun relates to some of the peculiarities 
of the Hindoo theology. It is copied entire into the 
Bramunical Magazine, and consists chiefly of quota- 
tions from the Shastrus, and other religious books, col- 
lected with a view to point out their absurdities and 
inconsistencies. Much is said on both sides, which is 
not very intelligible to us. The discussion runs deeply 
into the metaphysical and superstitious notions of the 


Hindoos, which are but imperfectly unfolded; and it is 
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they become qualified for the true knowledge of God. But over and 
over again, the Poorans have carefully affirmed, that they give this 
account of the forms of God with a view to the benefit of persons of 
weak minds, and that, in truth, God is without name, form, organ, or 
sensual enjoyment.” 

After this statement, the writer quotes the following 
passages from some of the sacred books, which he 
mentions by name. 

‘“‘Weak and ignorant persons, unable to know the supreme and 
indivisible God, think of him as possessed of certain limitations.” 

‘‘For the assistance of the worshippers of the Supreme Being, 
who is pure intellect, one, without divisibility or body, a fictitious 
representation is given of his form.” 

*‘According to the nature of his qualities, his various forms have 
been fictitiously given for the benefit of those worshippers, who are 
of slow understanding.” 


These are remarkable testimonies, and would seem 
to indicate, that with all their false notions, the Hin- 
doos still discover the unity and perfections of God 
shadowed forth amidst the rubbish of their perverted 
metaphysics and idolatrous practices. This is a great 
point gained, for whilst they can be kept to a defence 
of the absolute unity of God, they must in no long 
time be brought by their own reflections to see the 
inconsistency of this doctrine with a thousand others, 
which embarrass and degrade their system. They 
will yield up these indefensible parts by degrees, 
and, if properly instructed, they cannot but be pre- 
pared to receive the pure doctrines of christianity. 

We are not to conclude, however, that all the Hin- 
doos have the same rational notions of the Deity, as 
above expressed. The great mass are still polytheists. 
In a late excellent letter from Calcutta, to the Unita- 
rian Fund Society in England, Mr. Adam observes, 
that ‘‘a large majority are idolaters, but that there is 
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are faults to be found in a real sense only in the system of the mis- 
sionary gentlemen.” 

Here we perceive how completely the Missionaries, 
by preaching the dogma of the trinity, as the essence 
of Christianity, contravene all the good purposes, 
which they might accomplish by adhering to the strict 
unity. They render useless their own exertions; they 
bring disrespect on the religion itself; and actually en- 
courage the Hindoos to retort the charge of polytheism 
and idol worship as existing in reality, only against the 
Christian scheme. By such a process how can it be 
hoped, that any attempts will be successful in diffusing 
the truths and blessings of Christianity? 

The Bramuns complain of what they call an unfair 
artifice of controversy employed by the Missionaries. 
They quote books of no authority, and call these quo- 
tations the Hindoo faith. ‘*Having translated those 
works,” say the Bramuns, ‘which are opposed to the 
Veds, which are not quoted by any respectable author, 
and which have never been regarded as authority, they 
always represent the Hindoo religion as very base.” 
Instances of this practice are given. 

It is now nearly two years since this controversy 
was begun in Calcutta, and we cannot but express sur- 
prise, that our orthodox brethren, whose intercourse 
with all the missionary establishments is so direct and 
constant, should never have favoured the public with 
any notice of its progress. If a Missionary goes a 
day’s journey from his post, and leaves ten tracts in 
one village, and five in another, and talks to half a 
dozen ignorant natives in another, every orthodox 
journal and paper in the country is sure to tell the tale, 
with all the formality of time, place, and circum- 
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Believing and not Believing. 179 


What do they mean by saying, that our faith con- 
sists in not believing? Do they mean that we have no 
faith, that we do not believe any thing? They know 
better. They mean that we do not believe in the Tri- 
nity, the Atonement, Total Depravity, and several 
other doctrines, received by themselves, but regarded 
by us as erroneous and unscriptural. They mean, in 
short, that we do not believe exactly as they do. This 
may appear strange and curious to them, but the only 
thing which surprises us is, that such doctrines should 
be believed at all. 

Let us examine this phrase more closely. ‘*The 
creed of unitarians consists in not believing.” In not 
believing what? Why, a set of dogmas, surely, which 
we find it impossible to believe, which the Scriptures 
will not support, and which reason condemns. And 
where is the wonder that we refuse our assent to opin- 
ions which appear to our minds in such a light as this? 
And where is the advantage which the orthodox pos- 
sess over us in holding such opinions? We do not 
perceive it; neither do we perceive what right they 
have to assert, that by failing to embrace them, we 
subject ourselves to the charge of not believing. In 
this way, the charge might be applied, and retorted, 
by the members of every religion and sect that ever 
existed. Any man might tell any other man, who dif- 
fered from him in belief, that his faith consisted in not 
believing; and we should have nothing but negative 
creeds throughout the world. We will illustrate these 
remarks by a few examples. 

We will suppose, that a Catholic, who has lived all 
his life in a catholic country, and has never had much 
intercourse with Protestants, falls into company with a: 
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Let us come nearer home. There are few questions 
which have not two sides to them, and on which most 
people do not take sides. In disbelieving one doctrine, 
we generally believe another, which differs from it, or 
is opposed to it. We might, therefore, retort the 
charge of ‘not believing” on our orthodox friends, 
with quite as much propriety as it is made by them 
against us. A Unitarian, for instance, might address 
a Calvinist in this manner. ‘*I presume, Sir, that you 
believe in the simple and personal unity of God.” 
‘(No, I do not, Sir,” would be the prompt reply. 
‘‘You believe that Jesus Christ is a being entirely dis- 
tinct from him, and inferior to him, do you not” 
‘SNo.” ‘You astonish me. Do you not believe that 
Jesus was of the same nature with ourselves, only more 
highly favoured, and divinely commissioned to teach 
mankind??? **No.”” “Do you not believe that the 
ends of his death were entirely of a moral character?” 
‘‘No.” ‘You must surely believe that a person, by 
the moral helps of the Gospel, may work out his own 
salvationr’” <I cannot believe so,”? would be the an- 
swer. ‘*And do you not believe that the most righte- 
ous man may possibly fall from his state of holiness: 
‘*No.”” **Well!l you seem to have a curious sort of 
faith;—all that I can make of it is, that it appears to 
consist in not believing.” 

The amount, therefore, of this often repeated, though 
idle phrase, is, that we do not believe many things, 
which the orthodox do believe; and on the other hand, 
that we do believe many things, which the orthodox do 
not believe. Now, this is a fact with which we have 


been acquainted for some time; and we take it, on our- 


selves to say, that we see nothing laughable in the 
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Supposed Calvinistic Texts explained. 


In the article on Total Depravity, in our last num- 
ber, we attempted no examination of Scripture testi- 
mony, because the argument was intentionally limited 
to a few moral considerations, and not because we 
were in the least desirous of avoiding an appeal to that 
authority, which, with all Christians, must be final. 
In truth, we think that there is scarcely one of the or- 
thodox doctrines, which derives so little countenance 
from the Bible, as the doctrine of Total Depravity. 
This deficiency of support appears more striking, when 
we consider its fundamental importance in the Calvin- 
istic system, and the great stress which is laid on it by 
Calvinistic divines. As there are a few passages of 
Scripture, however, which are supposed to express the 
doctrine, and are produced in vindic ation of it, we 
will now examine those which are most commonly in- 
sisted on. 

There seem to be four principal texts, which are 


perpetually brought up, on the question of man’s na-- 


ture, to prove the strange doctrine of its utter vileness. 
To the explanation of these we shall at present confine 
ourselves; but most of the remarks, which we shall 
have occasion to offer, will have a general bearing, and 
may be applied to any of the passages adduced in this 
controversy. 

The first of these texts in order is Gen. vi. 5. And 
God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. What there is in this 
passage, which asserts, or implies, the entire depravity 
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world. On the supposition of natural depravity, Noah 
should have been cut off with the rest; but he was ‘‘a 
just man,” and ‘‘walked with God,” and on that ac- 
count he was saved. ‘And the Lord said unto Noah, 
come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this generation.”” The 
passage in question proves nothing but the extraordina- 
ry iniquity of a particular age; ard is so far from sup- 
porting the doctrine of Total Depravity, that it is, in 
our opinion, directly subversive of it. 

And now let us examine the second text, which is 
Psalm xiv 3. They are all cone aside, they are all 
together become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. It is provable that this enereetic language is 
to be applied to the heathen nations, who opposed 
and afflicted Israel. ‘That such is its intention is ren- 
dered almost certain by the next verse. ‘Have ali the 
workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my peo- 
ple as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord.” 
Though the expressions of the text, therefore, are so 
universal, they seem not to be at all intended for the 
Jews; and yet the Jews must have been as depraved, 
by nature, as the heathen, and many of them, no doubt, 
were in all respects as wicked. Neither could the text 
have been universally applicable even to the heathen; 
for St. Peter tells us that in every nation the righteous 
are accepted of God. But let its meaning be consider- 
ed as ever so universal, both with regard to heathens 
and to Jews, still there is nothing said about the innate 
depravity of human nature. **They are all gone aside.” 
Gone aside from what? From something, certainly, 
which had a previous existeacc; trom the good feelings 


and dispositions of the heart, from the innocence of 
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man according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings.’ Here is a doctrine most plainly un- 
folded, which is wholly opposed to that of total depra- 
vity, and which is expressly denied by all true Cal- 
vinists—the doctrine of man’s natural power to do 
good, and obey the will of his Maker. We are to be 
judged according to the fruit of our doings—not strict- 
ly, to be sure, for then who could stand?—but still, 
with allowances, according to the fruit of our doings, 
according to our works. This sentiment takes it for 
granted that we are able to perform good works; and 
of course contradicts the supposition of total depravity, 
which is founded by some on the above text. 

The fourth text, and the last which we proposed to 
examine, is a part of Eph. ii 3. And were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others. The design of 
this passage, and of the whole of the context, is to im- 
press on the minds of the Ephesian converts the incal- 
culable advantages of the religion which they had em- 
braced. Before the promulgation of the Gospel, the 
state of all men, whether Jews or Gentiles, was a state 


of ignorance and darkness. All were the children of 


wrath; that is to say, being destitute of the precepts 
and sanctions of Christianity, they were in an exceed- 
ingly sinful condition, and liable to those punishments 
which God has annexed: to a sinful life. But the new 
dispensation proposed a code of laws, and offered a 
system of motives, the direct and inevitable tendency 
of which was to enlighten, to persuade, to convert, and 
to save; and from children of wrath, to make men chil- 
dren of glory, and heirs of immortality. This is not 
what the orthodox are fond of calling ‘a forced gloss.” 


It is borne out by an authority which even they will 
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Night-flowering Cereus. 189 


regard to texts of this description, which must always 
be borne in mind as principles of interpretation. The 
first is, that many of them refer to particular genera- 
tions, or classes of men, and not to all mankind. The 
second is, that an assertion of great and lamentable 
wickedness, is quite a different thing from an affirma- 
tion of innate and total corruption. And the third is, 
that such a great and remarkable change, as that from 
Judaism or Heathenism to the religion of Christ, may 
well be termed a regeneration, or a quickening from 
death into life, without having recourse to such an ir- 
rational and unscriptural doctrine as that of total de- 
pravity, to prove the justice and force of the phrase- 
ology. 


EE 


The Night-flowering Cereus.* 
ORIGINAL. 


Now departs day’s gairish light— 
Beauteous flower, lift thy head! 

Rise upon the brow of night! 
Haste, thy transient lustre shed! 


Night has dropt her dusky veil— 
All vain thoughts be distant far, 

While, with silent awe, we hail 
Flora’s radiant evening star. 


* The night-flowering Cereus, or Cactus grandifiorus, is one of our 
most splendid hot-huuse plants, and isa native of Jamaica and some 
other of the Wes: India Islands. Its stem is creeping, and thickly set 
with spines. The flower is white and very large, sometimes nearly a 
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Letter from President Adams. 


Our readers may remember a favourable notice of 
Dr. Bancroft’s Sermons, which we gave in one of our 
former numbers. We have now the pleasure of laying 
before them a letter from the venerable patriot and 
sage, Joun Apams, to the author of those sermons, in 
which the highest opinion is expressed of their merit, 
It contains, also, some curious notices of former and 
forgotten controversies, and concludes with one of the 
best theological anecdotes we have ever heard. We 
copy the letter from the Boston Columbian Centinel, in 
which paper, we believe, it was first printed. 


‘Quincy, Jan. 21, 1823. 
‘SDeEAR Sir, 

‘¢T thank you for your kind letter of the 50th De- 
cember, and above all for the gift of a precious 
volume.—lIt is a chain of diamonds set in links of gold. 
{ have never read or heard a volume of sermons better 
calculated or adapted to the age and country in which 
it was written. How different from the sermons I 
heard and read in the town of Worcester, from the year 
1755 to 1758. As my destiny in life has been some- 
what uncommon, I must beg pardon for indulging in a 


little egotism.—I may say [ was born and bred in the 
centre of theological and ecclesiastical controversy. 
A sermon of Mr. Bryant, minister of the parish, who 
lived on the spot now a part of the farm on which I 
live, occasioned the controversy between him and Mr. 
Miles, Mr. Porter, Mr. Bass, and many others; it 
broke out like the eruption of a volcano, and blazed 
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Smooth Preaching. 195 


‘‘] cannot conclude this letter without adding an 
anecdote.—One of the zealous mendicants for the con- 
tributions to the funds of Missionary Societies, called 
on a gentleman in Haverhill and requested his chari- 
ty —The gentleman declined subscribing, but added, 
that there are in and about the town of. , nine Cler- 
gymen, ministers of nine Congregations, not one of 
whom lives on terms of civility with any other, will ad- 
mit none other into his pulpit, nor be permitted to go 
into the pulpit of any other. Now if you will raise a 
fund to convert these nine Clergymen to Christianity, I 
will contribute as much as any other man. Iam, with 





great esteem, your friend. 
JOHN ADAMS.” 


—_——_— — 


Smooth Preaching. 


We wish to recommend to public notice, as far as 
our good opinion and humble means can recommend it, 
a small tract with the above title, just published by 
our friends in New York. It takes for its motto the 
following passage from Isaiah; ‘*Prophesy not unto us 
right things; speak unto us smooth things, prophesy 
deceits.”” Its object is to show, that rational Chris- 
tianity, and the preachers of rational Christianity, do 
not, according to the vulgar calumny, prophesy to the 
people **smooth things;” but that, on the contrary, it 
is orthodoxy itself, with its long train of mystics and 
ranters, that speak these smooth things, and propose a 
system of faith, which is calculated to flatter the va- 
nity, awaken the passions, and rock to sleep the con- 
Sciences of their votaries and hearers. This is done 
by exhibiting the characteristics f the two differ- 
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be acted on and wrought up to any pitch; even to pass 
through the fiery furnace of a great religious excite- 
ment, if this be thought necessary to purify their souls. 
In short, they are willing to submit to any thing, that 
shall come to them as a substitute for plain practical 
religion—to any thing that shall relieve them from the 
difficult and endless task of establishing and preserving 
an upright character. They are willing to hear any 
thing but their moral duties, any thing, but plain moral 
preaching. Moral preaching is their abomination. 
They want something more spiritual and evangelical 
they say; by which they mean, something that shall 
excite the passions without disturbing the conscience; 
something that shall stir the feelings strongly, without 
imparting a single principle of action, or bearing in a 
single point on the duties of life. ‘This ts the sort of 
preaching which the world hungers and thirsts after. 
Who then can wonder at the popularity of those 
preachers, who dwell most on imputed righteousness, 
and on justification by faith without the moral virtues, 
and who lay the greatest stress on the benefit of ordi- 
nances, and on violent religious excitements? Do they 
not choose for their principal topics those very doc- 
trines, which are more agreeable and indulgent to the 
corrupt and depraved heart of man? 

‘*Lastly, those views of religion are most grateful 
and satisfactory to the corrupt and depraved heart of 
man, which are most involved in darkness and mys- 
tery. There is in most men, and especially in the ig- 
norant and ill-informed, an almest invincible fondness 
for the mystical and marvellous. They are not satisfied 
with what is plain, and intelligible, and practical. They 
want something entirely out of the common line; some- 
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all things. Next to believing that christianity is alto- 
gether a fable, the present comfort of a sinner will be 
best promoted by believing it to be altogether a myste- 
ry. If therefore he cannot succeed in persuading him- 
self, that there will be no future state at all, he has but 
to believe that every thing relating to it is involved in 
impenetrable mystery, and it will answer his purpose 
almost as well Here, then, we discover the true rea- 
sons, or at least the principal reasons, why those 
preachers find themselves such favourites with the mul- 
titude, who represent religion as so mysterious, and 
veil all its doctrines in mystery, and introduce such 
confusion into our thoughts as to the rule by which God 
will reward and punish mankind.” 


Geneva Cautechism—Second Part. 


We are very glad to see the second part of this ex- 
cellent catechism. ‘The first part has already been 
briefly noticed in the Miscellany. We think, how- 
ever, that we cannot too often, nor perhaps too highly 
recommend it, and we take this opportunity to speak 
more lully in its favour. 

It is not intended for very young children, as it is 
above their comprehension, and too long to be imposed 
on their memories. But for youth of ten or twelve 
years of age, and upwards, we consider it a most pro- 
fitable religious exercise, and one which is adapted to 
ground them thoroughly in rational, liberal, and at the 
same time, serious, interesting, and practical views of 
the Christian religion, and the Christian life. We do 
not say that it exactly coincides with our own ideas 
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bours, and of his death. We have every reason to 
believe, that they did not die there with him. 

In our second volume, page 328, our readers will 
find a notice of Mr. Kay’s preaching in that quarter, 
and of a society which had been formed by him. This 
gentleman is a countryman of Dr. Priestley’s, and was 
formerly minister of a congregation in Hindley, Lan- 
cashire. We extract part of a letter from him to a 
friend in Liverpool, which gives an interesting account 
of his situation and labours. It is copied from 7he 
Christian Reflector, a periodical work, conducted by 
Unitarians in the last mentioned city. The date of 
the letter is Oct. 1. 1822. 

‘“My diocese (if I may use such a dignified expres- 
sion,) extends to the distance of fifty miles, and in- 
cludes many places much nearer. I may indeed say, 
‘that a great and effectual door is opened, and there 
are many adversaries!’ The opposition I have met 
with, since I came to this place, has been of such a 
nature, as would have silenced me, had [ not been fully 
satisfied that I was serving the cause of truth, and pro- 
moting the best interests of my fellow creatures. Here 
I stand alone. Not a single minister in the whole of 
this district to support my hands. Every pulpit re- 
sounds with the cry of heresy; and the press has been 
employed to assist the pulpit, in crying down the blas- 
phemous, soul-destroying doctrines, as they term the 
pure principles of the gospel. Inthe midst of this op- 
position I go on, and have the satisfaction to witness 
the rapid, and to me, unexampled spread of our views 
of Christian truth. To give you some idea of the ex- 
tent of the excitement that has taken place, I will just 
state to you the places at which I preach, either sta- 
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Bramunical Arguments against the Trinity. 


A promise was given in our last number, at the 
conclusion of the article headed Bramuns and Mis- 
sionaries, that a particular account should be present- 
ed to our readers of the arguments alleged in the Bra- 
munical Magazine against the doctrine of the Trinity 
It cannot but be interesting to observe how the learned 
natives of India reason upon a doctrine which has been 
so much agitated among Christians; and how far their 
objections to it coincide with those which have been 
urged by Unitarians. The controversy is novel in its 
complexion, and of singular importance from the in- 
ferences which may be drawn from it, and the conse- 
quences by which it may be followed. It will give us 
some idea of the minds and attainments of one cast, at 
least, of a people, with whom the eastern missionaries 
have now to do; and may lead us to form some conjec- 
tures with regard to the reception of a religion so in- 
cumbered with mystery as that is, which those gentle- 
men inculcate. It may aiso, in connexion with other 
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our readers will agree with us, that when the novelty 
of this controversy is considered, and the little pre- 
paration from study which a Hindoo could have re- 
ceived, the reasoning is in every way remarkably acute 
and sound. 

The first question is one, which it was very natural 
for a native to put. He reasons with himself thus. If 
the Father is God, and the Son is God, and there is 
but one God, why then the Son is the Father. But 
how can the son be the very father? Of course the 
missionaries answer this objection in the usual way. 
But let us hear the account ef the Hindoo. 


‘*As to my first question proposed in the Magazine in the follow- 
ing words, ‘They call Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the very 
God. How can the son be the very father?? the Editor denies the 
accuracy Of the information on which! found this question, and firmly 
asserts that!‘the Bible no where says that the Son is the Father.’ I 
therefore deem it necessary to show my reason for the above query, 
leaving it to the public to pronounce on the justifiableness of it, either 
in their conversation, or religious publications. 

‘‘Christian teachers profess that God is one, and that Jesus Christ 
is the son of God, and the very God. Hence I naturally concluded 
that they believe the Son to be the Father, and consequently ques- 
tioned the reasonableness of such a doctrine. For when a person af- 
firms that such a one, say James, is one, and that John is his son, and 
again says that John is actually James, we should naturally conclude 
that he means that John the son is James the father, and be at liber- 
ty to ask, how can John the son be James the father? But as the 
Editor, a leading minister of that religion, declares that ‘the Bible 
no where says that the Son is the Father, but says that the Son is 
equal to the Father in nature and essence, and distinct in persen,’ 
and recommends me to reflect on mankind, of whom ‘every son, who 
has not the same human nature with his father, must be a monster,’ 
it would be too much boldness on my part to give preference to my 
apprehension of the meaning of the Bible over that of the Editor. 1 
would therefore have admitted, as suggested by the Editor, that the 
Son of God is God, on the analogy, and in the sense, that the son of 
4 man is a man, had I not been compelled by his very suggestion to 
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' to their answer, seem to be much to the purpese. The 
) third point is managed much better; and the advantage, 
> in our opinion, is entirely on the side of the Bramun. | 
y ‘‘They say God is one, and yet say that the Father is | / 


> God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God.” 
: The editor of the Friend of India admits the fairness 
of this statement, and supports the doctrine as other 
Trinitarians do. 


. 


‘ . “he - 
FN EE a eee a 


pms 


MH 
bi ‘‘lsut,” says the Bramun, ‘instead of showing the reasonableness 
3 of the idea of three distinct Gods being one God, as applied for, he i 
a confesses the total inconsistency of this doctrine with reason, and As 
2 makes the Bible responsible for it, saying, ‘But the Sible, while it y 
i fully reveals these facts, still forbears to inform us how the Father, F 
4 the Son, and the Holy Spirit, exist, and form the triune God;’ and q 
a adds, ‘nor had it informed, are we certain that we should have com- 
: prehended it.? Vhe Editor, or his colleagues, ought to have taken . 
q into consideration such unreasonableness attaching to the most impor- 
‘ tant of all their doctrines, before they had published in the Sumachar ; 
4 Durpun the letter accusing the Vedant, and the rest of the Hindoo 

= Shastrus, of the want of reason; a circumstance which might have 

4 saved the Editor the reluctant avowal of the unreasonableness of the 

4 foundation of his own system of faith.” 

a We cannot but stop here to notice one expression of 

4 this same editor. Who he is, we know not, but we 


are bound to suppose him a very strong pillar of the 
cause which he tries to support. ‘Nor had it inform- 
ed,”’ says he, ‘are we certain that we should have com- 
prehended it.” Extraordinary information this must 
3 be, to be sure. ‘Trinitarians often tell us that their 
4 doctrine was not meant to be understood, but simply 
to be believed, and we have been apt to call in question 
the validity of even this assertion, as we much doubt 
whether an unintelligible proposition can be made the 
subject either of belief or disbelief. But here is a 
man, who is so exceedingly diffident of the capacity of 
19* 
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aot Christians? Or are they like mountains of ice in northern coun- 
tries, which, though they are not seen or felt by us, yet are reported 
to us by eye witnesses, without any contradiction from others who 
have also passed the places where they are said to exist, and where 
ihey are liable to be seen by any one; that we should be compelled to 
believe the existence of the triune God, like that of growing trees, 
operating minds, or mountains of ice, though we cannot understand 
them? Christians may perhaps consider the Trinity as pereeptible 
by them, through the force of early instructions, in the same manner 
as the followers of ‘Tuntru doctrines, among Hindoos in Bengal, con- 
sider God as eonsisting of five distinct persons, and yet as one God; 
and as the generality of modern Hindoos esteem numerous incarna- 
tions under one Godhead, almost as an experienced fact, from their 
early habits. How can Christians, who in general justly pride them- 
selves on their cultivated understanding, admit such an analogy, or 
justify any one in misleading others with such sophistries?” 

A few lines further on, the native charges the mis- 
sionary with inconsistency in saying that ‘‘the triune 
God had not condescended to inform us of the precise 
mode in which his infinite and glorious nature exists 
and acts,” and afterwards particularizing certain 
modes of his existence and actions, such as the crea- 
tion of the world by the Son, his incarnation, ascen- 
sion, mediatorial office, and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit in the form of a dove. He then proceeds with 
what we regard as perhaps his best argument. 

‘Js it possible even to conceive for a moment the identity between 
three beings, one of them in heaven, expressing his pleasure at the 
conduet of the second, who at the same time on the earth was per- 
forming religious rites, and the third of them then residing between 
heaven and earth, descending on the second atthe will of the first? 
If the difference of bodies and situations, as well as of actions and em- 
ploymeuts be not sufficient to set aside the idea of the identity and 
real unity of persons, there would be no means of distinguishing one 
person from another, and no criterion would be left for considering a 
tree different from a rock, or a bird from aman. Is this the doctrine 
which the Editor ascribes to God? and can any book, which coutains 
an idea that defies the use of the senses, be considered worthy to be 
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the body? Do the idolaters among Hindoos worship the assumed 
forms of their incarnations, divested of their spirit? Nothing of the 
kind, Even in worshipping idols, Hindoos do not consider them ob- 
jects of worship until they have performed Pranprutistha, or com- 
munication of divine life. According to the definition given by the 
Editor, none of them can be supposed idolaters, because they never 
worship the body separately trom the spirit. But in fact, any wor- 
ship, through either an artificial form, or imaginary material repre- 
sentation, is nothing but idolatry,” 


Now we must say, and we do not wish to appear un- 
charitable, that the Hindoo seems to us to understand 
the meaning and spirit of the second commandment, tar 
better than the Christian. 

The argument on the fifth objection is short, and we 
shall extract it entire. It shows either a real or af- 
fected misapprehension on the one side, and considera- 
ble ingenuity and readiness on the other. 


“My fifth question was, ‘How can equality subsist except between 
objects possessed of different essences and existences?’ But the Edi- 
tor repeats only a part of it, that is, how the Son can be equal with 
the Father, when he does possess the same nature; and then declares 
the question unintelligible. 1 never meant the impossibility of equality 
between persons or things that possess the same nature; as we find 
often equality in some property subsisting between man and man, 
though possessing the same nature. But as no equality can subsist 
except between things of different existences, and the professed be- 
lief of the missionary gentlemen was, that the Son is the same in exis- 
tence, as well as in nature, with the Father, I took the liberty to ask, 
how the Son can be equal with the Father, when he is supposed to be 
possessed of the same nature and existence. Unless they deny to the 
Son the same existence with the Father, they cannot, I think, main- 
tain his equality with the Father. I therefore presume my question 
as perfectly intelligible.” 


Qur readers will, by this time, have formed an opi- 
nion of the ability, which is now opposing the unintel- 
ligible doctrines presented to the Hindoos as Chris- 
tianity. The missionaries have a new work on their 
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two parties entertains the most dignified and liberal 
views, the missionary or the native. 


*‘As to the abusive terms made use of by the Editor, such as ‘Fae 
ther of lies alone, to whom it (Hintlooism) evidently owes its origin;” 
‘Impure fables of his false gods;” ¢*Pretended gods of Hindoos,” &e. 
common decency prevents me from making use of similar terms in 
return. Ve must recollect, that we have engaged in solemn religious 
controversy, und not in exercising abuse against each other. 

“I conclude this reply with expresssing my hope that the Editor, 
on noticing it, will arrange his observations methodically, giving an 
answer to each of my five questions in succession; that the public may 
judge with facility of the arguments employed on both sides.” 


One circumstance will not fail to strike any one, 
who is versed in the trinitarian controversy, as worthy 
of peculiar remark. He will remember, that long 
essays, and even large books, have been written, to 
prove that some remains of a Trinity exist among the 
superstitions of the east. He will remember, too, that 
engravings have been inserted in these books, repre- 
senting ugly and monstrous idols, with one body and 
three heads. And then he will remember, that the 
sagacious authors of these books have gone on to infer 
a strong argument for the truth of the trinitarian doc- 
trine, from the existence of these wild notions, and 
three-headed images; it not once crossing their minds, 
that these forms of idolatry existed long before the 
introduction of Christianity, and that they might there- 
fore have been one cause of the trinitarian corruption 
of Christianity. Well, he now sees this same argu- 
ment turned against a body of Christian missionaries, 
by the better informed portion of that self same people, 
from whose vulgar superstitions the argument was first 
drawn. He sees a Bramun comparing a missionary to 
certain idolaters of his nation, for that similarity of 
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be led to acknowledge the impropriety of using such 
language, because of its harshness. Having been often 
repeated, it has become familiar to their ears; and as 
it has received the sanction of many christian profes- 
sors. it seems to them to bear the stamp of authority. 
It may even be doubted whether a direct appeal to the 
Holy Scriptures, for the purpose of discountenancing 
the use of it, would not be regarded as an artful at- 
tempt to pervert the word of God, and to delude the 
understandings of men. But, if it can be shown that 
the same process of reasoning which leads to these 
conclusions against Unitarian Christians, would pro- 
duce results confessedly extravagant and false; perhaps, 
some persons who now avail themselves of it in their 
opposition to Unitarianism, may be induced to suspect 
its accuracy, and to discard it as deceptive. 
Unitarians are not allowed to be entitled to bear the 
Christian name, although they profess to embrace the 
religion of Jesus Christ as taught in the New Testa- 
ment; and they are classed with infidels and blasphe- 
mers, because they do not receive certain doctrines call- 
ed essential. Although their language, as respects 
Christianity, differs materially from the language of 
unbelievers, the charge of deism is reiterated, because 
they do not worship Jesus of Nazareth as the only true 
God; and although in obedience to the directions, and 
in conformity to the example of the Lord Jesus, they 
worship his and our God and Father, it is declared that 
they necessarily blaspheme in their prayers. In strict 
conformity tv this kind of logic, it would be equally 
preper to call them Atheists; for, according to the pas- 
toral loiter of the Synod of Philadelphia, dated, Lan- 
caster, September 20, 18i6, **ihe only true God in 
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and, as respects the worship of the trinity, not only is 
Scripture silent in prescribing it, but there is one pas- 
sage, which, to say the least, seems to justify a strong 
suspicion that the mode of worship practised by Uni- 
tarians is the only mode required by the great object of 
religious homage, and which he regards as true wor- 
ship. John iv. 23. ‘*The hour cometh and now is, 
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to wor- 
ship him.”’ 

Were Unitarian Christians to make the same use of 
Scripture language, which their self-styled orthodox 
brethren make of their own dogmas, this passage might 
be produced to prove, that worshippers of the 7rinity 
were not true worshippers, and that they will not be 
accepted by God; but they disclaim such a procedure. 
They firmly believe, that we are to worship the Lord 
our God exclusively, and that this God, according to 
the doctrine of his beloved Son, is the Father; but they 
are equally well convinced, that He who knows” our 
frame, and remembers that we are dust, will not re- 
ject the homage of any honest man; and that mercy 
will be extended to all who walk according to the mea- 
sure of light which had been afforded them. Judgment 
belongs to God. But they acknowledge themselves too 
fallible and imperfect, and standing too much in need 
of mercy, to venture to arraign their brethren on ac- 
count of differences of opinion. 

These sentiments may seem to be correct, and these 
views may appear satisfactory, to those who retain a 
paramount and an exclusive regard to the authority of 
Scripture; but high orthodoxy is not to be easily dis- 
concerted, Although the Bible is called the Word of 
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of the afflicted, being at a distance from Bethany, the 
residence of his bereaved friends, went immediately to 
pay them a visit of condolence, intending moreover to 
make it the occasion of a stupendous miracle, which 
should gladden their hearts by restoring to them their 
brother, and at the same time demonstrate to them his 
own claim to the Messialhship. 

The conversation which took place between the sis- 
ter of the deceased on the one hand, and their affec- 
tionate friend and Saviour on the other, at the time of 
their meeting, is the most touching, and at the same 
time, the most natural that can be conceived. It shews 
how full of grief were the hearts of these affectionate 
females for the death of their brother, and how full of 
sympathy was the heart of Jesus for the affliction of 
his friends. It shews, moreover, clearly enough, that 
they confided in him, not as a common friend, but as 
possessing qualities of a most extraordinary character; 
and it discovers on his part a degree of tenderness and 
authority, which proves that their confidence in him 
was not excessive. 

It is an incident of peculiar interest in the narrative, 
that our Lord justified the weeping of his friends by 
indulging in tears himself; and then he immediately 
changed their grief into joy by one authoritative com- 
mand, which loosened the bands of death, and deliv- 
ered this tenant of the sepulchre from his dominion. 
Lazarus, come forth! How simple, and yet how 
incomparably sublime! In an instant, he that was 
dead started from his iron slumber, the eye that had 
been closed in sepulchral darkness opened upon the 
light, the tongue that had lately faltered out its dying 
farewell, was loosed from the bonds of silence, the 
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that some of the Jews who witnessed this miracle, ap- 
pear still not to have believed on him; I answer, that 
this proves nothing but the omnipotence of prejudice. 
It proves not that there was any thing of a doubtful 
nature in the manner of its performance, but that the 
human mind is capable of being brought into such a 
state, that the light of heaven falls upon it, as the dews 
of heaven upon the flinty rock; that it may be so 
strongly entrenched in error and prejudice, that no 
ray of conviction can ever reach it. 

In the next place, this miracle, like all the other works 
of Jesus, proved his benevolence. For why is it, that he 
has travelled from a distance to Bethany, and gone 
with this group of mourners to the grave of their 
friend, and by an energetic word caused it to give up 
its dead? It was indeed, as we have seen, to demon- 
strate that he was the Son of God, by shewing that he 
had the keys of death and the grave; but along with 
this sublime object there was combined the gracious 
purpose of drying up the fountains of sorrow, and giv- 
ing unutterable joy to the wounded hearts of an afflicted 
family. And how much of a piece was this with all his 
other works. ‘Trace him from the manger to the cross, 
and you will find him always active in the benevolent 
eause of alleviating human misery; nothing of his divine 
energy is wasted in acts merely calculated to gratify 
curiosity. His favourite element seemed to be in the 
atmosphere of sorrow, where he could dry up the mour- 
ner’s tears, or cause the blind to see, or the deaf to 
hear, or the lame to walk. Wherever he went, some 
trace of his benevolent activity was left behind him 
there was some son or daughter of sorrow, who had 
dropped the mantle of woe, and whose countenances 
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you, you may fearlessly plead the example of the Sa- 
viour of the world. To my mind, I must acknowledge, 
considering the character of Jesus, that I scarcely 
know whether there is more of moral grandeur in that 
sublime and energetic call, which awoke Lazarus from 
the sleep of death, than in those tears of sympathy 
which fell upon his grave. 

And, finally, may we not learn at the grave of Laza- 
rus a most consoling truth, to carry about with us in 
this world of sorrow; I mean the final resurrection of 
the dead. How can we doubt this, when, besides the 
actual promise of God that the dead shall be raised, 
we have here an instance, in which, at the command of 
Jesus, the sepulchre gave back its victim; and what is 
more than all, he who has the keys of death, and who 
once yielded to his iron dominion, has actually come 
back from the grave, and thus justified the title which 
he assumed, as ‘‘the Resurrection and the life.”’ Let it 
be strongly impressed upon the heart of the Christian, 
that the same voice which bade Lazarus come forth 
will hereafter disturb the silence of his own grave, and 
speak into life and vigour his own mouldering dust, 
and cause him to stand forth, encircled and beautified 
with the glories of immortality. When, too, he bends 
in sadness over the spot, where sleep the remains of 
his Christian friend, and finds his breast beginning to 
throb with sorrowful recollections, and that last fond 
look rises to remembrance, which stamped its own 
image indelibly on his heart, oh then let him think that 
that mouldering body will be reanimated, and that 
friend restored to him, not as formerly, the victim of 
decay and corruption, but clothed with celestial bloom 
and beauty. And when his own strength shall have 
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favour. I had heard many things to his discredit, and 
yet I was aware that all these things might possibly be 
excused or refuted; and I therefore merely intimated 
my uncertainty with regard to his character, and my 
intention of being silent about it. But as P.W. speaks 
ina very indignant strain of any attempt to investigate 
his moral qualifications; and seems to regard him as a 
man who is only to be mentioned with the greatest re- 
spect, and whose life is above suspicion, I feel myself 
bound to state my reasons for alluding to him as I did. 

In the first place, I knew that he was dismissed, and 
not honourably dismissed, from the London Society 
for converting the Jews. My authority is the Ninth 
Report of the Committee of that Society, published in 
1817; from which I make the following extract. ‘* Your 
committee must now advert to a circumstance of a 
very painful nature. Shortly after the last anniversary 
meeting, reports were circulated of very improper 
conduct in a person, who had till then acted a promi- 
nent part in this institution. On an investigation of 
the foundation of these rumors, facts were disclosed, 
and afterwards confessed by the individual referred to, 
which rendered it the duty of this Committee to inform 
him, that his connexion with the Society must cease. 
He has since left this country, and proceeded to Ame- 
rica.” 

In the next place, I had never heard that he was 
ever received back again into the London Society, 
or restored to their confidence. 

In the third place, I had never seen any sufficient 
vindication of his conduct. Some letters, which spoke 
in his favour, from distinguished individuals in Eng- 
land, were indeed printed in our journals a few months 
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p.W. more learnedly expresses it in Latin, holding 
my judgment in equilibrio; that is to say, in equili- 
brium. And now I will come once more to the sub- 
ject itself, and examine this writer’s arguments. 

Fle seems to be much puzzled to know what I mean 
by ‘‘a standing miracle.” I thought it was a common 
phrase, and a plain one, or I should not have used it. 
But to explain myself at once, I meant an existing 
miracle, in opposition to one which is performed at a 
certain moment, and then ceases, like the healing of 
the sick, or the raising of the dead. A standing mira- 
cle does not necessarily mean one which is to stand 
forever; and I had no idea of applying any such mean- 
ing to the condition of the Jews, for I myself believe 
that they are finally to be converted. And P. W. had 
some suspicion that this might be my meaning, for he 
says, that perhaps I intended bya standing miracle, 
‘one which expires after a certain duration.” Here 
he is right; but in the next sentence altogether wrong. 
‘¢Where shall we fix its limits? Let it come when it 
will, it would seem, according to this writer, that 
Christianity will then lose one of its convincing 
proofs.” I made no such intimation. I spoke of the 
conversion of the Jews, and their restoration, as events 
which were to be contemporary; for thus the prophecies 
speak of them; and I then asked how the latter was to 
be accomplished, when the Jews were no longer a dis- 
tinct people. If he sees in this statement the expres- 
sion of an opinion, that Christianity is to lose one of 
its convincing proofs by the future conversion of the 
Jews, it is more than I intended that he, or any one 
else, should see, and more than I can see myself. He 
then observes that ‘History could not lose the fact of 
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encouragement, is most likely to be thrown away. In 
this point of view I regard the enthusiastic and pow- 
erful exertions of the London Society. Schools and 
churches have been erected, agents and emissaries have 
been set to work, and immense sums of money have 
been expended by them; and yet the only object of any 
importance which they have effected, is the printing of 
a Hebrew Testament. The children have run away 
from the schools, the churches are filled by people who 
were never Jews in their lives, and the money has 
melted away. Here and there a conversion has taken 
place, which sometimes has been pretended, and some- 
times has been real. But there has been nothing to 
justify the expectation, or even the hope, that any 
great thing is to be accomplished, with present pros- 
pects and present means. It is also to be considered, 
that they are not at all situated as those people are, to 
whom Christian missions are usually sent. ‘They have 
the means of knowledge within their reach, they are 
severally acquainted with the languages of the nations 
among whom they are scattered, Testaments are to be 
purchased in every bookstore, sermons and treatises 
solicit their perusal, and Christian churches are always 
open to them, except where unchristian bigotry keeps 
them shut, if any such place there be. I think then, 
that the time for any remarkable change in this people 
has obviously not yet arrived. They seem to be a race 
destined to experience signal manifestations of the 
Divine will, which must of course be accomplished 
concerning them. In the mean while, as long as they 
live in the midst of Christian light, and with opportu- 
nities of Christian instruction at their very doors, I 
cannot but feel a strong conviction, that the efforts, 
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sentiments than I think they are, I cannot conceive 
why they should have been adduced, or what weight 
they could have been supposed to have with me. I shall 
not unnecessarily lengthen my letter by noticing them; 
for it is with P. W.and not with Dr. Priestley that I 
am discussing this subject. I will, however, in this 
place, express my pleasure, that P. W. seems to be 
conversant with one of the works, at least, of that great 
man; as I am sure that he could not peruse any one of 
them without advantage. 

After the citations from Dr. Priestley, I am again 
attended to. Iam told by P. W. that what I had ad- 
vanced about the impossibility of converting the Jews 
to Trinitarianism, ‘manifestly has no relation to the 
subject itself’ It has no further relation to the sub- 
ject than this, that if the means employed are futile, 
the end is not likely to be accomplished by those who 
employ them; and that, I think, is a near relation 
enough. ‘But it is only a reason,” he says, ‘‘why 
Trinitarians should not embark in this enterprize. 
Let Trinitarians then, be considered as hors de combat. 
Shall not the good work go on? Will not Unitarians 
take it up?” I wish that Trinitarians would consider 
themselves as hors de combat, for I cannot help think- 
ing that they are spending their strength in vain, and 
injuring the cause which they suppose themselves 
maintaining. If they should give up the fight, there 
might doubtless be many Unitarians who would be dis- 
posed to carry it on, but it would be in a different way, 
and to better purpose. ‘Those who might be convinced 
that it was their duty to take it up at this time would 


do so, and those who were not so convinced would 
Q1* 
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exactly resembles the stratagem of a certain missionary of the Jesuits, 
of whom I have somewhere read, who, in his zeal for the conver- 
sion of an Indian Chief, on whom the sublimity of the doctrines 
of the Gospel, and the purity of its moral precepts, made little 
impression, told him, that Christ had been a valiant and suc- 
cessful warrior, who, in the space of three years, scalped men, wo- 
men, and children, without number. The savage was well disposed 
to become a disciple of such a master—he was baptized, with his 
whole tribe, and the Jesuit gloried in his numerous converts.’ ” 


What a story, for a Bishop to tell, and for P. W. to 
tell again! Here we have a Jesuit, who believes not a 
word of the account which he is giving, compared with 
Dr. Priestley, who certainly would have been sincere 
in all his representations of religion, whatever might 
have been their correctness;—and then the savages 
were converted, after all. And this is to prove that 
Unitarians stand no better chance of converting Jews, 
than Trinitarians do. What an applicable story it is! 
Dr. Priestley could not have had a word to say to it. 

But I can quote something from P. W. himself, 
nearly as good as the Bishop’s story, if not quite. It 
is the paragraph which immediately follows it. 


“The difficulty of converting the Jews should have no other effect 
on Trinitarians, than to stimulate their exertions. While they em- 
ploy the means, they question neither the ability, nor willingness of 
God to make them effectual. They know, moreover, that whatever 
the Jews now disbelieve, they did not always disbelieve the Trinity. 
The testimony of some of their distinguished Rabbins is yet accessi- 
ble, Trinitarians also know, or fancy they know, one reason, why 
the Jews now deny the Trinity. If the divinity of the Messiah be 
admitted, it will be more difficult to resist the conclusion, that Jesus 
of Nazareth is he.” 


I think it would take the testimony of a great many 
‘¢distinguished Rabbins,” to convince me that the Jews 
were ever Trinitarians. The Old Testament is good 
authority for a part of their history, and the earliest 
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they had lived at the time of his appearing, they would 
have received him as the Messiah; and that if they were 
now alive, they would acknowledge, instead of reject- 
ing him, as their descendants do; and then there would 
be some force in what he has said; but till he can prove 
all this, there is no force in it whatever. But I have 
not yet finished this part of his argument. He is very 
fond of getting me into what he imagines to be dilem- 


mas; and proceeds thus; 

‘‘But perhaps he means the ‘faith of their fathers’ since the coming 
of Christ. If so, it ought to have been called the unbelief of their 
fathers. In my view, the rejection of the Saviour of the world is asso- 
eiated with fearful guilt. ‘He that believeth not shall be damned.’ 
Would Jesus Christ have used such language, if persevering unbelief 
had been pardonable? ‘The ‘constancy’ with which the Jews have 
clung to this infidelity of their fathers, is the darkest feature in the as- 
pect of the whole affair. If this constancy would but relent, there 
might be some hope. But as it is, ‘hope never comes.’ It was at the 
expense of this constancy, that Protestants emerged from Popery, and 
Unitarians from Trinitarianism; and yet it is ‘noble.’ No matter, for 
so indeed W. P. teaches; ‘if they worshipped brutes and vegetables, 
instead of the living God,’ it sti/i would be noble! He would ‘pronounce 
tt noble!’ For this purpose he ‘would lift up his voice! I sincerely 
hope, for the honour of Unitarians, that he would ‘lift it up. alone.’ ”’ 


And I sincerely hope, and believe, that Unitarians 
will never be so unmindful of their honour, and their 
principles, as to suffer any one to lift up his voice alone, 
in applauding resistance to persecution. Whether they 
would, or would not, join me, however, would make but 
little difference, as far as the expression of my own opin- 
ion was concerned. I do not flatter myself that I should 
be heard far, but I should speak as loud as E could, and if 
no other voice would unite with mine, I should even lift 
up mine alone. In this point of view, I care not what 
the Jews believe or disbelieve, or what their fathers be- 
lieved or disbelieved; it may be called faith, or it may 
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circumstances of this kind, I continue to assert that 
their constancy has been noble. The sarcasms of 
P. W. may, for the present, pass for what they are 
worth, for I feel too much in earnest to reply to him 
in the same strain. 

‘‘It was at the expense of this constancy,” he says, 
‘sthat Protestants emerged from Popery, and Unita- 
rians from Trinitarianism.” It was not at the expense 
of their constancy. Their constancy emancipated 
them. ‘Their convictions began the change, and their 
constancy perfected it, in spite of odium and tribula- 
tion. Protestants and Unitarians have been perse- 
cuted for changing their faith, and Jews for not 
changing it; it was the free will of the former to leave 
their ancient belief, and of the latter, to keep as they 
are;—their constancy and perseverance have been the 
same. P. W.is unfortunate in his illustrations. ~ 

There is now one point in these remarks left for me 
to notice, and it is one in which you, Mr. Editor, are 
personally interested. Because I said it was presump- 
tion to tell people in the newspapers that ‘‘the divine 
veracity was pledged” to promote the purposes of the 
American Society, and that every body must come for- 
ward and help to fulfil them, this writer’s patience al- 
most forsakes him, and he insists that I am contradict- 
ed not only by the daily practice of all men, but by the 
Report of the Unitarian Book Seciety, which was pub- 
lished in the same number of the Miscellany with my 
last letter. From the quotation which he makes, it is 
sufficient to repeat the following passage; ‘‘truth will 
conquer at last, but it requires incitements from hu- 
man aid. God is the author of all, but men are his 
agents; we must labour if we would hope.” He then 
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Prospects of Unitarianism. 


We are not daunted by that seeming prepon- 
derance of Trinitarianism over our own views of the 
divine nature, which at present exists in the Christian 
world. ‘There is much to encourage us in a review of 
the past, much in the spirit of the age, much in the 
concurring tendencies of existing sects, and much more 
still in the character of our doctrine itself. 

The progress of Unitarianism for the last hundred 
years, we do not presume to say, is miraculous, but, 
under every point of view, it is certainly astonishing. 
Far more reasonable would be the assertion of an im- 
mediate interference from heaven to explain this phe- 
nomenon, than it is to account for those local excite- 
ments denominated revivals of religion. In the latter, 
an ignorance of the principles of human nature has 
ascribed to a direct divine agency what is merely the 
combined result of sympathy, of deeply excited per- 
sonal fears, of the absence of political and other stimu- 
lants to enthusiasm, of a natural reaction from a long 
State of spiritual coldness and sloth, and of other 
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operation of his spirit is more real in the crowd of a 
prayer-meeting, than in the closet of the incipient 
Unitarian, who bends over his Bible, and studies, and 
prays, and feels his mind opening into the marvellous 
light of truth, as calmly, as irresistibly, and as gladly, 
as the morning ushers in, the day. 

We can put our finger on four prominent places in 
the map of Christendom, where orthodoxy, since the 
era of the reformation, was planted with a strength 
and deepness, which mere human foresight would pre- 
dict could never suffer it to be eradicated, but where 
the result has utterly baffled such prediction. We 
allude to Geneva, the realm of the despotic Calvin— 
to the whole region between Poland and the Rhine, in 
which, wherever the reformation was established, the 
strict dogmas of Luther once almost universally pre- 
vailed—to the Presbyterian Churches throughout Eng- 
land and Treland—and lastly, to New England. Now 
contemplate, fora moment, the silent, yet mighty pro- 
gress, which éur views have developed just in those 
four regions on the globe, where alone Christianity has 
been partially or wholly released from her alliance 
with power, or where the religious principle, and the 
spirit of inquiry, have together and unimpeded exerted 
their energies. What Unitarian, on glancing at this 
picture, should be discouraged at seeing all the wealth, 
the learning, the exertions, the bitterness, and the 
zeal of orthodoxy, confederated around him, to multi- 
ply missionaries, to found theological institutions, 
and to plant churches, for the sake of perpetuating 
doctrines, which do violence to scripture and reason? 


Look at the past, we say, and judge by that of the 
future. 
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affected and glowering shudder on learning at what 
church we worshipped—and little children been en- 
couraged to scoff at our little children;—we are every 
where holding up our heads; the public clamour no 
longer makes us half believe we have done wrong, and 
almost inquire of ourselves whether we have not been 
picking pockets, instead of comparing scriptural texts; 
the films on the eyes of our adversaries are loosening, 
if not absolutely dropping off; hatred is softening into 
respect, and the spirit of exclusion is melting into that 
of toleration. This happy process, it is true, is as yet 
very far from being perfected every where, or perhaps 
any where; but he must be a superficial observer of the 
course of public opinion, who does not perceive the 
tide, on the whole, making against intolerance, as surely 
as the ocean tide advances up the shore. 

And all this was to be expected, as we intimated in 
the beginning of these remarks, from our second 
source of encouragement, the spirit of the age. Uni- 
tarians calculate much on this. Mere authority bears 
nothing like the sway which it once did. The senti- 
mental worshippers of antiquity are growing fewer in 
number, and are learning to value religion for its es- 
sence, rather than for its rust. Or, should this poeti- 
cal class of believers continue to flourish, Unitarian- 
ism, even though it could not claim, as we hold that it 
can, the character of the only true antiquarian form 
of Christianity, is yet every day increasing its recom- 
mendations on this score, and two or three hundred 
years hence, it will exhibit as beautiful and imposing 
an antiquity, as any sect now does, with the excep- 
tion of the Roman Catholic alone. That active curi- 


osity, which is pushing its researches into every other 
22* 
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criticism; plant them all over the country, all over the 
world, in flourishing churches; as sure as the soul is 
free, and truth attainable, and the march of opinion 
unfettered, these young men, or their successors, must 
work their way, as fifty other settled clergymen have 
done in Massachusetts the last ten years, amidst the 
calm seclusion of their studies, into the precincts of a 
brighter and more solid faith, than that which is now 
taught them as the relics of the unfinished Reforma- 
tion. The Eclectic Reviewers long since pathetically 
mourned the alarming process by which non-conform- 
ing churches in England degenerated into schools of he- 
resy. They ascribed it to the customof settling the sons 
of clergymen in the places of their fathers! Time and 
learning, as they complained, quite blunted in the de- 
scendants the original vehemence with which their or- 
thodox progenitors maintained the doctrines of Calvin- 
ism. It will be so here and every where. Time, learn- 
ing, study, reflection, and the Bible, are our unpaid 
Unitarian missionaries. Though we should employ 
missionaries elsewhere, never may we be induced to 
encroach on ¢his field, nor steal into parishes for the 
purpose of breaking them up, and introducing a tone 
of bitter feeling, which is as much to be deprecated as 
speculative errors. Divisions and bitterness will suffi- 
eiently multiply of themselves. Itis not to be expect- 
ed, that no resistance will be made to the increase of 
light and truth, which we so confidently anticipate. 
We compassionate the future victims of persecution, 
whom the irresistible growth of Unitarianism will 
raise up among those who embrace it. But we know 
they will be firm, and enjoy that peace of mind, which 
the world cannot, but which truth, conscience, and 
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delivered to us, and consecrated to the honour of God, 
and the everlasting good of man. 

After having reviewed the past, and examined the 
spirit of the age, we were next to inquire what encour- 
agements we may hope for from the concurring ten- 
dencies of sects, and from the character of our doctrine 
itself. 

One important fact, which has been never enough at- 
tended to, will, at a single glance, convince the reader, 
that we have solid ground-work for the above sanguine 
speculations. The fact alluded to is, that substantial 
Unitarianism at this moment exists, in a greater or 
less degree of development, in the faith of every de- 
nomination of Christians. There is a Unity of God 
for which they all as strenuously contend as for his 
Trinity; there is a certain inferiority of Christ to the 
Father, which mingles among all their instructions, as 
frequently as does his equality to the Father; nay, 
even his independent human nature is as often pre- 
sented by orthodox preachers to the contemplation of 
their hearers, as is his divinity. The force of motives, 
and the authority of all the sanctions of revelation, 
which are the grand and sacred moral instruments of 
Unitarian exhortation, continue, in spite of the mar- 
vellous inconsistency, to be urged by many Trinita- 
rian advocates of absolute election and vicarious atone- 
ment. And so of every other doctrine which contri- 
butes to form the substance of our faith. The perfect 
statue, we maintain, exists beneath every block, how- 
ever uncouth, disfigured, and repulsive, or however 
overloaded, beautified, and disguised, which the differ- 
ing imaginations of Christians have caught hold of and 
worshipped as the form of truth. We hint this, by the 
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clamour, mystery, bustle, personality, jealousy, and 
despair, which, treading argument under foot, unite 
in producing on their side a convulsive and often not 
contemptible opposition. The very worst that can be 
said of us, on the supposition that we are wrong, is 
that we come short of the whole truth; but if they are 
wrong, it is manifest that their error is positive, and 
infinitely monstrous. Such are our overwhelming ad- 
vantages, intrinsic in the very nature of the question, 
on which the two leading divisions of Christians are at 
issue. 

Therefore, the fences and fortifications of orthodox 
principles, which, as if under an apprehension of the 
process we have been anticipating, it is now so much 
the fashion to erect, do not in the least appal us. ‘Time 
has as little respect for creeds and subscriptions, as 
for the edifices in which they are recited. With re- 
gard to the Church of England, her orthodoxy depends 
pretty much on the will of the king, and of parliament 
assembled. ‘The power is in his hand of calling to- 
gether a convocation, which might by one decree change 
the whole colour and texture of that church. In our 
own country, the same convention which left the Epis- 
copal church here at liberty to introduce or not into its 
liturgy the ‘*descent of Christ into hell,’ have still the 
power to exclude from it the dogma of his deification. 
We have much hope hereafter in that same general 
convention. ‘The General Assembly of Presbyterians 
is at peace and harmony in itself,—a decided symptom 
of Unitarian tendencies; the two great connexions of 
Presbyterianism are effecting a reunion, which so far 
also indirectly argues well for our cause. Let but the 
spirit of bigotry in any shape go down, and the path is 





ls 


id 
jo 

st 
09 


MA 
od 


Hf 


M0 
uy} 


ad 
Vs 
10] 
ey 
«} 
id 
ad 


SS 


VA 
yur 
IM 
eu} 
1vs 
109 

ur 


0) 





‘rey YY JO YONUL JO 391998 SNHOIDSMOD 9Y} St s27y) PUL 
{sjapyur jo spuvy ay} oyut packed yonut os st pur ‘jad 
-SOS IY} UL I1IYMOUIOS S}STX9 YOIYM Suipjowmos ysurvse 
pesieyjn st ‘yaryaq ano ysureSe pres paom Araaod yeYy 
MOUY pur yooy Ady, *19}}VUL VY) JO OTVVA pap}jes pue 
ON} BY? JNOGE MOU ST SIY} JOF Sway? WIZ 1BAO BYSNO.IG 
younyd & aaquinu 9M ‘sn Wor, 7/22U09 BuO yNod Ad} 
WIM ‘snjedur sayounsut uv Aq paeamuo Suraout aie 
am fUlay? YI yom TTY-dn st yz *yusdsatmnb oq ysouye 
few yynay jo peaads oy} 10; sano ‘patvamun pur ues 
-S9OUI OG YSN SSIdONS UVIILIIIS OJ SUOIPIIXI IY TY, 
{S1NO UO fT [IU 0} WY} 40} uLYY ‘spurM IIZy} WOT 
Yo s0119 ue Ard 07 sn 10; J9Isva YONUI OS St pI BOUTS SOM 
UBY} [BIZ A1OUL JIGIYXe V10Ja10y}) Jou AVY? prnoys AY AA 
‘S1NO YJIM UOTD9UUOD Jo j10S OU sey WISTURLIePIULLY, 
‘spoaid Iq} JO Javay ayy 7e soIy AjUTe}I99 WsTURIT 
-ey1UQ)*s}as Suisoddo je 19a0 vSejuvape poyozeUt 
“UN dy} SN S9AIS YOTYM sty) st4y yo peddoy aq 0} sats 
-U9ISIIIX BY} 1OJ SABA UI0} Bq 0} Suippoyvos vy} 10F 
Sune ‘Surpurzs st 913 osyua oy Saoqgipa ojapdutos 
ayy ‘Avs sn ya] 19y}eI 10 SUMOS SI pads dy} {sn 10J Pre] 
Apeaaje st UoOKBpuNoy oy} ‘ysva_ ye Suay? ‘snyy ing 
‘poxtuun pue oind 310M 
qt yx sv Aj1aQqZ oY} 07 a7quidoo0e se ysowye oq you Avut 4 
yey} *yAassv 0} S1NO JOU SI yt puv SsadqysruiM APIURTSLAYD 
QaouIs VoyM Avze A1VAD Woy spusdse ATLIBZUNIOA 
“UL SUIOUL URLIVTU A «“‘Suryovaad yeatyjoop payyeostut 
A\pes os uveq suey yey OZUL sAoyove} sNoISI]aI s10Y} 
SUIMOLIvY Ut 10 Spur oqnd ay} Suytoxe ul 4194310 
povdons ‘uajsXs uorieq pure ‘uonovaysqe ‘sosfydejour 
‘AraysXut JO S19ao] May v UayM ydaoxe Spayoeaid aaayM 
AJ9Ad St WISTULIILIIUE B]dwIs yey} JSISUL AA *[VOZ UIE 
“BJIIS JO JUVM Pada]je ino jo uoyeoyysnfl auo se ‘Avan 


‘ystuniunpuy fo spadsorg OFS 














Prospects of Unitarianism. 249 


New York, and it is all we ask of them. Why may 
there not be Unitarian Episcopalians, with expurga- 
ted liturgies, content with only asserting the expedien- 
cy of their ecclesiastical polity, which is no more com- 
manded in Scripture than is the wearing of sandals, or 
baptism in fresh water? They might likewise continue 
to be firm and true Episcopalians, without maintaining 
at this enlightened era the superstitious notion of a 
tactual communication of spiritual authority, through a 
long pastoral chain, that has been sometimes broken, 
sometimes doubled, often confused, and often com- 
posed of links, unholy, murderous, adulterous. Why 
can there not be Unitarian Catholics, acknowledging 
the spiritual jurisdiction of a Unitarian bishop of 
Rome, and wearing the most beautiful gowns, but pay- 
ing their adorations to their Creator alone, and allow- 
ing salvation to be possible without their own pale? 
And why can we not conceive of a kind of Unitarian 
Calvinists, handling, if they choose, the inexplicable 
metaphysics of heaven, and reducing it, by way of ex- 
ercising the mind, into creeds and systems, but not 
daring the attempt of bringing it down to be applied 
by themselves to human, practical, familiar affairs? 
In the mean time, they might safely take their opin- 
ions of the divine nature from Calvin’s own explana- 
tions and reservations on the subject of the Trinity, or 
as we should rather pr2fer, from Professor Stuart, who 
at present absolutely denies that there are internal dis- 
tinctions of any kind in the Deity. 

Now all these shades and variations might be par- 
donable and even useful. Every man might have the 
subordinate stimulus of acting and living for the honour 
of his own peculiar denomination, but at the same time 
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lofty devotion which it in many places exhibits, if we 
still trace, develope, and apply that thread of inspira- 
tion which runs through it, if we still elucidate the 
difficulties, which antiquity, language, and prevailing 
associations have unavoidably interwoven into it, never 
fear, but that there will still exist. curiosity enough 
among men to hear us, and moral sense enough to re- 
ceive our instructions, and piety enough to join with 
us, and respect enough for revelation to adopt and 
practise upon our inculcation of its rules and lessons, 
and gratitude and friendship enough to animate us 
amidst the labours of study, or the discouragements of 
obloquy and opposition. 

And Jesus too is ours! He upon whom our oppo- 
nents lavish so equivocal a compliment, by represent- 
ing our religion as worthless, because it only involves 
all that he taught, and acted, and suffered, and exem- 
plified before mankind, in the name, and by the au- 
thority and power of his Father! Jesus is ours, whom 
they, and not we, would preposterously reduce to the 
level of a heathen philosopher, if he is allowed to be 
any thing short of that Almighty Being, who sent him, 
and to whom he prayed. Jesus is ours—and will that 
doctrine ever want the blessing of Heaven on its sup- 
porters, or fail of obtaining adherents, till it spreads 
from the rising to the setting sun, which has Aim for 
its chief corner-stone? As sure as repentance is the 
chief duty of man—or the worship of the Father in 
spirit any better than the grovellings of idolatry—as 
sure as the example of Jesus Christ has any charms, 
or his miracles any reality, or his revelations of the 
character of God any authority, or his practical pre- 
cepts any use or excellence, or the spirit which he 
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and, indeed, all the arts of defining language and ana- 
lyzing thought, have been employed to establish the 
foundation, and ornament the structure of theology. 

In a science, which runs so far into the deep and 
uncertain things of metaphysics, and which allows so 
wide a range for the imagination, it is no wonder, that 
much should be written, which is neither calculated to 
instruct the plain inquirer, nor edify the practical 
christian. It is no wonder, that reason should some- 
times be misled, the judgment perverted, and truth 
obscured. ‘The topics of theological discussion are ex- 
haustless, and christians of every form of belief have 
applied themselves with equal zeal, if not with equal 
ability, to the task of developing and enforcing their 
peculiar sentiments. ‘The consequence has been, that 
the labours of many great and wise men are now use- 
less to the world. Lives have been passed in decora- 
ting gaudy and unsubstantial theories, or wasted in 
the barren fields of metaphysical controversy, or idly 
expended in the wild dreams of enthusiasm. 

From general causes like these, and from others of 
a particular and local nature, theology has too often 
been rendered cumbersome, unintelligible, and unpro- 
fitable. But after all, amidst a prodigious waste of in- 
tellect and labour, some treasures remain worthy of 
the great minds, which bequeathed them to posterity, 
worthy of the religion of Jesus, and worthy to be stu- 
died and admired by every sincere believer. Among 
the numerous works on theological subjects, a few may 
be found, which have an intrinsic value distinct from 
the speculative opinions contained in them, and from 
the dogmas, which it may be their primary or subor- 
dinate object to inculcate. Practical religion is the 
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excellent collection of Tracts has done much to rescue 
some treatises of this description from the state of un- 
merited forgetfulness into which they were falling. 
But his plan was widely different from the one here 
contemplated. It was his aim to form several treatises 
into a methodical arrangement, in such a manner that 
together they should constitute a general system of 
divinity. In pursuance of this design he took into his 
collection some elaborate works, and he was therefore 
limited in number and variety. The plan here insti- 
tuted allows a greater latitude, and will enable the 
Editor to receive from any quarter whatever is deemed 
valuable. 

Some persons, who have assumed the liberty to think 
for themselves, have written with a freedom and inde- 
pendence on religious subjects, which have not always 
been acceptable to those of a more timid spirit and 
yielding temperament. Men of the first eminence, 
and of unblemished character, have deviated from the 
common track, and dared to make their way by the 
light of reason and the Scriptures, preferring the sim- 
ple instructions and commands of Christ to the intri- 
cacies of human creeds and systems. They have be- 
lieved with Paley, that ‘*whatever makes religion more 
rational, makes it more credible;”? and with Young, 
that ‘‘when faith is virtue, reason makes it so.” It is 
not surprising, that such men should not think in the 
same train as those, who adopt the enthusiast’s short 
rule of believing a thing, because it is impossible, or 
who look upon mysteries as constituting essential parts 
of a christian’s faith. 

It is a maxim, as true in religion as in every thing 
else, that opinions are as various as men. Quot 
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from these sources, which have never been presented 
to the English reader. Something, no doubt, may be 
gleaned from the first Reformers sufficiently free from 
the spirit, and violence, and jargon of those times, to 
be read with interest and profit at the present day. 
Whenever christians have been attacked as avowing an 
erroneous faith, they have defended themselves in 
nearly the same way. Equally indignant at oppres- 
sion, they have asserted the right of inquiry, judg- 
ment, and belief, with equal earnestness and sound 
reasoning. ‘They have usually maintained the true 
principles of scriptural christianity. 

Even Calvin, in his expostulation with the king of 
France, was moved to plead the cause of liberty and 
toleration most eloquently, while he was suffering in 
exile under the odium of being a heretic. So it was 
with Luther, Melancthon, and their associates. When 
defending themselves against the common adversary, 
they took rational grounds. It was only on things of 
doubtful import, that they became enthusiasts, bigots, 
dogmatists, and persecutors. They deserted reason, 
and then reason deserted them. When they attempt- 
ed to enforce what they could neither explain nor 
understand, they quarrelled, became furious, called 
names, excommunicated, anathematized. With the 
voluminous repositories of these feuds, we have no oc- 
casion to be acquainted; yet we may still listen with 
pleasure and advantage to the eloquence and argu- 
ments of the first Reformers, in support of the common 
principles of religious truth and liberty. 

Some good articles in theology are moreover con- 
tained in the writings of the Polish Brethren. For 
ability and learning they have never been surpassed; 
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enlargement of mind and charitable spirit. The Ar- 
minians, like the first Reformers, wrote in self defence. 
They maintained the liberty of conscience, and used 
the weapons furnished by reason and the Scriptures. 
The Calvinists had combated the Catholics with the 
same weapons, but they were now grown strong, and 
came down upon the defenceless Remonstrants with 
the artillery of creeds and confessions, synods and 
councils, imprisonment and civil penalties. Having 
no means of physical resistance, the Remonstrants re- 
lied on their intellectual strength and the justice of 
their cause. In this respect they gained a conquest as 
complete and honourable, as it was on the other part 
ignoble and unchristian. Their works written on this 
occasion, and afterwards, contain excellent specimens 
of theological discussion and criticism, which are in 
strict conformity with the — and original simplicity 
of the Gospel. | 

In drawing from so large a number of writers, whose 
opinions were various, it cannot be expected, that a 
perfect consistency will be preserved in the religious 
sentiments advanced in different parts of this work. 
Much less can it be supposed, that the Editor’s opin- 
ions accord with all that may be published. It will be 
a general rule to give the articles entire, nor will an 
alteration or abridgment of them ever be made in con- 
sequence of the sentiments, which they express. Some- 
times such parts may be omitted, as are local, and have 
no immediate bearing on the subject at large; but this 
will seldom happen, and never unless it be notified to 
the reader. It is deemed highly important that the 
language of the authors should be faithfully and exactly 
retained. 
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It is sad indeed to look back on the dark records of 
ecclesiastical history, and meet with violence and 
shame on almost every page. And it is sad also to 
look round on the Christian world as it is at pre- 
sent, and mark the strife, rancour, and uncharitable- 
ness, which still subsist between its different sects, 
although the times of persecution by sword and fire 
have at last gone by. But there is no reason that we 
should be troubled when these things are mentioned as 
objections to Christianity. It is sufficient that we 
point the accuser to the Gospel itself, and ask him if 
he finds the least authority there for such enormities, 
and leave it to his impartiality, if he have any, to re- 
turn the answer. No; the Gospel is far from giving its 
sanction to fanaticism and cruelty; there is nothing 
whatever in its character which corresponds with any 
feature of inhumanity. Its spirit is that of gentleness 
and love. ‘*Blessed are the peacemakers,” said the 
Prince of Peace. 

The crimes which have been perpetrated under the 
names of Christianity and religious zeal, cannot there- 
fore be ascribed with any fairness to-the religion of 
Christ. They have their origin in the blind and mis- 
guided passions of the human heart, in the ignorance, 
selfishness, ambition, avarice, and rivalry of men. 

Yet it may be asked, whether religion, at least, 
should not be preserved from the reproach of being the 
occasion, or the pretence, of these most disgraceful 
contentions; and whether the most sacred of ali sub- 
jects should not be that on which all minds might 
agree, and about which there should exist no possibility 
of angry disputation; and further, whether that system 
of religion can rightfully lay claim to a divine origin, 
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contracting an earnest solicitude for its issue. As this 
solicitude increases, so will our attachment to the 
subject which causes it, and our idea of its value. 
Disputes concerning the truth of certain articles pre- 
suppose a regard for the truth itself, wherever it may 
lie. ‘They who contend for a long creed, manifest an 
anxiety to preserve the faith entire; and they who pro- 
pose a shorter one, are desirous that the faith should 
be received in its simplicity. ‘To each of these parties 
their own doctrines are Christianity, at least to those 
who are sincere; and there is no danger that their 
interest for the religion will languish, while they are 
so warmly engaged in determining its nature and its 
requisitions. It cannot be denied, that many seem to 
be more zealous for their vain peculiarities, than for 
what indisputably belongs to Christianity; but this is a 
consequence of human imperfection, and does not 
affect our main proposition, that controversy keeps up 
a strong interest on the subject of religion. 

Another advantage which arises from the diversity 
of religious opinions, is that intimate knowledge of the 
Scriptures, of which it is, in so great a degree, the 
occasion and the cause. It is acknowledged that the 
authority for every doctrine must be sought in the 
Bible. The Bible is therefore regarded as a tribunal, 
from the clear decisions of which there can be no 
appeal. It is of the highest importance that these de - 
cisions should be closely and accurately investigated, 
for to all Christians they are final. No one will re- 
sign his particular belief, while he can produce war- 
rant for it from the Word of God; and no one should 
adhere to his opinions a moment after the judgment 
of that Word has been pronounced against them. The 
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It seems, at first, almost paradoxical to assert, that 
division is the best method of preserving the truest 
peace, but it may easily be proved to be no paradox. 
In the outset it must be taken for granted, that, con- 
stituted as we are, it is impossible that we should 
think alike on all subjects. This cannot be denied. 
It is a fact depending on our very nature. This being 
premised then, we say that a denomination should 
never be so numerous, a church should never be so 
universal, as to be able to put any force whatever on 
belief and conscience. Let their intentions be ever so 
good, they will be sure to become intolerant; they pos- 
sess power, and they will abuse it. We know that the 
mind of man is naturally independent; and we know 
too that there always have been some, even when the 
church of Rome was in the meridian of its pride, who 
have firmly maintained their independence, and con- 
stantly refused to graduate their faith by any human 
standard. Such men become at once the objects of 
dislike, and fear, and lastly of persecution. The 
church is convinced of its own infallibility, and con- 
sequently of their error and heresy. This conviction 
is accompanied with a desire of rooting out the heresy, 
even by the severest means, and finally its power is 
employed for the unrighteous and detestable purpose of 
doing so. And even if there be no one article of the 
creed directly questioned or attacked, it is no matter. 
The course is the same. If doctrine be not immedi- 
ately concerned, any thing else can be made to bear on 
doctrine. Galileo was thrown into a dungeon for af- 
firming that the earth turned round. 

This is the birth and history of persecution. And 
who will call it harmony, who will call it peace? Who 
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The last advantage which we shall enumerate, as 
arising from the existence of different religious deno- 
minations, is a great and undeniable one. Every sect 
stands guard, as it were, over the good conduct of 
every other sect; and thus the cause of morality is 
advanced, more, we believe, than can be estimated or 
known. It is well understood on all hands, that vir- 
tue will make itself respected im any sect, and that no 
sect can be respected without it. Whatever the faith 
may be, it is impossible that it should gain any lasting 
favour, if good works are not found in its company. 
The best argument against any belief is its immoral 
tendency. Aware of this, and aware that the eyes of 
all its opponents are on the watch to detect proofs of 
such a tendency, every denomination will be careful 
to disappoint such a purpose, by keeping up a respect- 
able standard of morals. In this way, a line of con- 
duct, adopted at first for private advantage, becomes 
of incalculable benefit to society at large. 

These considerations apply particularly to the 
clergy, who have always a great share in determining 
the character of the denominations to which they se- 
verally belong. If it had not been for the notorious 
profligacy and corruption of this order in the Roman 
Catholic Church, Luther and Calvin would have 
found it far more difficult to maintain their opposition 
than they did. With all their learniug and talents, 
perseverance and zeal, they might have produced 
but an inconsiderable excitement, if Tetzel, the Pope, 
and the monks, had not proved such powerful aux- 
iliaries. Nor was the Reformation confined to those 
who followed the reformers. The Catholics perceived 
the necessity of reforming themselves, in order that 
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faith; it promotes the diffusion of religious knowledge; 
it guards against the pernicious effects of arbitrary 
power; and it is of eminent service to the cause of 
virtue. 

Several practical reflections may be drawn from our 
subject, but we shall confine ourselves to one only.— 
Seeing that so many, who have brought genius, judg- 
ment, learning, piety, integrity, and candour, to the 
study of the Scriptures, have yet disagreed in their 
results, we should be taught by this circumstance a 
lesson of charity;—the charity which is willing to be- 
lieve that others intend to think right, and to give 
them credit for that intention; which, though it felt 
persuaded that its own sentiments were correct, and 
those of another incorrect, would still admit the pos- 
sibility of being in both cases deceived; which, though 
far from being indifferent to the progress of its own 
opinions, would never entertain a single wish to inter- 
fere by violence or restraint with the opinions of 
others, and never desire to throw the tyrant chain of 
human authority over the mind, which God created 
free, 
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Christianity a Religion of Peace. 


Think not that I am come to send peace on earth, 
said Jesus to his disciples, 7 came not to send peace, 
but a sword. Matt. x. 34. This declaration has some- 
times been thought to contradict the peaceful senti- 
ments uttered on other occasions by the Saviour, and to 
be at variance in general with the mild spirit of the 
Gospel. Such a view of it, however, may be shown to 
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will endeavour to express the full meaning of these 
words in the following paraphrase. 

‘‘Think not that my coming is to be a signal of per- 
petual harmony; think not that my doctrine, all pure 
and peaceable as it is, will at once communicate its 
spirit to those among whom you are to preach it, for 
those very qualities will be one cause of the opposition 
which it will meet with. The religion, which pro- 
nounces a blessing on humility, can expect no favour 
from the proud; the teacher who acknowledges as his 
disciples, only the meek, the righteous, the merciful, 
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, cannot be cor- 
dially received by the insolent, the unholy, the cruel, 
the sensual, and the contentious. Deceive not your- 
selves; you will be opposed, persecuted, rejected, and 
put to death. Ignorance, pride, power, superstition, 
and interest, will league themselves against you. Nor 
is a common submission to my authority to be looked 
for, even among the well disposed. All cannot see 
with the same eyes, nor hear with the same under- 
standing. And thus will dissension be sown between 
friends and kindred; a man will be set at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter in law against her mother in law, and 
a man’s foes shall be those of his own household. The 
path of your duty is eminently dangerous and difficult. 
It will permit no rest, no peace. It will demand your 
constant struggles, and it will be marked with your 
blood.”’ 

That such is the true meaning of the text, must 
be manifest to every one, who reads with attention the 
whole discourse in which it is contained. It is not at 
all meant to represent the genius and temper of the 
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he noticed an observation in the German, which seemed 
to be important, and which promised to instruct and 
interest the English reader, but which, nevertheless, 
was not in the Latin, he has ventured, in a considera- 
ble number of instances, to translate and insert it.’’ 
He has also added some notes and extracts, distin- 
guished from the. text by being enclosed in brackets, 
which increase the value of the book. The following 
extract from his preface will explain the character of 
the work itself. 

“‘One of the greatest difficulties in interpreting the Seriptures will 
be found, it is apprehended, in the want of facility in throwing one’s 
self back into the age, in which the writers lived, and into the situa- 
tion of those for whom they wrote. ‘To remove this difficulty in some 
degree, as the reader will observe by consulting the second section, is 
one of the prominent objects of the present work. It is thought, that 
the object itself will be found to be in a good measure secured, and 
that the person, who has carefully studied it, will no longer find him- 
self at a loss in forming a conception of the once splendid scenery of 
Judea, nor in understanding and estimating the nature and the worth 
of the domestic, religious and civil practices and institutions of its 
inhabitants.”’ 

The translation, as far as we have had an opportu- 
nity of examining it, is correct and lucid; and the 
translator has rendered an acceptable service to the 
cause of biblical learning. 


Gerard’s Biblical Criticism. 


Tue Institutes of Biblical Criticism, by Dr. Gilbert 
Gerard, Professor of Divinity in the University of 
Aberdeen, has been used for some time as a text book 
by the Professor of Sacred Literature at Cambridge. It 
having proved both difficult and expensive, however, to 


procure a suflicient number of English copies of the 
29 
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Massachusetts Convention of Ministers. 


Here be thy praise devoutly sung; 
Here let thy truth beam forth to save, 
As when, of old, thy spirit hung 
On wings of light o’er Jordan’s wave, 


And when the lips, that with thy name 
Are vocal now, to dust shall turn, 
On others may devotion’s flame 
Be kindled here, and purely burs. 


Massachusetts Convention of Ministers. 


Tur Massachusetts Convention of Congregational 
Ministers, was formed for the general purpose of friend- 
ly meeting and intercourse, and more particularly for 
the purpose of rendering assistance by its funds to the 
widows and orphans of those who had been its mem- 
bers. It has been accustomed to meet once a year, at 
the time of the general state election, when there is 
usually a large assemblage of clergymen in Boston, 
from all parts of Massachusetts. On these occasions 
the members are made acquainted with the manner in 
which their charities have been distributed, and after 
transacting some other local business, they hear a ser- 
mon from one of their number. 

This is all very well. Butit would seem almost im- 
possible that a considerable body of clergymen should 
assemble, without exercising, or attempting to exercise, 
spiritual domination. And so it has happened with 
the Massachusetts Convention; though nothing could 
be more foreign to its constitution, and to what ought 
to be its policy. The orthodox members, with some 
exceptions, have thought it their duty to take notice of 
the heresies of their brethren; and the method pursued 
for this purpose has been rather a singular one. In 
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Uses and Abuses of Religious Rites. 


I; seems to be reasonable and proper, that even the 
purest and most intellectual religion should include 
certain rites and forms, when, without immediately 
reverting to divine command or authority, we merely 
take into consideration some calls and tendencies of 
human nature. While we remain on earth, we must, 
in a measure, be subjected to earthly influences. Form- 
ed of the dust, we must have something visible and 
tangible, even in our relations with the Invisible 
Spirit, who fashioned our clay, and breathed into us 
the breath of life. Religion should regard as its main 
objects the thoughts and affections; bui the senses must 
often be employed as its instruments. The subtle es- 
sence of flame is fed and supported by substances of a 
grosser consistence. Our spirits may soar far away, 
and be absent long, but they must return at last to 
their corporeal habitations. 

It is true that our conduct is to be influenced by be- 
lief, and not by the representation, or the performance, 
of outward actions. It is not the less true, however, 
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through external impulses, those deep, vivid, and prac- 
tical feelings of devotion, which might else have lan- 
guished and died. 

‘these are not their only benefits. ‘The peculiar 
rites of a religion serve as a bond of union to those who 
profess it—not always a very strict one, to be sure, but 
a bond of union still. Different sects may differ in 
their mode of observing an ordinance, and in their ap- 
prehensions of its nature and efficacy; and yet from 
the single and simple circumstance of its being observed 
by all, it will be common to all. 

This remark may be applied to religious belief as 
well as to religious ceremonies. In many importaut 
articles of our faith the coincidence between Christians 
is in a great measure nominal; and yet this nominal 
coincidence is of the utmost importance. We all pro- 
fess to believe in one God; but the God who is wor- 
shipped by some is a very different being from the God 
who is worshipped by others. ‘Their several characters 
and attributes are, in many points, altogether at vari- 
ance. And so we all profess to acknowledge one Sa- 
viour; yet there are not only general varieties or classes 
of sentiments concerning the person and offices of that 
Saviour, but it is probable that there could be found 
hardly two individuals in all Christendom, who, if they 
were minutely examined on these subjects, would an- 
swer exactly alike, on both, or either of them. The 
God who rigerously exacts an atonement from an in- 
nocent sufferer for the sins of his creatures, is not the 
God who is willing to receive and pardon those crea- 
tures, whenever they will repent and turn to him. 
The Christ who is supposed to be very God, and very 
man, equal to the Father in his Godhead, and inferier 
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Now I conceive that one of the causes,—not the 
only, nor the principal cause,—but one of the causes 
of this community of feeling, has been the existence of 
religious rites. Certain forms, bearing the same name, 
have been observed by all, and observed because they 
were commanded by the same master. And it was, 
perhaps, one of the designs of our Saviour, when he 
instituted the ritual ordinances of our religion, to throw 
a chain round the whole body of his disciples, which, 
though its links were unseen, and its strength was un- 
known, would yet serve the purpose of binding them 
together. 

The benefits which I have enumerated, as resulting 
from prescribed religious forms, are sufficient to prove 
them requisite, reasonable and useful. But all the 
considerations which have been offered are of a general 
nature. When we come to the inquiry of what kinds 
of forms are best, how many should there be, and how 
should they be observed, the discussion will of course 
assume a more particular bearing. It must be laid 
down as a principle, that religious rites, in order that 
they may produce the most beneficial effects, prevent 
abuses, and be in harmony with a pure and spiritual 
religion, must be simple and few. I hope to establish 
the truth of this proposition by the following considera- 
tions. 

Observances are so far valuable as they produce good 
dispositions, and no farther. Whatever, therefore, 
tends to make them valued for themselves tends to de- 
stroy all that is valuable in their efficacy. And they 
are even negative and harmless, only so long as they 
do not absolutely exclude good dispositions, and no 
longer. ‘That is to say; whatever there may be in 
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charity and duty. It has been said that they elevate 
the thoughts, and kindle a glow of devotion. It may 
be so. But what is the nature of the elevation and the 
glow? Is it the elevation which aspires after what is 
noble and useful in character? Is it the glow which 
warms the heart with benevolence, and sympathy, and 
love to man? Is it not rather an elevation bewildered 
in its own flight, and a glow exhausted in its own 
burning? These confused and tumultuous and unde- 
finable sensations are profitless; they bring no good 
thing to pass. And if they stopped here it would be 
well. But they are not merely unproductive to the 
votary, they deceive him. They have a lie in their 
right hand. They say to his heart—it is enough. 
They permit him to depart from the service satisfied 
with himself, and thinking that the Deity is satisfied 
with what he has done—when he ought te have depart- 
ed with a determination to do more than he has ever 
yet accomplished, and anxious to gain the divine ap- 
probation by every moral exertion in his power. And 
even this is not the extent of the evil. He comes to 
the sacrifice, or the ceremony, with the mistaken idea 
that its forms will relieve him of a burthen of sin; and 
he goes away fatally convinced that they have done so. 
And what follows? He feels himself at liberty to sin 
again, because he knows where to find a refuge for 
crime, however accumulated, and a remedy for guilt, 
however ag» ravated, 

There are, then, two evils which result from splen- 
dour in the rites of religion. The one is, that it en- 
grosses those feelings which should have received a 
practical direction; and the other, that it is an induce- 
ment to ascribe merit and power to what is arrayed 
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deduction will be, that the more frequently, carefully, 
and expensively they are got up, the greater will be 
the claim for a spiritual return. He therefore who is 
hurried from a procession to a sacrifice, from a sacri- 
fice to a lustration, and then to a feast and a fast, and 
then back again through the whole routine, is persuaded, 
and he must be persuaded, that he has surely done 
enough to please and propitiate heaven, and that these 
vain and empty observances are the substance and sum 
of religion. In truth he has neither time nor ability 
to extract any real improvement from ceremonies, 
which succeed each other so rapidly. The attention 
and the feelings are so often excited, that they are 
worn out by the excitement, and last no longer than 
the exciting cause. Even the false devotion, which 
rises upon clouds of incense, and burns with the flame 
of the sacrifice, vanishes with the last wreath of the 
column, dies with the last ember on the altar. In 
short, they who never hear of religion, though they 
may hear of it every hour, except in connexion with a 
ceremony, are almost forced into the belief that cere- 
mony is religion, and that religion is nothing but cere- 
mony. 

From the foregoing considerations may be drawn the 
most satisfactory inferences in favour of our own reli- 
gion. In the first place it has its instituted rites. Thus 
are secured to it those general advantages, which were 
mentioned in the beginning of this essay. In the next 
place, these rites are both simple in nature, and few in 
number. Thus are the best effects of such institutions 
ensured, and their worst abuses prevented. 

I am aware that this last is not a prevailing senti- 
ment among Christians, and that many will contra- 
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2Sam.i.18. Also he bade them teach the children 
of Judah the use of the bow. These words have been 
generally understood of Jonathan teaching the children 
of Judah the use of the bow. But a better interpreta- 
tion of the passage probably is, that the bow is the 
name of the lamentation which David uttered over 
Jonathan; and that it is so denominated, because he 
met his death from the bow. The following extract, 
describing a funeral procession of women, to com- 
memorate the death of a merchant, named Mahomet, 
at Cosire, where he was murdered by two Arabs, who 
attacked him with swords, will illustrate this represen- 
tation. Speaking of the murder of Mahomet, Mr. 
Irwin, (Zravels, p. 254.) says, ‘‘the tragedy which 
was lately acted near Cosire, gave birth to a mournful 
procession of females, which passed through the dif- 
ferent streets of Ginnah, and uttered dismal cries for 
the death of Mahomet. In the centre was a female of 
his family, who carried a naked sword in her hand, to 
imitate the weapon by which the deceased fell. At 
sundry places the procession stopped, and danced 
round the sword to the music of timbrels and tabors. 
They paused a long time before our house, and some of 
the women made threatening signs to one of our ser- 
vants, which agrees with the caution we received to 
keep within doors. It would be dangerous enough to 
face this frantic company, whose constant clamour and 
extravagant gestures gave them all the appearance of 
the female bacchanals of Thrace, recorded of old.” 
From this custom of carrying in the funeral procession 
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ov 


* There, while the wintry winds contend with fierce blasts, they crown 
with meat a dish flowing like a rivulet, into which the famished orphans 
eugerly plunge.” 


In like manner the elegant Sanz, in his Bustan. 


So spread the boundless banquet +f his fare, 
That the wild vrifin might have had his share. 

Job, xxxi. 32. The stranger did not lodge in the 
street, but I opened my doors to the traveller. The vir- 
tue of hospitality was, and still is, the national charac- 
ter of the Arabs; they value themselves upon it as their 
highest glory. One of their poets expresses himself 
very warmly on this subject. ‘*How often, when Echo 
gave me notice of a stranger’s approach, have I stirred 
my fire, that it might give a clearblaze. I flew to him 
as to a prey, through fear that my neighbours should 
get possession of him before me.” Schultens, who 
quotes this passage from the Arabian Jnthologia, re- 
marks, that the Echo here mentioned refers te the prac- 
tice of those who travel in Arabia by night. He imi- 
tates the barking of a dog, and thus sets all the curs in 
the neighbourhood barking. Upon this the people rush 
out from all parts, striving who shall get the stranger 
for his guest. Hatim Tajus, in Hamasa, mentiuns a 
custom of the Arabs, expressive of their peculiar hos- 
pitality, to put out the fire when they entertained a 
stranger, that he might not observe whether his host eat 
or not, but the former plentifully refresh himself, though 
the latter often, lest there should not be enough for 
both, did not at all partake with him. 

**By the custom of the country, good food and lodg- 
ing are ordered to be provided for all strangers and 
travellers arriving at a village. It is not sufficient, say 
the Javan institutions, that a man should place good 
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hands, and that I ought to change, in some measure, 
my pursuits. 

Allow me to add, that I have not forced myself to 
this decision without many feelings of painful regret. 
From you I have experienced a degree of kindness and 
friendship, which has made impressions too deep to be 
obliterated, and formed ties too strong to be broken; 
ard I hope and trust, that you have no grounds for 
Suspecting your goodness to haye been unduly estima- 
ted, or feebly requited. ' Your testimonies of affection 
and confidence have been to me a source of perpetual 
satisfaction; they have cheered and encouraged me 
amidst the trials, which the peculiarity of my situation 
has too often called me to encounter; they have been 
such, indeed, as demand no ordinary returns of grati- 
tude and cherished remembrance. Accept my as- 
surance, that these returns will not be sparingly ren- 
dered. If I know my own heart, there is not among 
your numbers an individual, whom I do not esteem as 
a friend, and in whose happiness and welfare I feel not 
a lively concern. 

I should not do justice to you, nor to my own feel- 
ings, if I did not on the present occasion acknowledge 
the very great pleasure, which I have derived from the 
perfect harmony and good fellowship, which have pre- 
vailed, not only between you and your pastor, but 
among yourselves, from the time you were organized 
into a separate religious society. While many, who 
have known little of your opinions or your character, 
have thought it their duty to impeach your motives, and 
give currency to evil reports; while they have been 
busy in imagining what never existed, hazarding un- 
founded assertions, converting truth into mistake or 
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powers and influence as I may possess to diffuse reli- 
gious sentiments, which I deem so honourable to God, 
and sosalutary to men. I have witnessed with delight 
and admiration your noble exertions, and generous sa- 
crifices, to secure and enjoy the rights of conscience in 
religious belief and worship. I have been animated by 
your co-operation, your love of truth, of christian free- 
dom, inquiry, and knowledge. By your example my 
zeal has been increased, and my convictions strength- 
ened. 

In short, I have never felt myself more closely allied 
to you, or more devotedly attached to your interests, 
than at this moment; and, although it is the will of 
Providence that our connexion shall be dissolved, let 
me assure you, that I have not been influenced by any 
motives bearing on the condition, circumstances, or 
prospects of the society. Every consideration of this 
sort would tend to bind us more firmly together. I 
have none but the kindest feelings towards every mem- 
ber of which your society is composed; and my desire 
for your success will not be diminished, nor the re- 
membrance of your numerous good offices blotted out, 
when I shall-resign the pleasure of being your religious 
teacher, and the benefits of your immediate solicitude 
and friendship. 

With sincere prayers for your prosperity, and for the 
blessing of God on all your concerns, 

I am, my respected brethren, 
your affectionate friend, 
JARED SPARKS. 
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country, and we have been again visited by its reflected 
brightness. 

Were we not fearful of wounding your sensibility, 
we should indulge a still further expression of senti- 
ments and feelings, which the occasion has naturally 
and most powerfully awakened. But we will content 
ourselves with the warm and earnest acknowledgment 
that to your affectionate exertions we are indebted, as 
a Christian Society, for a large portion of our religious 
knowledge, for clear and impressive views of our Chris- 
tian course, and for animating and ennobling prospects 
of the life which is to come. We must add, moreover, 
that we have every reason to be satisfied with the dis- 
charge of your parochial duties; and we can scarcely 
hope to find another pastor, who will unite so many 
qualifications for the sacred office, or will make himself 
in all respects so deserving of our confidence, esteem, 
and love. 

It is to us extremely gratifying, and, under present 
circumstances, our chief consolation, to be assured, 
that in your four years connexion with our society, you 
have had no occasion to complain that its members have 
failed in respect or affection for their pastor; but, that 
on the contrary, they have merited his highest esteem, 
and have secured for themselves, without exception, 
his warmest friendship, and continued remembrance. 

With regard to our future prospects, we will not de- 
spair. The loss of your immediate services we con- 
sider as one of our greatest misfortunes; but, favoured 
as we have been by Providence, though denounced by 
the illiberal and uncharitable, it would be ungrateful 
in us to repine, and we will look forward with confi- 
dence and trust. Whatever our fortunes may be, the 
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may be so fatal, and where truth is surely so desirable? 
Is there no general rule, which, though it may admit of 
a great variety and difference of opinion, will yet guard 
us against fundamental mistake, and guide us to a faith, 
which shall have the best influence on our lives and 
conversation? 

Such arule is given by St. Paul in a few words. 
With the heart, says he, man believeth unto righteous- 
ness.* Here we are told, that if a man would believe 
unto righteousness, that is, if he would have his belief 
terminate in those moral and spiritual qualifications, 
which God will accept and bless, he must believe with 
his heart; we are told, that the only principles on which 
we can place a well grounded reliance, are those whose 
foundation is the heart; that the only religion, which 
will effectually assist and console us, is the religion of 
the heart; that the only faith which will save us, is the 
faith of the heart. 

He does not mean, however, to intimate by these 
words, that the Christian religion is, or that any reli- 
gion should be, a religion of the affections alone. Un- 
directed by reason, the affections will pursue a devious 
and uncertain course. They will neither know at what 
point to commence, nor at what limits to stop. They 
may easily begin with a captivating error, or, if they 
begin in truth, they may end in absurdity. A tenet 
may be a very gentle, a very affectiunate, and still a 
very visionary one. It may sue for adoption to some 
of the best feelings of our nature, and yet reason may 
sternly, and justly, forbid its being adopted. A tenet 
also, though originally unobjectionable, may be so tam- 
pered with, when taken up by ardent feeling, as to lose 


* Rom, x. 10. 
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But, in the mean time, principles of the most insidious 
nature, and pernicious tendency, are suffered to enter 
the bosom unobserved; all the common motives and 
low born interests of the world are permitted to work 
unchecked and unheeded; and when at last it is found 
out, on a death-bed perhaps, that the first love has de- 
parted, and that the duties, which it should and would 
have performed, have been left untouched, the dis- 
covery is made too late, for the time of duty is over, 
and that of retribution is at hand. But they who be- 
lieve with the heart acquire a habit of recalling, at will, 
those principles, which they have once acknowledged 
to be true, and to renew those impressions, which they 
have ever found to be beneficial; and thus they prevent 
the admission or continuance of other principles, and 
Opposite impressions. Their faith is always by them. 
In the world it will defend, comfort, cheer, support— 
and in Heaven it will crown them. 

The belief of the heart is not speculative, short lived, 
inefficient. It is sincere, it is operative, it admits of 
no wavering, it is not laid aside in prosperity, it does 
not droop in adversity, it is not lost amidst the cares 
of life, it is not forgotten in the business of the world. 

Again, to believe with the heart is to make our opin- 
ions invariably respect the good affections of our na- 
ture, and to admit no principles which are opposed ta 
them;—not indeed to be guided by the heart, but never 
to offer any violence to its dictates. There is no 
heresy so dangerous, as that which rebels against the 
innocent and regulated feelings of humanity. There 
is no schism so dreadful, as that which breaks away 
from the communion and companionship of the heart. 
There is no belief so widely unchristian and unsound, 
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any good thing which grows there, but, like the fire 
which burns on the domestic hearth, to diffuse a vital 
heat throughout the circle of its influence, while the 
best affections gather round it, and all the social vir- 
tues feel themselves at home. 

Let any one study to make this FAITH OF THE HEART 
his own, and he may be sure that it will be ‘‘account- 
ed to him for righteousness.” He will have no reason 
to fear the charge of heresy, nor to be troubled in his 
mind because some things appear difficult and obscure. 
He has attained the great secret of life, the great mys- 
tery of religion, the great end of revelation. He may 
rank himself with any sect, and still be no sectarian; 
he may stand apart from all of them, and yet be ac- 
counted no sceptick. His doubts have subsided into 
tranquillity, his fears have given place to confidence, 
and his inquiries have been followed by an answer of 
peace. He feeis the emptiness of petty distinctions, 
and the worthlessness of mere names; and from amidst 
all the confusion of contrary opinions, and noise of 
clamorous disputants around him, he looks forward 
with humble trust to that august and final tribunal, 
where it will not be asked what leader he had fol- 
lowed, nor what church he had joined, but what his 
heart had hallowed, and what his hands had done. 


= 
Song of the Pilgrims. 


Tue second centennial anniversary of the first set- 
tlement of New Hampshire was celebrated at Ports- 
mouth, on the 21st of last May. Among the literary 
performances on this occasion were two odes by the 

28 
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As longas yonder cliffs shall stand, 

Where join the ocean and the land, 
Shall those cliffs and mountains be 
Proud retreats for liberty. 


Now to the King of kings we'll raise 

The pean loud of sacred praise, 

More loud, than sounds the swelling breeze, 

More loud, than speaks the rolling seas! 
Happier lands have met our view; 
England’s shores! Adieu, Adieu! 


TT} 


Inconsistencies of Orthodoxy. 


A FRIEND in Liverpool, England, has sent us a pam- 
phlet in defence of Unitarianism, which we have pe- 
rused with much satisfaction, and from which we in- 
tend making a few extracts. The occasion of its being 
written was as follows. It seems that the Rev. Joseph 
Fox, an orthodox minister of Bolton, had sent forth a 
list of lectures, which he intended to deliver in that 
place, on what he was pleased to call modern Soci- 
nianism. The lecture which was to have been preach- 
ed on the ninth of last March was entitled ‘*Socinian- 
ism incompatible with Salvation.”” It was this head 
particularly, which excited the attention of the author 
of the above mentioned pamphlet, and induced him to 
express his thoughts on the subject, in a letter to a 
friend, and afterwards to publish them, under the title 
of 2 few Hints for a Lecture, entitled ‘Socinianism 
incompatible with Salvation,’ proposed to be delivered by 
the Rev. Joseph Fox, in Duke’s Alley Chapel, Bolton. 
By Noah Jones. 
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The following remarks on the meaning of the term 
Unitarian, and the inconsistency of the orthodox in 
taking exception, as they often do, against our exclu- 
sive appropriation of it to ourselves, place the subject 
in as clear a light as possible. 


‘Our exclusive appropriation of the term Unitarian, has been 
eomplained of, as an unfair assumption; I think, very unjustly. The 
term itself is used strictly and solely in opposition to. Trinitarian, 
and its meaning is altogether dependent upon that word. The use of 
the first would have been unnecessary, had not the other term been 
previously employed, as the characteristic name of the great mass of 
believers, It will, therefore, be necessary to ascertain the genuine 
import of that term. Mr. Fox calls himself a Trinitarian. Does he 
rean, that he is a believer in three Gods? No. What does he mean? 
That he believes in a trinity of persons, or that there are three per- 
sons in one God. 1, on the other hand, call myself a Unitarian, in or- 
der to distinguish myself from him, Dol then mean by the term that I 
am a believer in one God? No; for if that were my meaning, it could 
furnish no distinction between us, since he also believes in one God. 
What then do | mean? I mean, that I believe in the unity of the di- 
vine person; that there is one God in one person, the Father; that the 
assertion is universally true not only that there is one God, but that 
God is one. Here the two terms are properly descriptive of the es- 
sential points of difference between us. Nothing could be more so. 
To call a ‘Trinitarian a Unitarian is as obvious a cortradiction in 
terms, as it would be to call a satisfactionist an anti-satisfactionist. 
Trinitarians have been loud in their complaints against us, for our 
exclusive adoption of the. Unitarian name. ‘The above explanation, 
which is not now for the first time given, ought to put a period to 
such complaints. If they have a right to the name, the most effec- 
tual mode of establishing the validity of their claims, would be to 
adopt it. They will not ¢o this, Why?” 


Our last extract from this plain and forcible writer 
will be another note, in which he replies to the charge 
of our misrepresenting the orthodox views of the per- 
son of Christ. Here again he exhibits the inconsis- 
tency of orthodoxy with itself and with Scripture. 
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Poetical Catechism. 


We have no objection to the union of religion and 
poetry, provided it be effected in a proper manner. 
To the young, especially, it may be of signal advan- 
tage. While the poetry contributes to form their taste, 
it will assist the religion to reach their hearts. It is to 
be stipulated of course that the poetry be good, and the 
religion pure. If the former be bad, it fastens ludi- 
crous associations on subjects, which, of all others, 
should be free from them. Who that remembers the 
doggerel of the old primers can repeat it without a 
smile? If the latter be unsound, false notions are 
deeply imbibed, which it requires time to obliterate, 
and which often are never suffered to leave the mind. 
We are more apt to borrow our ideas of angelic beings, 
and the history of the first human pair, from Milton, 
than from the Bible. Neither of these objections can 
be applied against 2 Catechism for the Use of Children, 
which has been lately published at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts. In this little work pure devotion and morality 
are expressed in chaste, and often beautiful, poetical 
language. The questions are comprehensive, and are 
answered in hymns of considerable length, each verse 
of which, however, forms a distinct reply. We give, 
as a specimen, the following hymn, which is in answer 
to the question, How must you feel and act toward God? 


ANSWER I. 


When in the morning of my days 
No mourntul cloud appears, 

Or when in dark and painful hours 
My eyes are dim with tears, 
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The winds breathe low—the withering leaf 
Scarce whispers from the tree! 

So gently flows the parting breath, 
When good men cease to be. 


How beautiful on all the hills 
The crimson light is shed! 

*Tis like the peace the christian gives 
To mourners round his bed. 


How mildly on the wandering cloud 
The sunset beam is cast! 

Tis like the memory left behind 
When loved ones breathe their last. 


And now above the dews of night 
The yellow star appears! 

So faith springs in the heart of those 
Whose eyes are bathed in tears. 


But soon the morning’s happier light 
Its glory shall restore; 

And eyelids that are sealed in death 
Shall wake to close no more, 


We highly recommend this unassuming little book 
to the notice of parents and instructers. 


Unitarianism in Missouri. 


A cLeRGyMAN in Kentucky writes to an acquaintance 
in this city as follows. ‘I have received a letter from 
a friend in Missouri, who informs me of great revivals 
of religion in that quarter, and that liberal sentiments 
of Christianity are triumphant. About eight churches 
have been collected and organized on these principles. 
Great opposition is made against them by all parties, 
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Unitarianism in Missouri. S11 


ance is enlightened, and zeal will be according to 
knowledge, when there is knowledge enough to influ- 
ence, restrain, and direct it. 

Our brethren in the west, as it would seem, are 
mostly of the baptist persuasion. Well, let it be so. 
If they esteem it essential that none but adults should 
be subjects of the baptismal rite, and that they should 
be dipped in the water, instead of being sprinkled with 
it, let them act according to their belief; we surely 
would not disavow them on that account. It does not 
appear that our Saviour was particularly careful to pre- 
scribe in what manner, or at what age, that form was 
to be administered, and we therefore judge that he 
considered those circumstances immaterial; and we 
see no reason why we should make them causes of se- 
rious disunion. 

We have been told too that they worship Christ. 
So did the old Socinians, and so do some of the modern 
Arians. And yet if they believe but in one Supreme 
Deity, it is impossible, in the nature of things it is im- 
possible, that their worship of the Saviour should be 
strictly divine worship. It cannot be the very same 
worship which they render to the One Almighty, Om- 
niscient, and Infinite. And they will one day come to 
see, that they are neither required by Scripture, nor by 
reason and propriety, to pay divine homage to any but 
the First, Greatest, and Best. So we are entirely will- 
ing to call them Unitarians, although their highly com- 
mendable feelings of gratitude, reverence and love, 
toward the Saviour, may introduce some confusion into 
their ideas of worship. 

But further, we have been informed, that many of 
them would themselves disclaim the appellation of 
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